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Introduction 
 
It is MOD policy to ensure that natural environment issues are fully integrated with 

operational and training requirements and safety issues. All military and estate management 

activities must comply with all current UK conservation legislation. Through this compliance it 

aims, in so far as is compatible with operational requirements, to fulfil MOD obligations with 

all relevant International Conventions. All biodiversity and conservation management should 

be managed through the relevant establishments EMS, Integrated Estate Management Plan 

(IEMP) or IRMP (JSP 850 2020). 

Current MOD natural environment targets are: 

• to be an exemplar in the management of designated sites where compatible with 

military requirements 

• to ensure natural environment requirements and best practice are fully integrated into 

the estate management 

• to contribute, as appropriate, to the Country Biodiversity Strategies for England, 

Scotland, Wales and NI 

The MoD has also committed to the Government Biodiversity 2020 targets for SSSI 

condition in England which are to achieve 50% favourable condition and at least 95% 

unfavourable recovering condition by 2020 with no slippage in condition from the 2010 

position. 

Similar targets exist for Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. 

This plan has been developed by Landmarc Support Services Ltd in partial fulfilment of the 

National Training Estate Prime (NTEP) contract and has been reviewed and approved by 

DIO Environmental Support & Compliance and DIO Service Delivery Training. 

As part of the Integrated Rural Management Plan for Aldershot this plan is owned by the 

Head of Establishment supported and advised by the DIO Environmental Support & 

Compliance Ecology Team who are responsible for ensuring that all policy is adhered to. 

The DIO Senior Ecologist is the Designated Officer (DO) on behalf of the Secretary of State 

for Defence for all matters relating to Natural Environment Policy delivery and should be 

consulted on all matters relating to Natural Environment on the MOD Estate. 
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Aim & Objectives 

Aim 
 
This plan ensures that management of the natural environment on Hawley & Minley Training 
Areas is commensurate with MOD priorities for operational and training commitments, complies 
with government commitments to sustainable development and biodiversity. It clearly identifies 
a range of management actions required to maintain and enhance the natural environment. 
 
This plan is intended to function as an agreed management plan and consenting document with 
Natural England and is subject to annual review. 
 

Objectives 

This plan forms part of the Aldershot Integrated Rural Management Plan. It provides a brief 
overview of the key features and identifies the management actions required to maintain 
and, where applicable, enhance the resource. 

The objectives in Table 1 are the standard natural environment objectives used in all IRMPs. 
They are based on the high level objectives from the MOD’s Sustainable Operations on the 
Government Estate Biodiversity and nature conservation statement against which MOD 
reports. 

 
Table 1: Objectives  
 

Objectives 
 

NE1: To maintain and, where appropriate, enhance the special features of designated sites 
where compatible with military requirements. 

NE2: To conserve populations of all legally protected species. 

NE3: To conserve and, where appropriate, enhance species and habitats identified as a 
priority for conservation action, as identified by the relevant Country Biodiversity Strategy).  

NE4: To conserve and, where appropriate, enhance features of local nature conservation 
importance, subject to other constraints. 

NE5: To maintain and where appropriate consider opportunities to enhance natural capital 
and ecosystem services  

NE6: To, where appropriate, consider opportunities for biodiversity offsetting and habitat 
banking 

NE7: To implement any ecological impact avoidance, mitigation, compensation, monitoring 
and adaptive management measures agreed with regulators 
(especially conditions and commitments relating to Protected Species Licences, SSSI 
Assents, Habitats Regulations Assessments, and/or Planning Permissions) 
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Contractual Requirements 

The National Training Estate Prime (NTEP) contract requires the contractor (Landmarc 

Support Services Ltd) to carry out the following duties in relation to the management of 

biodiversity and nature conservation 

Table 2 

Module Requirement 

Module A 6.8.1 The Contractor shall develop and provide management plans required to maintain 
statutorily designated nature conservation sites in consultation with the sustainability 
SMR.  

Module C Deliver statutory and mandatory inspections in accordance with the schedules set down 
in relation to natural environment contained on the Environmental tab of Hard FM 
Standards & Tasks V1.1 Job Plan element 30. 

Remedial Works identified that are required to maintain the integrity of the site and its 

features should be delivered as a Reactive Maintenance task subject to the Inclusive 

Repair Limit (IRL). 

Module D – 9.2.4 - 

9.2.6 

 

Where a current management plan for the Establishment states the maintenance 
standards to be observed, delivery will be as per the management plan. All such work 
will be carried out under the CIDP. 

Where no such management plan exists, delivery will be carried out as Remedial Works 
under Reactive Maintenance up to the value of the IRL. Any additional work required 
over the value of the IRL will be carried out under the CIDP or transferred to the Service 
Register as appropriate. 

Module D 9.2.4.5 & 

9.4.1 

Where works to a designated feature require consent from a statutory body, this will be 
obtained by the Contractor. The Contractor will retain written evidence of this consent 
and comply fully with any conditions imposed by the statutory body. 

Module G 5.2.1.11 
Artificial, semi-natural and natural habitats.  To include but not limited to: unimproved 

grassland, heath land, moor land, coastlines, cliffs, otter holts and stone curlew plots  as 

agreed with the SM in accordance with the management plan for the Establishment 

 

Potential Additional Works required over and above the reactive maintenance measures 

identified above will be incorporated into the Command Infrastructure Development Plan 

(CIDP). 

The CIDP is submitted, developed and delivered in accordance with Module I of the NTEP 

contract as amended by the requirements of the Conservation Stewardship Fund (CSF) 

process.  
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Description of the Resource – Designated Sites (Objective NE1) 

The Hawley Training Areas is partly affected by the Castle Bottom to Yateley & Hawley 

Commons Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and the Foxlease and Ancells Meadow 

Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), Thames Basin Heaths Special Protection Area 

(SPA).   

See Annexes A, B & |C and maps in Appendix A & B with full details from the published 

SSSI citation and data on international sites from the JNCC website. 

Castle Bottom to Yateley & Hawley Commons SSSI  

This site is notified for its heathland and young conifer plantation which supports an 
internationally important population of Dartford warbler and populations of two other 
internationally important species, woodlark and nightjar. The scrub/heathland interface 
supports a particularly rich invertebrate fauna including a number of nationally scarce 
species. It also supports an outstanding Dragonfly assemblage.  
 

Notified Features 
 

• Aggregations of breeding birds - Dartford Warbler, Sylvia undata  

• Aggregations of breeding birds - Nightjar, Caprimulgus europaeus  

• Aggregations of breeding birds - Woodlark, Lullula arborea  

• H2 - Calluna vulgaris - Ulex minor heath  

• Invertebrate assemblage 

•  M16 - Erica tetralix - Sphagnum compactum wet heath  

• M21 - Narthecium ossifragum - Sphagnum papillosum mire 

•  M25 - Molinia caerulea - Potentilla erecta mire 

• Outstanding dragonfly assemblage 
 
 

Foxlease and Ancells Meadows SSSI  
 

The Site comprises a wide range of acid grassland, wet heath and mire plant communities 
on slowly permeable soils with species rich meadows. There are several ponds and ditches 
supporting a diverse flora, including probably the largest population of water violet Viola 
palustris in Hampshire and important for breeding dragonflies. A large area of suitable 
habitat is available for the declining marsh fritillary butterfly. 
 

Notified Features 
 

• Invertebrate assemblage  

• M16 - Erica tetralix - Sphagnum compactum wet heath  

• M21 - Narthecium ossifragum - Sphagnum papillosum mire  

• M24 - Molinia caerulea - Cirsium dissectum fen meadow 

•  M25 - Molinia caerulea - Potentilla erecta mire  

• Populations of nationally scarce butterfly species - Eurodryas aurinia, Marsh Fritillary 
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Thames Basin Heaths SPA 
 

The Thames Basin Heaths SPA is a composite site that is located across the counties of 
Surrey, Hampshire and Berkshire in southern England. The open heathland habitats overlie 
sand and gravel sediments which give rise to sandy or peaty acidic soils, supporting dry 
heathy vegetation on well-drained slopes, wet heath on low-lying shallow slopes and bogs in 
valleys. The site consists of tracts of heathland, scrub and woodland, once almost 
continuous, but now fragmented into separate blocks by roads, urban development and 
farmland. Less open habitats of scrub, acidic woodland and conifer plantations dominate, 
within which are scattered areas of open heath and mire. The site supports important 
breeding populations of a number of birds of lowland heathland, especially Nightjar 
Caprimulgus europaeus and Woodlark Lullula arborea, both of which nest on the ground, 
often at the woodland/heathland edge, and Dartford Warbler Sylvia undata, which often 
nests in gorse Ulex sp. Scattered trees and scrub are used for roosting. 
 
