
Brunswick Park Community Hub planning application withdrawn 
 
Barnet Council and NHS Barnet have withdrawn a joint planning application for the new Brunswick 
Park Community Hub.  
 
Plans for the development were due to be considered by Barnet Council’s Planning Committee this 
Thursday (29 July 2010). 
 
However the council has now been told by the Department for Education that funding for the scheme is 
no longer available. 
 
Leader of Barnet Council and local ward Councillor Lynne Hillan said: “We felt that the timetable – 
which wasn’t set by the Council – was do-able. But in the current financial climate the DfE obviously 
feels the risks of overrun are too high.  
 
“It is a real shame that this project has had to be cancelled at this stage. It hit all the right buttons for 
joined up public services. I am particularly disappointed as this would have been a fantastic facility for 
residents of all ages in my own ward. 
 
“I am particularly aggrieved that funding has been withdrawn without any discussion with the council 
or NHS Barnet, and when the project is at such an advanced stage. I shall be contacting the Department 
for Education to make it clear that we don’t consider this acceptable.” 
 
Cameron Ward, Chief Executive at NHS Barnet commented: “NHS Barnet is disappointed that funding 
to support the development of a community hub in Brunswick Park has been withdrawn. The 
Brunswick park building was temporary accommodation 30 years ago and housed two GP practices.   
 
The development of a new health centre to house four local practices and the opportunities for joint 
working between local authority and health services would have had a positive impact on how services 
are experienced by patients in the local area.  However, we recognise that difficult decisions need to be 
made at all levels.   
 
NHS Barnet will continue to work with the London Borough of Barnet to focus on identifying an 
alternative long term solution for the project including the two practices that were housed in the 
original Brunswick Park Health Centre that was recently damaged in a fire.” 
 
The Community Hub would have included a new Doctor’s Surgery, a public library, a children’s 
centre.  A café would have served the hub and users of Brunswick Park. 
 
Later phases of the development potentially included public leisure faculties and a rebuilding of 
Brunswick Park Primary School. 
 
Notes to editors: 
 
The planning application was submitted by Elevate - joint delivery company for the two organisations. 
 
 
New facilities for Brunswick Park 
 
The proposed plans for new and improved community facilities at the current Brunswick Park site will 
be presented to residents at a planning and development forum on Monday 15 March. 
 
The first phase of the plans, to be presented on the 15th, will include a new library, nursery, Children’s 
Centre and health centre. The new building will be one of the first to be produced as a partnership 
between Barnet Council and NHS Barnet. 
 
If approved, work on phase one will commence in Autumn 2010, followed by future phases, which will 
see the construction of the new swimming pool, gym and youth centre, and the replacement of the 
existing school. 
 



Councillor Melvin Cohen, Cabinet Member for Planning and Environment Protection, said: “This is an 
exciting partnership project between the council and NHS Barnet to create modern and fit for purpose 
facilities for residents.  
 
“With ever decreasing budgets it is more and more challenging to improve services, so by developing 
strong partnership approaches to designing and commissioning new buildings we can improve our 
services while money is tight. 
 
“The regeneration of Brunswick Park will not only greatly enhance the area but will benefit all 
residents, particularly young families. I hope we get many local residents giving us their views ahead 
of a planning application.” 
 
 
Major investment to improve public services 
 
Plans for major new investment to improve services in a deprived area have been announced by Barnet 
Council and its partner Barnet Primary Care Trust. The plans for Brunswick Park are designed to 
improve access to public services for families.  
 
The Department for Children, Schools and Families has approved funding of £6.5m for the first phase 
of the scheme, which will provide a new primary care centre, a replacement library, and a children’s 
centre in place of the existing Hampden Way nursery.  
 
The new facilities will replace buildings which are spread over a wide area. Many are in a poor 
condition and require replacement. The primary care centre will include a pharmacy, therapy services, 
support for long term conditions and a lifestyle clinic. There is also scope to include a Safer 
Neighbourhood Team base for neighbourhood police teams, and there will be better access to the local 
park 
 
Bringing all the services together on one site will provide the opportunity to create a new community 
focus at Brunswick Park. It will also result in significant savings for the Council and the Primary Care 
Trust. Sharing resources and facilities will cut both building and running costs  
Barnet Council’s Cabinet member for Investment in Learning, Cllr Robert Rams, said: “This is an 
exciting and innovative project. 
“ It is extremely good news for the residents of Brunswick Park, who for the first time will have easy 
access to an efficient, family-centred complex providing a whole range of vital public services on one 
site. It is an excellent example of how the public sector can work together in partnership for the benefit 
of the community.” 
 


