
 
 

 
 
 

Ally Tibbitt 
 
19 October 2018 
 
Dear Mr Tibbitt, 
 
Request under The Freedom Of Information (Scotland) Act 2002  
 
Thank you for your Freedom of Information request received 24 September 2018, in which you 
requested the following:  
 
This is a Freedom of Information request. I am interested in information from held by your 
organisation that relates to the process of planning and preparing for a possible future when 
the UK may not be a member of the European Union ("Brexit").  

In particular: 

1) How much has been spent on external consultants or support to advise on the implications 
and consequences of brexit, or recommend actions to mitigate any possible brexit impacts? 
If spend has occurred, please confirm the name of the supplier or suppliers and copies of 
any material produced by this process. 

2) Please supply copies of any brexit planning documentation held by the organisation or 
consumed by senior management. This may include, but should not be limited to, Risk 
Assessments, Action Plans, Meeting minutes, Reports and presentations.   

3) Please supply technical or advisory briefing documentation on brexit that has been 
produced by the organisation and supplied to other government agencies or bodies.  

4) Please supply copies of any technical or advisory documentation that has been supplied 
to the agency from other public bodies that relates to Brexit contingency planning.   

5) Please supply details of any assessment that has been made of the financial impact on 
the organisation, either positive or negative, of the brexit process. Has the organisation set-
aside a contingency fund or invested as a direct consequence of the brexit process? If so, 
please provide summary details. I would like to request, under the terms of the FOISA, 
details (from 1 January 2016 to the present) of the following: 

We have considered your request, and can respond as follows: 
 
VisitScotland continues to monitor the negotiations and to discuss the potential impact of Brexit on 
the visitor economy with our industry partners and colleagues within the Scottish Government. 
 
While it is still too early to know the full impact of leaving the European Union we are participants in 
Scottish Government discussion fora and industry workshops looking at possible implications of 
Brexit and senior representatives have also contributed at EU panel sessions examining the potential 
impact on tourism. 
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The concerns we have shared include: access to labour; potential visa restrictions; rising costs of 
products and the impact of these costs on businesses; and open sky agreements, which could 
adversely effect the ability of visitors to travel to Scotland. Other areas of concern include the impact 
on health insurance and hire cars. 
 
Furthermore, VisitScotland employs 60 EU nationals. The language skills and market knowledge our 
colleagues bring add to Scotland’s ability to attract European visitors and to welcome and provide 
information to them in their own language.  
 
With regard to your questions 1, 3, & 5 above, until more details emerge about the UK’s future 
relationship with the EU it would be very difficult to sensibly allocate resources to undertake 
assessments, preparations or contingency plans. Therefore, we cite Section 17 ‘Notice that 
Information is Not Held’ of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act. 
 

In relation to questions 2 and 4 above, requesting copies of any Brexit planning, technical or 
advisory documentation held by VisitScotland, please see the attached documents:  

• SS28.17 Brexit and the Impacts on the Scottish Sector 

• VisitScotland Implications of Brexit on Public Sector Workforce 

• SLF Brexit Breakfast - Read out - September 2017 

• Note of BRSG meeting 30.07.2018 

• Agenda Brexit Response Steering Group 27 August 2018. 

• 180425 - European Parliament - Brexit and Tourism - Briefing 

• Research for TRAN Committee - Brexit 
 
It is important to note that the UK Government has published a series of documents offering 
guidance on how to prepare for Brexit. These papers are the main source of information to help 
organisations and businesses prepare for leaving the European Union and can be accessed using the 
following link, www.gov.uk/government/collections/how-to-prepare-if-the-uk-leaves-the-eu-with-
no-deal  
 
We will continue to monitor the evolving situation very closely and will work with our partners and 
stakeholders, ensuring visitors from around the world continue to come to Scotland to enjoy its 
spectacular landscapes, its rich heritage and, of course, the warm welcome of its people. 
 
We hope this information is helpful to you. If, however, you are not satisfied with our response or 
the manner in which we have dealt with your application, you may in the first instance contact our 
Chief Executive, Malcolm Roughead, whose contact details are set out below:  
 
Mr Malcolm Roughead  
Chief Executive  
VisitScotland  
Ocean Point One  
94 Ocean Drive  
Edinburgh, EH6 6JH  
Telephone: 0131 472 2201  
Fax: 0131 472 2223  

http://www.gov.uk/government/collections/how-to-prepare-if-the-uk-leaves-the-eu-with-no-deal
http://www.gov.uk/government/collections/how-to-prepare-if-the-uk-leaves-the-eu-with-no-deal


 3 

E-mail: malcolm.roughead@visitscotland.com 
  
If you wish to request a review of your application under either the Freedom of Information 
(Scotland) Act 2002 or the Environmental Information (Scotland) Regulations 2004, your request 
should be submitted to us in writing, or another permanent format (for example e-mail or voice 
recording), and be received by us within 40 days of the date of this letter. Any request for a review 
should also set out, in as much detail as possible, the reasons why you are not satisfied with our 
response or the manner in which we have dealt with your application.  
 
If you are still not satisfied with our handling of your application after we have responded to your 
request for a review, you have a right to apply to the Scottish Information Commissioner for a 
decision on whether we have dealt with your request in accordance with the Act. Appeals must be 
made within 6 months of the response. 
 
The Scottish Information Commissioner may be contacted at:  
 
Scottish Information Commissioner  
Kinburn Castle  
Doubledykes Road  
St Andrews, Fife  
KY16 9DS  
Telephone: 01334 464610  
Fax: 01334 464611  
E-mail: enquiries@itspublicknowledge.info  
Website: www.itspublicknowledge.info/Appeal    
 
You also have the right to appeal to the Court of Session in Scotland on a point of law concerning 
either our response.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Douglas Keith  
Government and Parliamentary Affairs Executive 
VisitScotland 

mailto:xxxxxxx.xxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx
mailto:xxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxxx
http://www.itspublicknowledge.info/Appeal