For further details about the SPA site and features refer to or see Annex C: 
 
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-2050-theme=default 
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Condition Assessment (Castle Bottom to Yateley and Hawley Commons SSSI) 
 

This section is taken from the most up to date published information on the Natural England (NE) website.  
 
Table 3 
 

Main Habitat Unit 
Number 

Area 
(ha) 

Last 
Assessment 

Date 

Condition NE Comments on Assessed Condition & 
Objectives 

DIO Ecology comments  

DWARF SHRUB 
HEATH - 
Lowland 

005 118.0003 13/09/2013 Unfavourable 
Recovering 

The unit is failing the following targets: coverage of 
disturbed areas, cover of negative herbaceous 
species, frequency of desirable heath grasses, 
sedges and rushes, frequency of desirable forbs, 
cover of Common Gorse. Some areas of dense 
bracken stands (towards north-east corner). Unit only 
just within threshold for tree and scrub cover. 
Negative indicators such as nettle, bramble and dock 
in north-east corner causing the site to fail on 
coverage of undesirable herbaceous species. 
Records for Annexe 1 birds show that Dartford 
Warblers are not present at desired levels for the 
SSSI as a whole, whilst Nightjar and Woodlark are 
exceeding the threshold.  
 
Checked by NE 14/11/2018 Site in very good 
condition despite no grazing. eastern end where 
extensive gorse removal has taken place requires 
more management to ensure heather coverage 
increases and molinia dominance is reduced. 

Needs full updated NE assessment This is F2 a & b 
military areas. DIO Ecology expects this area to be 
in favourable condition by 2020 due to the 
extensive capital and then ‘maintenance’ works by 
HIWWT under a HLS. This has included annual 
vegetation & SPA bird data compilation to help 
assess nature of management tasks. Works have 
included extensive clearance of dense gorse to 
reduce fire risk, diversify age structure and 
encourage growth of heather spp & acid grassland 
to also benefit SPA bird spp  
 
There was a suspension of such work 2017-19 due 
to disagreement over RPA monies but resolved by 
Spring 2019 and HLS works should have reverted 
to full implementation.  
 
Annual reviews of HLS work programme with 
military DIO & NE proving successful  
 
See March 2016 FCT from NE.  
 
The NE corner continues to experience negative 
indicators eg nettle due to being near a public 
access /dog fouling pressure point – work with eg 
TBH SPA wardens on responsible access  
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BROADLEAVED, 
MIXED AND 
YEW 
WOODLAND - 
Lowland 

014 214.0192 13/09/2013 Unfavourable 
Recovering 

The condition of the habitat supporting the bird 
species is variable and there were some noteworthy 
features that should be monitored. The heath area is 
quite structurally diverse, with areas of exposed bare 
peat and a good cover of dwarf shrubs including Bell 
Heather, Bilberry, Cross-leaved heath, Dwarf Gorse 
and Ling, although not with sufficient diversity of age 
classes. No negative herbaceous species were seen 
on the visit. There were some forbs present including 
Cat?s Ear, Bird?s-foot trefoil, Bog Pimpernel, 
Sundews and Tormentil.Silver-studded Blue 
butterflies were seen on this visit ? an encouraging 
sign that areas of the heathland have the required 
short sward for breeding populations. Dartford 
Warbler numbers not yet within target for whole 
SSSI.  
 
Site checked by NE 18/10/2018 site in good 
condition. issues remain with heather age 
structure, gorse coverage, bracken coverage, 
sapling regrowth and bryophyte coverage 

Needs full updated NE assessment This is F4a & 
part F3A mainly ‘open heath’ managed by HIWWT 
under a HLS. The remainder of this SSSI unit is 
military training conifer woodland. DIO Ecology 
expects the open heath area to be in favourable 
condition by 2020 due to the extensive capital and 
then ‘maintenance’ works by HIWWT under a HLS. 
This has included annual vegetation & SPA bird 
data compilation to help assess nature of 
management tasks. See HBIC Hawley Common 
Vegetation Monitoring Sept 2015.  
 
Works have included cattle grazing, extensive 
clearance of dense gorse to diversify age structure 
& reduce fire risk and encourage growth of heather 
spp & acid grassland, creation of shallow scrapes-
bare ground to allow re-colonisation of eg marsh 
club moss & bog pimpernel & overall to benefit 
SPA bird spp. HIWWT report presence of silver 
studded blues.  
 
There was a suspension of such work 2017-19 due 
to disagreement over RPA monies but resolved by 
Spring 2019 and HLS works should have reverted 
to full implementation Annual reviews of HLS work 
programme with military,  
 
DIO & NE proving successful eg integration with 
Combat Sapper training measures 2017/18.  
 
See March 2016 FCT from NE  
 
See IRMP woodland CMP for integration with SSSI 
/ SPA features eg retention /appropriate expansion 
of glades -rides.  Links to Hawley Lake bank side 
management  
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Condition Assessment (Foxlease and Ancells Meadows SSSI) 

This section is taken from the most up to date published information on the Natural England (NE) website.  

Table 4 

Main 

Habitat 

Unit 

Number 

Area 

(ha) 

Last 

Assessment 

Date 

Condition NE Comments on Assessed Condition & Objectives DIO Ecology comments  

DWARF 

SHRUB 

HEATH - 

Lowland 

001 32.355 06/09/2013 Unfavourable 

Recovering 
Failing targets for presence of saplings and young trees, frequency 
of positive indicator species, cover of Molinia and cover of particular 
species of rush. This is a varied site, with some dwarf shrubs 
present, and evidence of birch clearance across the site, but 
dominated overall by Rushes. Molinia is locally frequent, but overall 
not present at desired levels. There was a good diversity of forbs 
such as Tormentil, Greater Bird's foot Trefoil, Fen/Marsh Bedstraws, 
Ragged Robin and Marsh Marigold, although not present at the 
desired levels.Ponds and ditches add to the diversity of the site, and 
were found to be supporting a good floral community such as Cotton 
Grass, Marsh Stitchwort and Yellow Flag, alongside Odonata.  

 
Site checked by NE 07/08/2019 some areas are in very good 
condition but some are suffering from undergrazing as a result of 
the large parcels and cattle favouring other areas. Litter layer is 
high, scrub coverage is high and species diversity is low in these 
areas. However, a proposed change in cattle and how they are 
managed should affect this along with extensive scrape creation 
and scrub management. Marsh fritillary has recently been 

reintroduced on the site. 
 

Needs full updated NE assessment – in progress as at 

June 2019 via review of HLS / possible new C.S and 

updated Oct 2018 FCT This is part of F5 military area. DIO 

Ecology expects this area to be in favourable condition by 

2020/ 2025 due to the extensive capital and then 

‘maintenance’ works by HIWWT under a HLS. This has 

included scrub removal including of bog myrtle, stock  

grazing to diversify scrub age structure. manage Molinia 

extent, encourage development of species rich grassland 

and ditch management.  

Agree with NE 2019 comments about grazing / scrub levels 

& with some tweaking year to year very near to being & 

remaining as high quality mosaic 

Annual reviews of HLS work programme with military , DIO 

& NE proving successful. HIWWT undertake annual 

monitoring of vegetation and key spp such as Odonata 

showing positive distribution & abundance of key spp 

across the whole site including small red damselfly.  See 

HIWWT pond-ditch location map.  HIWWT achieved 

successful reintroduction of marsh fritillary with confirmed 

breeding 2018 and good extent of key plant spp (devils bit 

scabious – Molinia tussocks) . 
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DWARF 

SHRUB 

HEATH - 

Lowland 

002 6.067 06/09/2013 Unfavourable 

Recovering 
Failing targets for coverage of bare ground, cover of specific rush 

species and cover of Molinia. Extensive felling has opened up the 

area, to the benefit of the ditch and pool areas in particular.Grazing 

highland cattle were present, with a small herd of 3 individuals seen 

at the time of survey. Some areas have been poached by cattle, in 

particular around the ditches, which has lead to an overly high 

coverage of bare ground in some locations. There was a slight 

dominance of Soft and Compact Rushes, with Jointed rushes 

present in some areas. There was a good coverage and diversity of 

forbs observed, including Bog Stitchwort, Devil?s Bit Scabious, 

Fen/Marsh Bedstraws, Greater Bird?s Foot Trefoil, Tormentil and 

Marsh Pennywort. 

