


Response to Advice Sought
The PPS and LFFP highlights the need for 7 full size 3G pitches in West Berkshire and identified need in Newbury.
 
There are a number of clubs in the local area, three of which have been actively involved in the project through the
Newbury Community Football Group .The Newbury Community Football Group was officially formed in 2016 to
support and champion the provision of football for all in the local community’, mainly as a result of the proposed
development of Faraday Road. The group is made up of: Newbury Football Club (1 team), Newbury Ladies (2
teams), AFC Newbury Boys & Girls (15 teams), AFC Newbury Colts (16 teams), Newbury District Primary Schools
Football Association along with support from other local businesses and political parties.
 
Football Foundation, on behalf of The FA support the NCFG in their aspirations to develop the site and are in full
support of a full size 3G pitch. We would need to see a usage programme, which justified the need for the additional
3G pitches on the site.  t may be that demand locally just supports 1 full size 3G FTP and the other pitches should be
natural grass. Although there is need for a number of 3G pitches in West Berkshire, there may be more suitable
options to provide a geographical spread. We would need evidence that the Business Plan for the site would support
this number of 3G pitches and sufficient income was generated to provide sinking fund, maintenance etc, to ensure
the facilities are sustainable.
 
In relation to the 3G pitch proposals, we would need the following technical guidance to be followed, as there’s very
limited technical information provided. Also, the Block Plan just shows 1 3G pitch, but there’s 4 listed in the D&A
Statement. There doesn’t appear to be goal recesses either.
 

Construction Quality – Ensure the pitch is constructed to the FIFA Quality Concept for
Football Turf – FIFA Quality (old FIFA 1*) accreditation or equivalent International Match
Standards (IMS) as a minimum and meets the recommend pitch size of (including run-
offs) 100x(106m) x 64m(70m).

Testing – That the 3G pitch is tested and subsequently FA registered on completion and
then every three years for grassroots football and every 1 year for football in the National
League System. This will enable the 3G to be used for league matches and therefore
help the 3G pitch to be used to its maximum potential by programming matches at peak
times. 

Pricing - Pricing policies must be affordable for grass roots football clubs and should be
agreed with the local County Football Association. This should include match-rates at
weekends equivalent to the Local Authorities price for natural turf pitches.

Sinking fund - Ensure that sinking funds (formed by periodically setting aside money
over time ready for surface replacement when required – FA recommend £25k per
annum (in today’s market for a full size pitch) are in place to maintain 3G pitch quality in
the long term

 
Design:

General – 3G AGP needs to be in line with FA recommendation but should be checked
against The FA Guide to Football Turf Pitch Design Principles and Layouts.

Line marking – We recommend that over-marking are made to allow different formats of
football (e.g. 5v5, 7v7, 9v9 and 11v11).  Over-marking should adhere to The FA Guide to
Football Turf Pitch Design Principles and Layouts and can be painted on.

Recessed fencing – We recommend that the fencing is recessed to allow for safe and
easy goal storage.

Fence height – The FA recommend fence height on all sides of the a 3G AGP is 4.5m.

Run-off - A minimum safety run off 3m should be provided.
 

Yours sincerely,
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Disclaimer

The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use by the recipient and others authorized to receive it. If you are not
the recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or taking action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly prohibited and may be
unlawful.



This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by Mimecast Ltd, an innovator in Software as a Service (SaaS) for business.
Providing a safer and more useful place for your human generated data. Specializing in; Security, archiving and compliance. To find out more Click Here.

This communication contains information which is confidential, which may be privileged, and which is for the exclusive use of the intended recipient(s)
If you are not an intended recipient please note that any distribution, disclosure, use or copying of any part of this communication is strictly prohibited  If
you have received this communication in error please notify us by return email or by telephone on +44(0)800 169 1863 and delete this communication and
any copies of it  The FA Group (which for the purpose of this communication means The Football Association Limited and its subsidiary companies
including Wembley National Stadium Limited and National Football Centre Limited does not warrant that this email is free from error, viruses, malware,
data-damaging material or other defects, or is compatible with your equipment or fit for any purpose  The FA Group may monitor, intercept and block
emails addressed to its users or take any other action in accordance with its email use policy  Statements or opinions may be expressed in this
communication that are personal to the sender and do not necessarily represent the views of The FA Group or any member of it  Unless expressly stated
otherwise, no member of The FA Group shall be bound by any contract or obligation purported to be created by this communication  This communication
has originated from the communications system of The FA Group  The Football Association Limited (Company number 77797), Wembley National
Stadium Limited (Company number 3388437) and National Football Centre Limited (Company number 2523346) are all registered in England and Wales,
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