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FREEDOM OF INFORMATION (SCOTLAND) ACT 2002  
 
I refer to your recent request for information which has been handled in accordance with 
the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002. 
 
For ease of reference, your request is replicated below together with the response. 
 
The tabloid newspaper The Scottish Sun has quoted Chief Constable Iain Livingston 
in an interview about the Police handling of the "Glasgow United Against Fascism" / 
"Stand Up To Racism" demonstration on Saturday 20 June 2020, and the "kettling" 
of protesters widely photographed and reported in the media, and witnessed by 
many members of the general public. 
 
The Scottish Sun claims: 
 
'CC Livingstone added: "I do think some of the commentary is uninformed. I do 
think people are speculating, people are opining there and then without being 
present.' 
(https://www.thescottishsun.co.uk/news/5760381/george-square-protests-glasgow-
celtic-green-brigade-kettling-police/) 
 
Please tell me whether The Scottish Sun has accurately reported Chief Constable 
Livingston's comments. 
 
As you may be aware an individual’s right under the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 
2002 is to receive recorded information held by a public authority.   As your question seeks 
a yes/no response as opposed to recorded information, I must conclude that it is not valid 
in terms of section 8 of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002.  
  
To be of assistance I can, however, advise that these comments were not provided in an 
interview with the Scottish Sun. 
 
The newspaper was reporting on comments made publicly at the Scottish Police Authority 
meeting on 30 June. An audio recording of the meeting is available here: 
https://livestream.com/spa/30june2020.  The comments in question were made during 
discussion at Part 3: Chief Constable’s Report. 
 
Please tell me where Chief Constable Livingston was during and immediately after 
the protest in Glasgow on Saturday 20 July 2020. I am particularly keen to know 
where he was in relation to the police cordon which moved anti-racist protesters 
from George Square to the Gallowgate, and especially at the point in the Gallowgate 
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just after a police horse lashed out at a member of the public on the West side of the 
Merchant City Clock Tower, but before protesters within the cordon started to be 
allowed to leave at the corner of the Gallowgate and High Street (Chief Constable 
Livingston will recall that this was the point where the cordon was "tightened", and 
the already limited opportunity for physical distancing was completely removed). 
 
I can advise that Chief Constable Livingstone was not part of the Command structure at this 
incident. 
 
Should  you  require  any  further  assistance  please  contact  Information  Management  - 
Glasgow on 01786 895862 quoting the reference number given. 
 
If you are dissatisfied with the way in which Police Scotland has dealt with your request, you 
are entitled, in the first instance, to request a review of our actions and decisions.   
 
Your request must specify the matter which gives rise to your dissatisfaction and it must be 
submitted  within  40  working  days  of  receiving  this  response  -  either  by  email  to 
xxx@xxxxxxxx.xxx.xxxxxx.xx

  or  by  post  to  Information  Management  (Disclosure),  Police 

Scotland, Clyde Gateway, 2 French Street, Dalmarnock, G40 4EH. 
 
If you remain dissatisfied following the outcome of that review, you are thereafter entitled to 
apply to the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner within six months for a decision.  
You can apply online, by email to xxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxxx or by post to Office of 
the  Scottish  Information  Commissioner,  Kinburn  Castle,  Doubledykes  Road,  St  Andrews, 
Fife, KY16 9DS. 
 
Should  you  wish  to  appeal  against  the  Office  of  the  Scottish  Information  Commissioner's 
decision, there is an appeal to the Court of Session on a point of law only. 
 
As  part  of  our  commitment  to  demonstrate  openness  and  transparency  in  respect  of  the 
information we hold, an anonymised version of this response will be posted to the Police 
Scotland Freedom of Information Disclosure Log in seven days' time. 
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