Site checked by NE 07/08/2019 Site in positive management with 

diverse floral species present, bare ground, sufficient grazing and 

a good structure. extensive bog myrtle present though scrapes 

have reduced this. On a whole site scale, this would likely move 

toward favourable though in isolation would possibly fail due to 

bog myrtle coverage. 

Needs full updated NE assessment – in progress as at 

June 2019 via review of HLS / possible new C.S and 

updated Oct 2018 FCT. This is part of F5 military area. DIO 

Ecology expects this area to be in favourable condition by 

2020 due to the extensive capital and then ‘maintenance’ 

works by HIWWT under a HLS. This has included scrub 

removal. Ditch management & stock  grazing.  

Annual reviews of HLS work programme with military , DIO 

& NE proving successful.   

HIWWT undertake annual monitoring of vegetation and key 

spp such as Odonata showing positive distribution & 

abundance of key spp across the whole site  including small 

red damselfly. See HIWWT pond-ditch location map. 

DWARF 

SHRUB 

HEATH - 

Lowland 

003 3.9837 06/09/2013 Unfavourable 

Recovering 
There has been extensive tree clearance in this area, in particular 

removal of mature trees around the wet ditch systems which has 

benefitted this community. The unit is showing signs of improvement, 

with a good coverage and diversity of forbs such as Ragged Robin, 

Fen/marsh Bedstraws and Greater Bird?s foot trefoil. 

Site checked by NE 07/08/2019 Site is in positive management 

with a marsh fritillary reintroduction recently in adjacent unit. Scrub 

is a little high. 

Needs updated NE assessment – in progress as at June 

2019 via review of HLS / possible new C.S and updated Oct 

2018 FCT. This is part of F5 military area. 

 DIO Ecology expects this area to be in favourable condition 

by 2020 due to the extensive capital and then 

‘maintenance’ works by HIWWT under a HLS.  

 As per Unit 1. 
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DWARF 

SHRUB 

HEATH - 

Lowland 

004 3.5083 06/09/2013 Unfavourable 

Recovering 
Approximately 1/3 of the unit is secondary woodland with conifer 

plantation, and could not be assessed as heath/mire due to absence 

of ground flora. However, clearance of birch has opened up the 

central area into a series of glades. In some areas, a Molinia with 

rush community occurs or is regenerating. In some locations the 

forbs resemble the desired community, with Tormentil frequent in 

some areas. The sward is very high in most areas, and grasses 

include some stands of tall Tufted Hair-grass, Sweet Vernal Grass 

and Perennial Rye-grass. There is encroachment of birch and oak 

seedlings in some of the grassland areas. Rushes are predominantly 

undesirable Compact Rush.   No more recent check by NE  

Needs updated NE assessment. This is part of F4b military 

area east of the main road amongst predominantly conifer 

woodland.  Managed by MOD with recent tasks including 

scrub removal and grassland cutting to open up / retain 

glades and reduce vigour of more dominant grasses/ 

rushes.  Ant hills.   

DIO Ecology expects this area to be in or near to  

favourable condition by 2020  See integration with IRMP 

Woodland CMP for potential to remove conifers in the 1/3rd 

secondary woodland area ‘back’ to a boundary bank, 

leaving scattered mature trees eg oak  

DWARF 

SHRUB 

HEATH - 

Lowland 

005 5.4783 06/09/2013 Unfavourable 

Recovering 
Failing targets for cover of Molinia and frequency of positive indicator 

species. The central partition of trees and scrub (mostly semi-mature 

birch) has been cleared, so that there has been a net gain in habitat 

extent. Drains are open and unshaded, and have their own coarse 

sedge communities, which add to the overall diversity of the site. 

There was evidence of cattle grazing across the entire parcel, and 

focusing on Molinia tussocks and sedges, opening up the sward. The 

unit is mostly dense, tall rush pasture (dominated by Soft Rush in 

places) over most of the site with forbs such as Tormentil, Lesser 

Spearwort, Common Spotted Orchids and Greater Bird's Foot Trefoil. 

Checked by NE 07/08/2019 site in positive management. 

condition looks to be favourable. Should be assessed on a whole 

site basis using reformed assessment methodology. 

Needs full updated NE assessment – in progress as at 

June 2019 via review of HLS / possible new C.S and 

updated Oct 2018 FCT. As per Unit 1  

DWARF 

SHRUB 

HEATH - 

Lowland 

007 3.6804 22/10/2018 Unfavourable 

Recovering 
Meadow in overall good condition though rush coverage a little 

high and presence of creeping thistle and nettle indicates nutrient 

enrichment. 

DIO Ecology agrees with updated condition assessment & 

expectation from NE favourable condition will be attained by 

2020 – from site visit discussions HIWWT, NE DIO Spring 

2019. Also see updated Oct 2018 FCT& probable rolling 

HLS or new C.S. As per Unit 2.  

DWARF 

SHRUB 

HEATH - 

Lowland 

008 8.7063 22/10/2018 Unfavourable 

Recovering 
Site in overall good condition though scrub/tree coverage is a little 

high and bog myrtle is starting to dominate large areas. 

DIO Ecology agrees with updated condition assessment & 

expectation from NE favourable condition will be attained by 

2020 – from site visit discussions HIWWT, NE DIO Spring 

2019. Also see updated Oct 2018 FCT& probable rolling 

HLS or new C.S. This is part of F5 military area. 
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Management of Castle Bottom to Yateley and Hawley Commons SSSI 

Summary of Unit Management 

Table 5 

Unit No. Managed by Leased / licenced to 

005 HIWWT HIWWT 

014 HIWWT/DIO/LSS Part HIWWT 

 

Much of the management on the Castle Bottom to Yateley and Hawley Commons is managed and carried out by Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife 

Trust under two Higher Level Stewardship Agreements with Natural England (agreement No. AG00289369 - unit 005 & No. AG00286280 – part of 

unit 014). The areas under HLS are shown in Appendix E. 

The remaining areas comprising of the northern, eastern and southern parts of unit 014 are managed “in house” by the Defence Infrastructure 

Organisation (DIO) and their industry partner Landmarc Support Services (LSS). These areas are predominantly coniferous woodland and retained 

for military training, with management limited to glades and invasive species control i.e. rhododendron. 

The works listed below are compiled through a series of meetings and site visits involving both the military users, DIO, LSS and other stakeholder’s 

including Natural England and HIWWT. 

Funding for works is bid for on an annual basis and allocated on a priority basis across the whole of the MOD estate. 

NB. The HLS agreement AG00289369 on this site runs from 01/09/2009 until 31/08/2019.  Agreement No. AG00286280 runs from 01/03/2009 until 

28/02/2019. 

There is a draft partial Management Plan 2016-2021 between MOD-RSME and Aldershot Garrison Fishing Club to clarify and agree habitat 

management tasks around Hawley Lake and the interactions with adjacent SSSI features and SINC aspects. The Club undertake annual tasks 

such as cutting back rhododendron to allow easier access to the bank, clearance of litter and maintenance of the ‘fish swims’. This Plan needs 

updating and formal agreement. 
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Management of Foxlease and Ancells Meadows SSSI  

Summary of Unit Management 

Table 6 

Unit No. Managed by Leased / licenced to 

001 HIWWT HIWWT 

002 HIWWT HIWWT 

003 HIWWT HIWWT 

004 DIO/LSS N/A 

005 HIWWT HIWWT 

007 HIWWT HIWWT 

008 HIWWT HIWWT 

 

Much of the management on the Foxlease and Ancells Meadows SSSI is managed and carried out by Hampshire & Isle of Wight Wildlife Trust 

under a Higher Level Stewardship Agreement with Natural England (agreement No’s. AG00293115 & AG00253739). The areas under HLS are 

shown in Appendix F - HLS Boundary Plan. 

The remaining SSSI unit, number 004 comprising of an area north of the A327 Minley Road is managed “in house” by the Defence Infrastructure 

Organisation (DIO) and their industry partner Landmarc Support Services (LSS).  

