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You will have received a response from London Councils in relation to the above
 consultation.
 

 has had opportunity to input into that response and

 endorses that, broadly positive, London Councils response and the concerns articulated
 there.
 

 is of the view that the existing franchise agreements have not delivered the

 services (and service improvements) that are needed to support a world class city and that
 residents of the 

 deserve.

 
The new, partnership, approach is welcomed although it is vital that arrangements to
 ensure the views of representatives of the London Boroughs are properly considered are
 enshrined in the governance arrangements.
 
The consultation document highlights the weaknesses of the current arrangements and the
 opportunities that could flow from the new arrangements. A move to new arrangements
 will no doubt release resources that can be used to invest, in a focussed way, much needed
 service improvements. However, if London is to have the rail services it needs and
 Londoners, particularly in the South-East, deserve a step change in investment will be
 necessary. It is not clear from the prospectus how and when that step change in investment
 might be secured. 

 would welcome confirmation that the new partnership will

 prioritise providing clarity on that issue.
 

 looks forward to working with TfL, the DfT and partners in order to

 maximise the benefits from the proposed new approach.
 
Please acknowledge receipt of this response.
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