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Telephone: 0300 126 7000 
Email: datarequests@westnorthants.gov.uk 
Our Ref: WNC9673-2921 
Date: 09.12.2021 

 

Dear Mr Lane 
 
Request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 
    
Thank you for your request made under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 
detailed below which we received on 08.12. 2021. Please find our response below in 
bold: 
 
Please could you provide me with the name and contact details of those individuals 
responsible for the commissioning of adult services with reference to learning 
disabilities and mental health conditions.  
 
The information requested is withheld from disclosure under Section 14 of the 
Freedom of Information Act 2000. 
  
Your request for information does not appear to have any clear public interest 
purpose.   
  
Without clear public interest the Council considers commercial requests 
vexatious in line with the Upper Tribunal ruling recently upheld by the Court of 
appeal. 
  
http://www.bailii.org/uk/cases/UKUT/AAC/2013/440.html 
  
Judge Wikeley indicates in paragraphs 35 & 38 that improper use of FOIA 
(such as no public interest) is a valid consideration to make when considering 
if a request is vexatious.  Using FOI to gain a commercial advantage or 
opportunity over another can be included within this definition. 
  
If you disagree with the Council’s initial assessment of your request, please 
advise why you consider publication through FOI is in the public interest as 
opposed to a commercial purpose.  Please be mindful that public interest does 
not mean “curiosity or desire” for the information nor the private interests of 
the requestor.  Its meaning here is the “public good” therefore before we 
proceed with your request, we will need to determine there is some purpose 
which benefits the general public in releasing the information you have 
requested. 
 
The Council does not provide contact details in response to FOI requests 
which have no clear public interest or purpose. The Council’s main 

mailto:xxxxxxx.xxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx.xx
http://www.bailii.org/uk/cases/UKUT/AAC/2013/440.html


switchboard number is 0300 126 7000.  A member of the contact centre will 
transfer your call to the most relevant officer or department. 
 
You may re-use the information under the terms of an Open Government Licence. 
 
I trust the above is helpful, however if you are dissatisfied with the way we have 
handled your enquiry or you are unhappy with the response provided, you have the 
right to request an internal review.  You can do this by emailing 
datarequests@westnorthants.gov.uk.  Please quote your reference number. 
 
Please note a request for an internal review should be submitted no later than 3 
months (90 days) from the date of receipt of this response.  The Council is not 
obliged to accept a request for an internal review beyond this timeframe.  A full 
response to your request for a review will be provided within 20 working days. 
 
If you remain dissatisfied with the Council’s internal review, you have the right to 
appeal to the Information Commissioner (ICO).  It is recommended that you contact 
them no later than 3 months from the date of our final response, using the contact 
details below: 
 
Information Commissioner’s Office 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
Cheshire 
SK9 5AF 
 
Telephone:  0303 123 1113 
 
https://ico.org.uk/make-a-complaint/ 
  
Yours sincerely 
 
Iuliana Lisnic 
Information Governance Officer   
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