The works listed below are compiled through a series of meetings and site visits involving both the military users, DIO, LSS and other stakeholder’s 

including Natural England and HIWWT. 

Funding for works is bid for on an annual basis and allocated on a priority basis across the whole of the MOD estate. 

NB. The HLS agreement AG00293115 on units 001/002/003/005 runs from 01/08/2010 until 31/07/2020.  HLS agreement AG00253739 on units 

007/008 runs from 01/02/2009 until 31/01/2019. 
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There is a Minley Shoot Conservation and Management Plan 2017-18 by the Shoot to clarify and agree locations of pheasant pens, numbers of 

birds and general management for integration with SSSI and SINC features. The Shoot experiences vandalism of pens and undertakes 

conservation associated tasks such as scrub removal and litter clearance. The Plan should be reviewed annually between parties.  
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Description of the Resource – Protected species (Objective NE2) 
 
International 
No European protected species (EPS) are confirmed present at Hawley & Minley DTA.  
 
Records provided for the Combat Sapper & Wet Gap ecological assessments in 2016 listed brown long eared Plecotus auritus, common pipistrelle 
Pipistrellus pipistrellus, noctule Nyctalus noctule and Soprano pipistrelle, Pipistrellus pygmaeus recorded during the last 10 years within1-2km of F4 
/ Hawley Hard areas.  
There is no recent (ie in last 5 years) bat data for F5 but older records list brown long eared, pipistrelle spp and noctule so bats almost certainly use 
the habitat mosaic and buildings on adjacent Gibraltar Barracks for roosting, foraging and commuting around Hawley & Minley. They and have been 
confirmed as present in the derelict Home Farm complex. 

 
 
National 
Badgers Meles meles occur in patches of suitable habitat throughout the site.  
 
All nesting birds are protected in the breeding season. Birds listed on Schedule 1 of the Wildlife & Countryside Act (WCA) that have been recorded 
on the TAs, include the Dartford warbler Sylvia undata Woodlark Lullula arbore and nightjar.  It should be noted it is an offence to: Intentionally or 
recklessly disturb any wild bird listed on Schedule 1 while it is nest building, or at a nest containing eggs or young, or disturb the dependent young 
of such a bird. 
 
Other bird records for Hawley & Minley are limited with some from the annual 2J’s SPA monitoring; HIWWT adhoc surveys on the HLS ‘heath’ 
areas and from Combat Sapper & Wet Gap ecological assessments in 2016. These include skylark Alauda arvensis; ( until 2016 tree pipit Anthus 
trivialis), yellowhammer Emberiza citronella, cuckoo Cuculus canorus; snipe Gallinago gallinago, woodcock Scolopax rusticola, spotted flycatcher 
Muscicapa striata and green sandpiper Tringa ochropus.  Kingfisher Alecedo athis have been seen foraging and very likely breeding on / near 
Hawley Lake.  
 
Many of these species are NERC Act S41 species and / or on BTO Red List of Birds of Conservation Concern. HIWWT undertake bird surveys and 
monitor breeding barn owls Tyto alba and European kestrel Falco tinnunculus across F5, both of which regularly breed / roost in buildings and trees 
and hunt across the grasslands north and south of the M3.  

 
All reptiles and amphibian species that are not EPS are partially protected under the WCA, including adder, grass snake, slow worm, common 
lizard, common toad, common frog, smooth newt, and palmate newt. HIWWT found common lizard, slow worm and grass snake on F4 heath area 
in 2015. It is likely the other species are present in and around Hawley and Minley DTA’s. 
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There are older (anecdotal) records for water vole Arvicola amphibious on F5 ditches but HIWWT in their surveys have not recorded any in the past 

5 years or so.  
 
Actions 
There are no specific actions for protected species in the works programme.  However all IRMP works programme activities must consider whether 
there is potential for negative impacts on protected species; and SSSI and SNCI works will substantially benefit national and international protected 

species. 
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Description of the Resource –Habitats and Species of Principal Importance (Objective NE3) 
 
A number of NERC Act section 41 Habitats of Principal Importance are present at Hawley & Minley: 

 
Table 7: 
 

Habitat of Principal Importance Bourley DTA -SSSI 

Lowland heathland Yes 

Lowland dry acid grassland Yes 

Lowland fens Yes 

Ponds Yes 

Hedgerows Yes 

Purple moor grass and rush pastures Yes 

Lowland mixed deciduous woodland Yes 

Wet woodland Yes 

Wood-pasture and parkland Yes 

 
The Hawley & Minley DTA also support a number of NERC Act s41 Species of Principal Importance, summarised below: 
 

• Amphibians; e.g. Common Toad 

• Birds; e.g. Woodlark, Nightjar, skylark, tree pipit  

• Mammal; e.g. Various Bats; 

• Reptiles; Grass snake, Adder, slow worm 

• Bryophytes; 

• Fungus; 

• Lichen; 

• Butterflies and moths. Marsh fritillary Euphydryas aurinia; Silver studded blue Plebejus argus. Cinnabar moth Tyria jacobaeae cited in SINC 
meadow details.   

• Spiders; 

• Dragonfly/ damselfly e.g. small red damselfly. Ceragrion tenellum  

• Plants e.g. marsh clubmoss Lycopodiella inundata 
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HWT working with Butterfly Conservation re-introduced the marsh fritillary to grassland pastures in F5 from 2017 which seem to have proven 
successful. There is on-going monitoring by these parties to determine if a long term sustainable population is achieved.  
 
HWT undertake regular surveys of dragonflies and damselflies along the ditch network with recent records for 20 plus species such as emerald 
damselfly, beautiful demoiselle, brown hawker and emperor dragonfly. Piero ADD LATIN names  
 
Notable moth spp from HWT surveys 2018 include Red tipped clearwing Synanthedon formicaeformis sallow clearwing Synanthedon flaviventris 
and yellow legged clearwing Synanthedon vespiformis 
 
 
Other notable plants indicative of good quality wet heath, mire or freshwater habitats include bog pimpernel Anagallis tenella and water violet 
Hottonia palustris 

 
There are incidental records of the non-native signal crayfish Pacifastacus leniusculus in Hawley Finger Lake (Wet Gap Ecological Assessment Oct 
2016), listed under Schedule 9 to the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 as amended and an offence to release or to allow the escape of this 
species into the wild. 
 
Actions 
The only specific actions for priority habitats and species in the Works Programme are control of invasive species outside designated sites.  
However SSSI and SNCI works will take account of and substantially benefit priority habitats and species throughout the site. 
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Description of the Resource – Local Wildlife Sites (Objective NE4) 
 
There is partial information available to the MOD  of the 21 or so SINC sites (Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation) on or adjacent to the DIO 
SD Trg estate at Hawley & Minley. 
 
A short summary of known sites is provided below in Table 8. 
 
Table 8:- information from SINC survey data provided by HBIC from surveys 1985 - 2013 and Combat Sapper / Wet Gap Ecological Assessments 
2016. (Some discrepancies in acreage probably due mix of information sources and draft SINC details)  

 
MOD 
Owned 

TASD SINC Name and area (ha) 
SINC 
Criteria 

Species supported (SINC selection 
criteria 6) 

Yes F5 Ancels Copse (7ha)   

Ancient semi natural woodland of oak birch with 
a poor ground flora; secondary woodland on 
former pasture. Old banks North of M with rich 
flora & most of the 19 Ancient woodland 
vascular plants recorded incl remote 
sedge,Carex remota, hairy brome Bromopsis 
ramosa,wood sedge Carex sylvatica, narrow 
buckler fern Dryopteris carthusiana, broad 
leaved helleborine Epipactis helleborine, 
creeping soft grass Holcus mollis, bluebell 
Hyacinthoides non scripta,, wood millet Milium 
effusum, field rose Rosa arvensis & sanicle  
 
Notable plant heather  

Yes F6 Bramshott Common    

Yes F5 Bramshott Copse North (0.52ha)  

Ancient semi natural woodland of oak and wet 
woodland with damaged ground flora but still 
has 6 ancient woodland indicators pendulous 
sedge Carex pendula, remote sedge giant 
fescue Festuca gigantea, holly,Ilex aquifolium 
yellow archangel Lamium galeobdolon & 
guelder rose Viburnum opulus.  
Notable species Lesser spearwort Ranunculus 
flammula 
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MOD 
Owned 

