
 

 

 

 
Mr John Roberts 
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03 May 2017 

 
  
Dear Mr Roberts,  
 
INTERNAL REVIEW OF FOI REQUEST REF: 0111-17 
 
You requested an internal review of the decision, conveyed to you in an email on 2 March 2017 
that the Foreign & Commonwealth Office (FCO) has decided, under the Freedom of Information 
Act 2000 (“the Act”) not to disclose minutes of the last meeting of the Royal Visits Committee 
(RVC) nor provide, in writing, decisions that have been taken since the last formal meeting.  
 
I have conducted a full examination of the issue and have concluded the following: 
 
Search for information 
 
In your email of 30 January 2017 you asked for the following: 
 
1) Membership of this [RVC] Committee – please provide either name and position / job title for 

each member, or, if a member is a junior civil servant and does fall under the data protection 
exemption, simply the position / job title of that member.  
 

2) Terms of Reference of the committee.  
 

3) Minutes of the last meeting. If the minutes of the last meeting have not yet been approved, 
please provide draft minutes. If decisions have been taken in writing since the last formal 
meeting, please provide these decisions also.  

 
I am content that a reasonable search was carried out in relation to your request above.   
 
Use of exemptions 
Section 27(1)(c) (International Relations), Section 35(1)(a) – formulation of Government policy, 
Section 37(1)(a), (ac) communications with Her Majesty/Other Members of the Royal Family, 
Section 38(1)(a) – health and safety, Section 40(2) and (3) – Personal Information and Section 
41(1) – Information provided in confidence were applied and I am content that this was a correct 
application of the exemptions.  
  
Your specific queries  
  
In your request for an internal review you stated:  

Protocol Directorate 

Foreign and Commonwealth Office 

King Charles Street 

London SW1A 2AH 

 

Website: https://www.gov.uk  
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However, I wish to challenge your response to question 3 of my request (viz. Minutes, or draft 
Minutes of the last meeting, and any decisions taken in writing since last meeting). While I do 
acknowledge that ss. 27(1)(c), 35(1)(a), 37(1)(a), 38(1)(a) and 41(1) may have some bearing on 
this request, I disagree that the public interest is best served by denying access to the records 
sought, and I certainly dispute that it is necessary to withhold the records concerned in full. It 
does not appear from your response whether any thought has been given to partial disclosure at 
all.    
 
Once the search for all the relevant information had been completed, an assessment was made 
as to whether partial disclosure of the information could be made. The below paragraphs set out 
the arguments against partial and full disclosure.  
 
To the extent that Section 27(1)(c) of the Act applies, I have determined that maintaining the 
effective conduct of international relations, which heavily depends upon sustaining trust and 
confidence between governments, outweighs the public interest in disclosing the minutes from 
the last meeting of the Royal Visits Committee (RVC). 
 
To the extent that Section 35(1)(a) of the Act applies, I have determined that the Drafting 
Officer’s reasoning behind maintaining the exemption as opposed to full or partial disclosure 
remains valid.  
 
Section 37(1)(a) relating to communications with or on behalf of the Sovereign is an absolute 
exemption which does not require the application of a public interest test. Having studied the 
material, I am satisfied that the information for which this exemption is engaged, is 
communications with or on behalf of the Sovereign. 
 
In addition, in conducting this review, I have also considered Section 37(1)(ac), communications 
with other Members of the Royal Family.  
 
To the extent that Section 37(1)(ac) of the Act applies, it is our view that the diplomatic and 
goodwill work undertaken by Members of the Royal Family is dependent upon the maintenance 
of the confidentiality of their communications with public authorities, which are conducted under 
an expectation of confidence. I have therefore determined that the public interest in maintaining 
this exclusion outweighs the public interest in full or partial disclosure of the RVC minutes.  
 
In conducting this internal review, I am also content with the decision of the Drafting Officer to 
withhold disclosure of the RVC minutes on the basis of Section 38(1)(a), Section 40(2) and (3) 
and Section 41(1). Partial disclosure of the RVC minutes or decisions taken in writing since the 
last formal meeting would still fall under the aforementioned exemptions. 
 
If you are not content with the outcome of this Internal Review you have the right to apply 
directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision. The Information Commissioner can be 
contacted at: 
 
Information Commissioner’s Office 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
Cheshire SK9 5AF 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Assistant Desk Officer, Royal, Ceremonial and Honours Unit  
Protocol Directorate  
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