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FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000 REQUEST FOR AN INTERNAL REVIEW   
 
Dear Mr. Jagger, 
 
I have been asked to consider your request for an internal review. Please accept my 
apologies for the delay in response. 
 
Your request 
 
You wrote on 6 November 2012: 
 
This request relates to an answer given by Exchequer Secretary 
     David Gauke to a parliamentary question from Robert Buckland MP, 
     where he stated: 
      
     "HMRC has identified around 1,900 individuals who used the 
     avoidance scheme or one of its variants and whose tax returns are 
     currently under inquiry." 
      
  
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201213/cmhansrd/cm120717/text/12071
7w0003.htm#12071796002699 
      
     Please can you provide a breakdown of the 1,900 individuals by 
     scheme promoter. 
      
     If, for whatever reason, you are unable or unwilling to name the 
     promoters, please refer to them anonymously as "A", "B", "C", "D", 
     "E" etc. Some individuals may not have gone through a promoter or 
     the promoter may not be known to HMRC. Please can you group all of 
     these together under the category "Other". 
      
     To assist you, below is an illustration of what I'm looking for, 
     although obviously I would prefer the actual names of the promoters. 
      
     A - 700 
     B - 600 
     C - 500 
     Other - 100 
     TOTAL - 1900 individuals 
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     I would be astounded if the Special Investigations department 
     investigating the scheme do not already hold this most basic of 
     information on promoters and users in a readily available form. 
     However, if they do not and it would exceed the £600 cost limit to 
     compile it, I am willing to personally cover all of their costs. 
 
 
Our response 
 
HMRC replied on 4 December 2012 turning down your request under the provisions 
of 12(1). 
 
You wrote on the same day seeking a review saying: 
 
  I would like a review of the exemptions which have been cited so that 
  I can demonstrate that I have exhausted all avenues to obtain the information. 
           
Internal review 
 
The purpose of the review is to provide a fair and thorough review of decisions made 
pursuant to the FOIA. I can see that your request was issued within the statutory limit 
required by Section 10(1) of the Act. 
 
The letter also gave you information about your right to request a review and to 
complain to the Information Commissioner in accordance with Section 17(7) of the 
Act. 
 
The Act gives applicants two rights in respect of information held by a public 
authority: 
 (1) a right to be told if the information is held (known as the duty to confirm or deny); 
and 
 (2) a right to have that information communicated subject to any exemption or 
exemptions that might apply.  
 
Conclusion 
 
I have now had the opportunity to consider the correspondence and papers relating 
to this request and am satisfied that section 12 was correctly cited. I can confirm that 
this concludes the review process. 
 
If you are not content with this decision you may apply to the Information 
Commissioner for a decision.  He can be contacted at The Information 
Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire SK9 5AF. 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Margaret Earing  
 




    

  

  