TASD SINC Name and area (ha) 
SINC 
Criteria 

Species supported (SINC selection 
criteria 6) 

Yes F5 Bramshott Copse (2.8ha)  

Neglected formerly coppice with standards wood 
enclosed by banks & ditches. Very dark in 
places with little ground flora.  
19 ancient woodland species incl remote sedge, 
hairy brome Bromopsis ramosa, narrow buckler 
fern, giant fescue bluebell, crab apple Malus 
sylvestris, wood millet Milium effusum & sanicle  
 
Some Notable species wood sorrel Oxalis 
acetosella 
sanicle Sanicula europaea 
common valerian Valeriana officinalis 

Yes F6 Fleet Pond Woods   

Yes F5 Foxlease Meadow 1 1.39ha 5B 
Semi improved grassland that retains a 
significant element of unimproved grassland  

Yes F5 Foxlease Meadow 2 4.53ha 5B Agriculturally unimproved pastures 

Yes F5 Foxlease Meadow 3  1.58ha   

Yes F5 Foxlease Meadow 4  3.23ha  
Semi improved grassland that retains a 
significant element of unimproved grassland 

Yes F5 Foxlease Meadow 5  2.09ha  
Semi improved grassland that retains a 
significant element of unimproved grassland 

Yes F5 Foxlease Meadow 6  1.85ha  
Semi improved grassland that retains a 
significant element of unimproved grassland 

Yes F5 
Foxlease Meadow 7 (1.4ha) 
1.83ha 

2B/5B 

Old semi improved acid grassland and relic 
mire. 5 grassland plant indicators. Common 
sedge Carex nigra, pill sedge Carex pilulifera, 
heath grass Danthonia decumbens. Purple moor 
garss and mat grass Nardus stricta  

Yes F5 Foxlease Meadow 8  3.21ha  
Semi improved grassland that retains a 
significant element of unimproved grassland. 
Additionally the SINC has fens, , flushes 
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MOD 
Owned 

TASD SINC Name and area (ha) 
SINC 
Criteria 

Species supported (SINC selection 
criteria 6) 
seepages and inundation grasslands that 
support a flora and fauna characteristic of 
unimproved and waterlogged conditions 

Yes F5 Foxlease Meadow 10  1.68ha  
Semi improved grassland that retains a 
significant element of unimproved grassland 

Yes F5 Foxlease Meadow 11  3.76ha  
Notable species bladder sedge Carex vesicaria 
 

Yes F5 Foxlease Meadow 84 (2.04ha) 5B/6A 

Fens, flushes seepages and inundation 
grasslands that support a flora and fauna 
characteristic of unimproved and waterlogged 
conditions. Has a notable species bladder sedge 
Carex vesicaria 
 

Yes F5 Foxlease Meadow G (1.7ha) 2A/2B/6A 

Semi improved and unimproved neutral 
meadow. 2 grassland indicators of sneezewort 
Achillea ptarmica and Dyers Greenweed 
Genista tinctoria  
Trailing tormentil Potentilla anglica 

Yes F5 Foxlease Tank Trap (3ha)  

Large improved pasture but under more 
sympathetic management showing increased 
structural & species diversity Cinnabar Tyria 
jacobaeae 
 

Yes F5 Foxlease Watch Field 4.45ha 5B 

Fens, flushes seepages and inundation 
grasslands that support a flora and fauna 
characteristic of unimproved and waterlogged 
conditions 

Yes F5 
Mallards Copse (3ha) 3.77ha & 
possibly 3.42ha is ANSW  

 

Heather Calluna vulgaris 
Wood sorrel Oxalis acetosella 
Tormentil Potentilla erecta 
Sanicle Sanicula europaea 
Devils-bit scabious Succisa pratensis 
Heath speedwell Veronica officinalis 
Ancient semi natural woodland of oak and ash 
and hazel woodland with ground flora richest in 
the east with bluebell, sorrel, wood anemone 
and sanicle.   
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MOD 
Owned 

TASD SINC Name and area (ha) 
SINC 
Criteria 

Species supported (SINC selection 
criteria 6) 

Yes F5 Minley Wood South 21.01ha  
Areas of heathland vegetation including matrices 
of dwarf shrub, acid grasslands, valley mires and 
scrub.  

Yes F5 Hawley Common  58.23ha  

Areas of heathland vegetation including matrices 
of dwarf shrub, acid grasslands, valley mires and 
scrub. Areas of woodland which retain significant 
remnants of heathland vegetation that would 
enable recovery. Plus freshwater which support 
outstanding assemblages of floating / 
submerged /emergent plant species, 
invertebrates birds or amphibians  

 
There is also a Grade 2 Registered Garden List No 1001264 comprising of gardens and pleasure grounds from the 19th C with the planting of rare 
trees and rhododendrons and construction of Hawley Lake extending to 15ha with islands and a stone and red brick bridge. Parts are within SINC’s 
such as Hawley Common and Foxlease Meadows 1 and 2 See IRMP Historic Environment CMP  

 
Actions 
 
There are no specific actions for Local Wildlife Sites in the Works Programme. 
 



 

24 

 

Natural Capital and Ecosystem Services (Objective NE5) 
 
Natural Capital is defined as the stock of our physical natural assets (such as soil, forests, water and biodiversity) which provide goods and benefits 
to people (such as crops, protection from flooding, climate regulation or the health benefits of recreation).  The four countries of the UK are 
preparing reports on the state of natural capital and developing frameworks for national and corporate natural capital accounting and for 
incorporating natural capital assessment into decision-making. 
 
Ecosystem services are the goods and benefits provided by ecosystems that contribute to making human life both possible and worth living. 
Examples include products such as food and water; regulation of floods, soil erosion and disease outbreaks; and non-material benefits such as 
recreational and spiritual well-being in natural areas. 
 
MOD policy is that biodiversity, natural capital and ecosystem services shall be given appropriate consideration in estate management and estate 
change, in accordance with government policy, UK and national strategies and industry best practice.  The principal current MOD tools for this are, 
for estate management: IEMP, EMS and IRMP; and for estate change: Sustainability Appraisal and related assessments and approvals. 
 
An initial, high level review of key ecosystem services provision, constraints and opportunities is set out in the Table below, following the approach 
of the UK National Ecosystem Assessment (2012-14): 

Table 9 
 

Ecosystem 
Service 

Relevance  Constraints and 
Opportunities  

Provisioning Services 

Crops, Wild Fish, 
Aquaculture, Water, 
Peat, Wild game, 
Honey, 
Ornamentals, 
Genetic Resources 

No significant direct exploitation. 
Local honeybees probably forage on 
the TAs. 
Some culling of wild deer takes 
place through Defence Deer 
Management 
Pheasant shooting by licenced 
shoots 

Extent and productivity is limited 
by military training and 
conservation objectives 

Livestock Conservation grazing on SSSI and 
SNCI sites produces high quality, 
low quantity beef products 

Extent and productivity is limited 
by military training and 
conservation objectives  

Timber, vegetation Extensive plantation and semi- Extent and productivity is limited 
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and wood fibres natural woodlands throughout the 
Hawley & Minley estate.  
Commercial timber Harvesting and 
Marketing.  Some small scale 
firewood collection licenced. 
Habitat management arisings, eg 
Heather, gorse, bracken 
 
 
 
 
 
 

by military training and 
conservation objectives  
 
Opportunity for forestry and 
habitat management arisings to 
be fed to biomass fuel 
production 

Regulating Services 

Climate 
Diseases & Pests 
Pollination 
Noise 
Water Quality 
Air Quality 

Significant area and biomass of 
open and wooded habitats affecting 
gas exchange, absorbing and 
regulating dust, nutrients, noise, 
water and erosion  

Balance of habitat types and 
other land uses is generally 
optimised for military training 
and conservation objectives. 
Noise regulation enhanced by 
woodland retention around 
ranges.  

Hazard - Fire 
regulation 

Potential for wildfires from military, 
public or natural causes 

Fire management plans, 
pyrotechnic restrictions, 
firebreaks, Standing Orders, 
Byelaws, Military and SSSI 
objectives 

Cultural Services 

Environmental 
settings for e.g. 
recreation and 
tourism 

Extensive use of training areas and 
ranges (when not in use) by 
members of the public and for 
licenced activities 

Extent, intensity and frequency 
is limited by military training and 
conservation objectives. 
Controlled by MOD Byelaws and 
SSSI legislation. 

