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Annex A 

 
 
Dear Mr Smithson, 

 

Thank you for your Freedom of Information review request of 18 September 2012. You asked: 
 
Thank you for your response. You haven't answered my questions. 
      
In your response to Q1, you wrote that 'We do not hold the requested statistics as a person cannot be in a 
position where they are ineligible for Employment and Support Allowance (ESA) and not fit enough to meet the 
conditions required for claiming Jobseeker's Allowance (JSA).' 
      
In FoI response VTR3238, you referred to a DWP research publication 
(http://research.dwp.gov.uk/asd/asd5/rports2011-2012/rrep745.pdf). Table 4.1 of that publication shows what 
claimants did immediately after their claims ended. For those who were found fit for work 76% claimed another 
benefit or went back to their old job or got some form of employment. Of the others: 
     - 2% were supported by partner or family/living off savings 
     - 2% were unemployed/looking for work 
     - 1% were still too sick to work 
     - 4% continued without benefits 
      
So at least 7% who were found fit for work were neither claiming any benefits nor being supported by 
partner/family or savings. Based on the high success rate at appeal, the WCA hasn't been a reliable determinant 
for fitness for work so just because the WCA says they are fit for work does not mean that there is any realistic 
chance of them looking for a job, let alone getting one.  Therefore they would not be able to meet the 
requirements for JSA. Not everyone can face the stress of an ESA appeal. 
 
The review was conducted by an independent official of the Department, of the relevant grade 
and authority to carry out such requests. The case has been examined afresh, and guidance 
has been sought from domain experts to ensure all factors were taken fully into account. 
 
Having reviewed your request I can confirm that the content of the original response is upheld. 
We do not hold the requested statistics as a person cannot be in a position where they are 
ineligible for Employment and Support Allowance (ESA) and not fit enough to meet the 
conditions required for claiming Jobseeker's Allowance (JSA). 
 
On the reference you make to research report 745, table 4.1. Responses shown in this table 
are self-reported and therefore the claimants’ own perception. These claimants have been 
found fit for work at a Work Capability Assessment which is carried out by independent 
approved healthcare professionals.  
 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 



 
DWP Central FoI Team 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

Your right to complain under the Freedom of Information Act 

 

If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review you may apply directly to the Information 

Commissioner’s Office for a decision. Generally the Commissioner cannot make a decision unless you have 

exhausted our own complaints procedure. The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: The Information 

Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow Cheshire SK9 5AF www.ico.gov.uk 




    

  

  
