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(12)

Environmental information which is physically held by
other bodies on behalf of public authorities should also
fall within the scope of this Directive.

be published and made available to applicants together
with information on the circumstances in which a
charge may be levied or waived.

(19)  Applicants should be able to seek an administrative or
(13)  Environmental information should be made available to Jud1c1al. review 9f the acts or omissions of a public
applicants as soon as possible and within a reasonable authority in relation to a request.
time and having regard to any timescale specified by the
applicant. (20)  Public authorities should seek to guarantee that when
environmental information is compiled by them or on
their behalf, the information is comprehensible, accurate
. s ) . and comparable. As this is an important factor in asses-
(14) Rubhc at_lthomrles should make environmental informa- sing the quality of the information supplied the method
tion available in the form or format requested by an used in compiling the information should also be
applicant unless it is already publicly available in another disclosed upon request.
form or format or it is reasonable to make it available in
another form or format. In addition, public authorities
should be required to make all reasonable efforts to (21)  In order to increase public awareness in environmental
maintain the environmental information held by or for matters and to improve environmental protection, public
them in forms or formats that are readily reproducible authorities should, as appropriate, make available and
and accessible by electronic means. disseminate information on the environment which is
relevant to their functions, in particular by means of
computer telecommunication andfor electronic tech-
nology, where available.
(15)  Member States should determine the practical arrange- -
ments under whi i ion is effectively made
availab;]c. Th::c Z?T;E;};niﬁﬁﬁﬁ guarante: t}{at atlge 43 ?l‘his Llisaetive Should. ke eval.uated every {our g, A
information is cffectively and easily accessible and fa cairy Lip force, in the light of experience and after
progressively becomes available to the public through submission of the relevant reports by the Member States,
public telecommunications networks, including publicly and be subjecF to revision on that basis. The Commission
accessible lists of public authorities and registers or lists shm.ﬂd submit an evalugtlon report to the European
of environmental information held by or for public Parliament and the Council.
authorities.
(23)  Since the objectives of the proposed Directive cannot be
sufficiently achieved by the Member States and can
(16)  The right to information means that the disclosure of tch(f::fs;iigc r:::earldz;};le;iisﬁesf Oir:: n;ﬂ?é%;izzl'“;};ﬁ
information should be the general rule and that public s cJiar b A
authorities should be pf:rmigtted to refuse a reque]zt for ?.C Pnn; iple of.zubmdlar_ltg a; 5 ot "1] A‘{UC]F : Of the
environmental information in specific and clearly Itvcaty. gy anlce ‘Xlt lt elp-m[l)c-lP A §10p01t1£0n—
defined cases. Grounds for refusal should be interpreted Eé;)gnag S&;Z?ti;n]:;izssggc ?;]tzideiliﬁlv:chgisenﬁmgsz
in a restrictive way, whereby the public interest served objectives.
by disclosure should be weighed against the interest
served by the refusal. The reasons for a refusal should be
provided to the applicant within the time limit laid (24)  The provisions of this Directive shall not affect the right
down in this Directive. of a Member State to maintain or introduce measures
providing for broader access to information than
required by this Directive,
(17)  Public authorities should make environmental informa-
tion available in part where it is possible to separate out
any information falling within the scope of the excep-
tions from the rest of the information requested.
HAVE ADOPTED THIS DIRECTIVE:
(18)  Public authorities should be able to make a charge for
supplying environmental information but such a charge Atticle 1
should be reasonable. This implies that, as a general rule,
charges may not exceed actual costs of producing the Objectives

material in question. Instances where advance payment
will be required should be limited. In particular cases,
where public authorities make available environmental
information on a commercial basis, and where this is
necessary in order to guarantee the continuation of

The objectives of this Directive are:

(a) to guarantee the right of access to environmental informa-

collecting and publishing such information, a market-
based charge is considered to be reasonable; an advance
payment may be required. A schedule of charges should

tion held by or for public authorities and to set out the
basic terms and conditions of, and practical arrangements
for, its exercise; and