Supporting Services 

Biodiversity, habitats Much of the site is internationally Extent and quality / condition is 
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and species important for lowland heathland 
habitats and species, remainder is 
designated SINC, with substantial 
protected species and wider 
biodiversity value. 

limited by military training and 
public access objectives 
 
Opportunity for further 
enhancement through MOD 
Conservation Stewardship Fund, 
tenants and agri-environment 
schemes  

Soil formation, 
nutrient cycling, 
water cycling, 
primary production 

Extensive areas of natural and semi-
natural habitats contribute to local / 
regional carbon storage and water 
cycling.  Heathland habitats can act 
as a nutrient sink, absorbing 
airborne nitrates and suffering 
eutrophication 

Maintain habitats and 
environmental protection – 
Standing Orders, Sustainability 
Appraisals.   
Avoid drainage of wet / humid 
heaths 
Continue to remove nutrients 
through grazing and tree / scrub 
clearance 

 
Actions 
Subject Matter Expert review and development of the above Table - To a large extent the MOD’s IRMP process already provides a framework for 
identifying, integrating and optimising ecosystem service provision across the defence estate, but occasional targeted review may identify 
opportunities for enhancement. 
 
There are no specific actions for Natural Capital and Ecosystem Services in the IRMP Works Programmes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
MOD Habitat Banking & Biodiversity Offsetting (Objective NE6) 
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To facilitate developments at sites with European designations (Special Area for Conservation or Special Protection Area) MOD has 
agreed to use Habitat Banking as a way of identifying and undertaking ecological improvements that can be counted as mitigation or 
compensation in advance of damage occurring to habitat that qualifies as a designated site feature.  
A ‘MOD Habitat Banking Principles’ document has been developed in consultation with DEFRA and the national nature conservation 
agencies and published in the MOD SEAT Handbook. Key aspects of the principles are that Habitat Banking measures can be on 
designated or undesignated land, but must be: 

- above and beyond what is required to meet MOD statutory commitments to manage designated sites and achieve Favourable 
condition targets  

- agreed with military users, DIO LMS and statutory bodies  
- recorded in Integrated Rural Management Plans (IRMPs) and/or Habitat Banking Trackers 

In conjunction with military staff and commercial partners the DIO Ecologists will identify and develop MOD Habitat Banking 
opportunities across the estate, through targeted studies at priority sites and routine IRMP reviews elsewhere. Once agreed in principle 
with all stakeholders, relatively small and/or low cost measures may be delivered using the MOD Conservation Stewardship Fund, 
while larger schemes may require project-specific business cases and funding.   
Biodiversity Offsetting can be used to improve or create wildlife habitat as a way of compensating for the impacts of MOD development 
on habitats and/or species outside of designated sites. In accordance with the National Planning Policy Framework and BS 
42020:2013 (Biodiversity- Code of practice for planning and development) biodiversity offsetting can only be used to compensate for 
impacts where the mitigation hierarchy has been followed and there is no other option. Biodiversity offsets are distinguished from other 
forms of ecological compensation by the requirement for measurable outcomes with the losses incurred and gains achieved through an 
offset being measured in the same way. The approach to biodiversity offsetting at each site may depend on the Local Planning 
Authority policy on offsetting. 
Actions 
 
In general DIO Ecologists are responsible for identifying biodiversity offsetting opportunities where they may be required to support 
development. These must be agreed with military staff and other colleagues using the same process established for Habitat Banking. 
Where opportunities have been identified they should be recorded on the Habitat Banking Tracker and it is expected that project 
funding will be used to deliver biodiversity offsetting measures via an industry partner.  
 
Longmoor Ranges (Hampshire) has been used as a pilot for the MOD Habitat Banking approach, and much of the mitigation and 
compensation works for the proposed new ETR and replacement GZR were delivered in advance of planning permission being 
granted. The banked measures were previously allocated and committed to the new range development and  may now be used for that 
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project or other projects as appropriate and agreed with statutory bodies. Committed allocations will be recorded in the Planning 
Conditions and Other Commitments section of its CMP.Example Record of Habitat Banking & Offsetting Measures: 
 
 

Mitigation Option 
Name and Grid 
reference 

Designations (e.g. SSSI 
/ CWS / None) 

Current and Potential; 
Habitat Type 

Area (ha) 

Potential 
Biodiversity 

Offsetting / Net 
Gain Credits 

Cost Estimate to 
Implement, including 
long term monitoring 

and adaptive 
management if 

appropriate 

Status ( 
1. Identified - Provisional;  
2. Agreed - Unallocated;  
3. Agreed Allocated;  
4. Complete -Unallocated;  
5. Complete - Allocated) 

Project Allocation 

General Comments 
including 
monitoring and 
adaptive 
management 

SDT / LMS / ES&C 
Comment / 
Approval (incl date 
& reference) 

Statutory Body 
Comment / Approval 
(incl date & reference) 

Eg 

Brimstone 
Enclosure  
SU 7950 3240 

SSSI / SPA / SAC 

Was conifer 
plantation, cleared in 
2016 and reverting to 
dry heath 

2.73 

This area will provide 
supporting habitat 

for SPA bird species, 
and SAC dry heath 

habitat (including for  
associated plants, 

birds, invertebrates, 
and herptiles) as well 

as a small extent of 
wet heath and lichen 

grassland habitats 

[Works complete, 
maintenance 

incorporated into core 
IRMP / SSSI works 

programme] 

Complete - Allocated Longmoor Range 4 

Previous coniferous 

plantation has been 

cleared, 

rhododendron 

removed and 

expansion on the 

small scale mosaic of 

wet heath-mire, 

timber stacked to 

increase reptile 

refugia, new 

horseshoe shaped 

pond and ring barked 

a small number of 

remaining coniferous 

trees to create 

standing dead wood.  

 

Approved as part 
of mitigation / 
compensation 
package for new 
ranges 

Approved and endorsed 
by NE and SDNPA as 
part of project HRA & 
Planning permission 
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Planning Conditions and other Commitments (Objective NE7) 

A summary of ongoing natural environment planning conditions and other commitments is 

given in the table below.  Short-term conditions and commitments are not shown. 

Hawley and Minley Dry Training Areas – None applicable. 



 

30 

 

Survey, Assurance Monitoring and Adaptive Management 
 

This section sets out how the objectives in this plan will be monitored, to align with statutory 

obligations and the DIO audit and assurance process EM02 

 

Ongoing monitoring is undertaken by MOD and contractor staff, consultants (where 

employed for specific tasks), MOD Conservation Group members such as county bird and 

plant recorders, NGOs such as HIWWT and RSPB, as well as Natural England.  

 

Adaptive management is achieved by feedback of monitoring results to MOD site-

management staff and, where appropriate changes to the above controls. Feedback can be 

via informal liaison, or via more formal MOD Conservation Groups, Environmental Steering 

Groups or direct liaison with external regulators.   

 

Survey and Monitoring specific to particular objectives is summarised below: 

 

Designated Sites (Objective NE1) 

- NE SSSI Integrated Site Assessments, based on a 6 year cycle 

- NE monitoring of tenancy implementation of ELS and HLS options 

- DIO/LSS annual monitoring of the condition of rural assets, which includes natural 

environment features where there is a retained MOD maintenance liability  

 

Protected species (Objective NE2) 

- Amphibian and reptile distribution and population monitoring by HIWWT / SARG  

 

Habitats and Species of Principal Importance (Objective NE3) 

- Conservation Group and consultancy surveys  

 

Description of the Resource – Local Wildlife Sites (Objective NE4) 

- DIO/LSS annual monitoring of the condition of rural assets, which includes natural 

environment features where there is a retained MOD maintenance liability  

 

Natural Capital and Ecosystem Services (Objective NE5) 

- All IRMP CMPs contribute to Natural Capital and Ecosystem Services - No specific 

monitoring planned / proposed. 

 

Biodiversity Offsetting & Habitat Banking (Objective NE6) 

- All measures are incorporated into NE7 

 

Planning Conditions and Other Commitments (Objective NE7) 

- Sets out detailed annual monitoring conditions for the new ranges and mitigation 
areas (which are also summarised in the Works Programme).
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Works Programme & Identified Actions 
 

Works will be undertaken in accordance with generic prescriptions (see MU CMP Appendix R / NEDES CMP Annex D) and checks will be 

made for protected species etc as part of legal complaince processes and best practice standards.  

Maps showing proposed works to be funded by DIO SD Trg over next 5 years are attached to this document: They show some of the areas 
described below and / or in a particular year. The maps and programme are subject to change with on-going amendments at annual reviews to 
ensure integration with other land uses especially military training; evolving work proposals based on habitat condition; supporting ecological 
data & funding options where some proposed works in a F/Y are carried forward etc. 
 
SE_SSSI_Works_20182019_ 
SE_SSSI_Works_20192020_ 
SE_SSSI_Works_20202021_ 
SE_SSSI_Works_20212022_ 
SE_SSSI_Works_20222023_ 
 

The following is an extract of the evolving work programme that as such is under continual review and liable to change. The intention is 

to update the rolling programme of completed, approved and aspirational works within the IRMP at each IRMP annual review. However, 

as work programmes are being continuously reviewed and updated across all Sites, this is not always possible. All works prescribed and 

completed will be undertaken compliant with all pertinent legislation and industry best practice, including obtaining regulatory approval 

as required. 
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Table 10 
 

SSSI Name Unit/Feature Works Description 
 

Core or 
Additional Works 

Works (Financial 
Years) 

HRA Conclusion 

2018-19 Completed 
Foxlease and 

Ancells 

Meadows 

4 Minley F4 - Unit 4 - Cut and collect 30% of site 

concentrating on sedge areas near ditch. Create mosaic in 

vegetation. height.  Light weight ride on mower or similar.  

Arisings to go in woods. 

Additional 2018 - 2019 

Off-site – 
Eliminated from HRA  
(No possibility of significant 
negative effect on SPA off-site 
supporting habitat) 

2019-20 Completed 
Castle Bottom 

to Yateley and 

Hawley 

Commons 

14 Rhododendron control on mitigation area for Combat 

Sapper.  
Additional 2019-20 

Exempt 
(Activity in support of SPA  
management) 

2020-21 Fund bids secured 

  Minley F4 - Unit 4 -mow 50% grassland area outside ant 

hills 
Additional  2020-2021 

Exempt 
(Activity in support of SPA 
management) 

N/A adjacent to 

SSSI & on 

SINC’s 

 Shoot Management Plan -review every 1-2 years for 

integration with conservation / woodland etc interests  

MOD / Shoot / 

HIWWT at 1-2 

year intervals  

Ecologist to review plan and 

determine need for SSSI 

Assent / HRA 

2021-2025 Proposed 
Castle Bottom 

to Yateley and 

Hawley 

Commons 

  Finalise Management Plan with Fishing Club around 

Hawley Lake and interaction with SSSI / SINC to inform 

proposed actions below  
 

2021-22 DIO / 

other parties  

Exempt 
(Activity in support of SPA  
management) 

Foxlease and 

Ancells 

Meadows 

4 Minley F4 - Unit 4 – fell 50% of area of conifers up to 

boundary bank leaving mature broadleaved trees to extend 

area of former heath. Probably best to include in forestry 

thinning works in locality – see Woodland CMP. If not 

feasible use CSF funds  

Additional 2021-25 

No LSE / Off-site – 
 (No likely significant negative 

effect on SPA off-site 

supporting habitat. Likely 

positive off site effect ) 
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Foxlease and 

Ancells 

Meadows 

4 Minley F4 - Unit 4 – Every 2 years cut and collect 30% of 

site concentrating on sedge areas near ditch. Create 

mosaic in veg. height.  Light weight ride on or similar.  

Arisings to go in woods. Review if wish to do annual or 

longer / variable cut 

Additional 
2022-23 

2025-26 

No LSE / Off-site – 
 (No likely significant negative 

effect on SPA off-site 

supporting habitat) 

Foxlease and 

Ancells 

Meadows 

4 Minley F4 - Unit 4 - Create horse shoe pond with battered 

banks adjacent to ditch approx. 6m wide to enhance steep 

sided ditch (likely to be too costly) so do 5 scrapes in 

Molinia 10mx2m. 

Additional 2021-22 

No LSE / Off-site – 
 (No likely significant negative 
effect on SPA off-site 
supporting habitat) 

Foxlease and 

Ancells 

Meadows 

4 Minley F4 - Unit 4 - Occasional scrub management  

Additional 
2022-23  

or as needed 

No LSE / Off-site – 
 (No likely significant 
negative effect on SPA off-
site supporting habitat) 

Castle Bottom 

to Yateley and 

Hawley 

Commons 

14 F4 - 1ha of Rhodi to cut and burn per year for 3 years. Link 

to Hawley Lake Management Plan (to be finalised) & any 

woodland glades where rhododendron / gaulteria control 

may be beneficial 

Additional 
2021-22 
2022-23 
2023-24 

Exempt 
(Activity in support of SPA / 

SAC management) 

Castle Bottom 

to Yateley and 

Hawley 

Commons 

14 Woodland glades / rides for SPA birds – explore 

opportunities to retain / enhance via woodland 

management/ CMP. May benefit from CSF funds or do via 

forestry works 

Additional TBC 2021-25 

Exempt 
(Activity in support of SPA / 
SAC management) 

SINC’s  Obtain full up to date survey data for all SINC’s on MOD 

land  
  On-going 

N/A 

SINC’s  Assess any additional potential habitat management works 

in SINC woods or Registered Garden and / or where 

notable habitats or species & decide how best done eg via 

forestry works or seek CSF funds  

Additional  On-going  

N/A 

  Annual review by MOD with HIWWT and NE of agri-

environmental schemes with annual work plans agreed by 

MOD 

 Annual  

N/A 
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  Shoot Management Plan Review every 1-2 years for 

integration with conservation interests. 
 1-2 year intervals  

N/A 
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Record of Consultation & Agreement 

Plan Prepared by: Date Signature 

03/11/18  

 

The following confirms that this management plan is considered accurate and appropriate to the management of Natural 

Environment and Designated Sites on Hawley & Minley Training Areas for the period 2020-2025. 

 

Date Position Name Signature 

 Commander: SDT SE Region  

 

 

 Environmental Support & 

Compliance & HRA 
 

 

 

 Statutory Body (where 

applicable) 
 (NE)  

 

Review due on: August 2022 
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References - For further information  

SSSI Favourable Condition Tables for Castle Bottom to Yateley and Hawley Commons 

March 2016 and Foxlease and Ancells Meadow October 2018  

Combat Sapper & Wet Gap ecological assessments Thomson Ecology 2016 

Hawley Lake Management Plan – draft 2016-2021 by DIO 

SINC survey data from Hampshire Biodiversity Information Centre  

HLS documents including HIWWT surveys such as pond and ditch location map  

Minley Shoot Conservation and Management Plan 2017-18 by the Shoot May 2017 

Biodiversity data from HIOWT 2 August 2019 (email to DIO) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Annex A  

 
Castle Bottom to Yateley & Hawley Commons SSSI Citation  
 
Reasons for notification 
 
This site is notified for its heathland and young conifer plantation which supports an internationally 
important population of Dartford warbler and populations of two other internationally important 
species, woodlark and nightjar. The scrub/heathland interface supports a particularly rich invertebrate 
fauna including a number of nationally scarce species. It also supports an outstanding Dragonfly 
assemblage.  
 
General description 
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Castle Bottom to Yateley and Hawley Commons is one of the largest remnants of lowland heathland 
in the Thames Basin. The majority of the site is on gently undulating plateau gravels; the valley bog at 
Castle Bottom is underlain by Bagshot Beds and Bracklesham Sands.  
The dry heathland areas are dominated by heather Calluna vulgaris, bell heather Erica cinerea and 
dwarf gorse (flex minor, grading locally to humid heath dominated by heather, bell heather, cross-
leaved heath Erica tetralix and purple moor-grass Mohnia caerulea, or acid grassland with dense 
bracken Pteridium aquilinum. Gorse Ulex europaeus, silver birch Betula pendula and pine Pinus 
sylvestris scrub form part of the mosaic. Small areas of grass heath are dominated by bristle-leaved 
bent grass Agrostis curtisii, here near the eastern limit of its distribution. The nationally scarce upright 
chickweed Moenchia erecta is found together with the largest Hampshire colony of the locally 
uncommon moonwort fern Botrychium lunaria. The locally uncommon meadow thistle Cirsium 
dissectum is found towards the south westerly end of the site.  
Valley mire vegetation at the site is dominated by tussocky purple moor-grass and bog myrtle Myrica 
gale. The rich bog flora associated with the more open areas includes white beak-sedge 
Rhynchospora alba, two species of sundew Drosera rotundifolia and D. intermedia, dodder Cuscuta 
epithymum, bog asphodel Narthecium ossifragum and bog pimpernel Anagallis tenella.  
The site supports at least 19 species of dragonfly and*damselfly out of a total of 37 resident species 
in Britain. These include two nationally scarce species, the small red damselfly Ceriagrion tenellum 
and the downy emerald Cordulia aenea, both associated with bog. Heathland invertebrates include 
the nationally rare bee Hyaeus gibbus and a number of nationally scarce species including two native 
cockroaches, the dusky cockroach Ectobius lapponicus and lesser cockroach E. panzeri, and the 
silver-studded blue butterfly Plebejus argus. The nationally rare conopid fly Myopa fasciata is 
recorded from the scrub/heath interface.  
The mosaic of open heath, young plantings and broad rides within coniferous plantation, and scrub 
provides habitat for a number of heathland birds. These include stonechat Saxicola torquata together 
with three highly vulnerable species of bird, woodlark Lullula arborea, nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus 
and Dartford warbler Sylvia undata. The site is also a regular feeding habitat for the hobby Falco 
subbuteo. 
 
Other information  
1. Part of this site is a Country Park and part is registered and confirmed common land.  
2. This site includes land which has been proposed for designation as a Special Protection Area 
under Directive 79/409/EEC on the Conservation of Wild Birds. Nightjar, woodlark and Dartford 
warbler are listed on Annex 1 of the Directive.  
3. Woodlark and Dartford warbler are specially protected by being listed in Schedule 1 of the Wildlife 
and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended).  
4. Woodlark, nightjar and hobby are priority species in the UK Biodiversity Action Plan.  
5. Lowland heath is a priority habitat in the UK Biodiversity Action Plan. 
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Annex B  
 
Foxlease and Ancells Meadows SSSI Citation 
 
Reasons for Notification: 
 
The Site of Special Scientific Interest comprises a wide range of acid grassland, wet heath and mire 
plant communities on slowly permeable soils developed in the Bracklesham Beds of the Thames 
Basin. The area is divided into fields, and its plant communities have probably been much modified by 
a history of light grazing which has tended to increase species diversity at the expense of what may 
once have been more extensive wet or humid heathland. The meadows comprise mainly species-rich, 
damp, acidic grassland, often dominated by sedges and herbaceous plants. Meadow thistle Cirsium 
dissectum, devil’s-bit scabious Succisa pratensis and sneezewort Achillea ptarmica are particularly 
abundant, together with carnation sedge Carex panicea and common sedge C. nigra. The heath-
grass Danthonia decumbens is sometimes the only grass present in the herb-rich sward, while in 
wetter areas purple moor-grass Molinia caerulea is dominant. The grassland grades locally into 
communities dominated by bog mosses Sphagnum species and marsh pennywort Hydrocotyle 
vulgaris, with cottongrass Eriophorum angustifolium; together forming a zonation of which there are 
few other examples in southern England. The site also includes a small area of rabbit-grazed dry, 
acidic grassland in which there are abundant ant-hills. This community is dominated by red fescue 
Festuca rubra and brown bent-grass Agrostis canina, with heath bedstraw Galium saxatile, mouse-
ear hawkweed Hieracium pilosella and heath speedwell Veronica officinalis. Locally, the grassland 
forms a mosaic with bell heather Erica cinerea and the associated parasitic common dodder Cuscuta 
epithymum. There are extensive areas of wet heath dominated by purple moor-grass, crossleaved 
heath Erica tetralix and heather Calluna vulgaris. In places, there are also extensive stands of bog 
myrtle Myrica gale in association with these species. Petty whin Genista anglica is very common and 
other species include common lousewort Pedicularis sylvatica and heath spotted-orchid Dactylorhiza 
maculata. In wetter areas, the heathland forms a mosaic with mire communities containing abundant 
bog moss (especially Sphagnum papillosum and S. tenellum) and bog asphodel Narthecium 
ossifragum. The site contains a number of ponds and ditches supporting a diverse flora, including 
probably the largest population of water violet Viola palustris in Hampshire and the nationally 
declining marsh stitchwort Stellaria palustris, which is found at only one other locality in the county. 
Bog pimpernel Anagallis tenella, intermediate-leaved sundew Drosera intermedia and marsh St 
John’s-wort Hypericum elodes are all abundant, and the scarce white sedge Carex curta, cyperus 
sedge C. pseudocyperus and marsh cinquefoil Potentilla palustris are also present. The open water 
habitats are important breeding sites for dragonflies, including the rare small red damselfly Ceriagrion 
tenellum. A large area of suitable habitat is available for the marsh fritillary butterfly and the site 
supports several large colonies. This butterfly is rapidly declining throughout Europe due to habitat 
destruction and is at the eastern limit of its British range in north Hampshire. The Foxlease and 
Ancells Meadows population is probably an important reservoir for other, more ephemeral, colonies in 
the area. The abundance of its foodplant, devil’s-bit scabious, and a light grazing regime are 
important factors. The range of habitats which comprise the SSSI form an ecosystem of great 
diversity, reflected by the fact that more that 240 plant species have been recorded, including at least 
17 species of sedge. Many of the plants which are present have become scarce nationally due to 
drainage and other agricultural improvements. 
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Annex C  
 

SPA description 

(information as published 2001) 

Thames Basin Heaths 

  

Country  England 

Unitary Authority Bracknell Forest, Hampshire, Surrey  

SPA status  not yet available 

Latitude  15 18 18 N  

Longitude  00 45 06 W 

SPA EU code UK9012141 

Area (ha) to be confirmed upon site classification 

Component SSSI/ASSIs 

Ash to Brookwood Heaths 
Bourley and Long Valley 
Bramshill 
Broadmoor to Bagshot Woods and Heaths 
Castle Bottom to Yately and Hawley Commons 
Chobham Common 
Colony Bog and Bagshot Heaths 
Eelmoor Marsh 
Hazeley Heath 
Horsell Common 
Ockham and Wisley Commons 
Sandhurst to Owlsmoor Bogs and Heaths 
Whitmoor Common  

  

The Thames Basin Heaths SPA is a composite site that is located across the 
counties of Surrey, Hampshire and Berkshire in southern England. The open 
heathland habitats overlie sand and gravel sediments which give rise to sandy or 
peaty acidic soils, supporting dry heathy vegetation on well-drained slopes, wet 
heath on low-lying shallow slopes and bogs in valleys. The site consists of tracts of 
heathland, scrub and woodland, once almost continuous, but now fragmented into 
separate blocks by roads, urban development and farmland. Less open habitats of scrub, acidic woodland and conifer plantations dominate, within which are 
scattered areas of open heath and mire. The site supports important breeding populations of a number of birds of lowland heathland, especially Nightjar 
Caprimulgus europaeus and Woodlark Lullula arborea, both of which nest on the ground, often at the woodland/heathland edge, and Dartford Warbler Sylvia 
undata, which often nests in gorse Ulex sp. Scattered trees and scrub are used for roosting. 

  

Together with the nearby Wealden Heaths SPA and Ashdown Forest SPA, the Thames Basin Heaths form part of a complex of heathlands in 
southern England that support important breeding bird populations.  
  

 
Qualifying species 

For individual species accounts visit the Species Accounts section 

 
  

This site qualifies under Article 4.1 of the Directive (79/409/EEC) by supporting populations of European importance of the following species 
listed on Annex I of the Directive: 
  
During the breeding season; 
  
Dartford Warbler Sylvia undata, 445 pairs representing at least 27.8% of the breeding population in Great Britain (Count as at 1999) 
  
Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus, 264 pairs representing at least 7.8% of the breeding population in Great Britain (Count mean (1998-99)) 
  
Woodlark Lullula arborea, 149 pairs representing at least 9.9% of the breeding population in Great Britain (Count as at 1997 


