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These instructions replace CAN 17, which is now cancelled. This instruction is in 
three sections, covering:  
 

1.  CROs using their private vehicles for Coastguard activities  
2.  CROs using hire cars or pool vehicles (non-blue light vehicle) for Coastguard 

activities  

3.  CROs driving Blue Light vehicles on Coastguard activities  

 
 

1.  CROs using their private vehicles for Coastguard activities 

 
Driver Vehicle Authorisation 
 
Before a CRO can drive any vehicle on official business they must obtain authorisation 
from the SCOO by completing a Form MSF - 6054 (Driving Licence Check and Private 
Vehicle Use – Volunteer Coastguard Rescue Officers). This form will be kept by the 
SCOO as a record of a CRO’s authorisation to drive a private vehicle(s) on official 
business.  
 
Approval and Responsibilities 
 
Approval to use private vehicles on authorised duty is given on the basis that the 
CRO completes the declaration form, MSF 6054, and assumes the responsibilities 
contained within that declaration.  
 
It is the responsibility of the SCOO to check that the CRO’s driving licence belongs to 
the CRO, is a full licence (not provisional), is in date, permits the CRO to drive in the 
UK, and must record the licence groups under which the CRO has permission to tow. 
Please note, photocard driving licences have a 10 year life, after which time they must 
be  renewed.  There  is  no  longer  a  requirement  for  a  CRO’s  driving  licence  to  be 
checked annually as a matter of course. However, 
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a change in licence status (e.g. the licence is renewed, the CRO gains points on their 
licence, etc) or the licence expiry date is reached.  
 
It is the responsibility of the SCOO to ensure this authorisation is recorded on Shared 
Services. Changes to licence status should be recorded locally. (In due course, this 
record can be scanned and attached to the CRO’s record in Shared Services).  
 
It is the responsibility of the SCOO to make the CRO aware of this policy  and DfT 
Group T&E guidance.  
 
It is the responsibility of the SCOO to ensure that, on islands where driving legislation 
and regulations differ from those on the UK mainland, (e.g. there is no requirement for 
a vehicle to have a MOT certificate) a manual note to this effect is made on the back 
of the CROs’ Driving form, MSF 6054.  
 
It is the responsibility of the CRO to complete MSF 6054 - Driver Licence checks and 
Private Vehicle Use for volunteer Coastguard Rescue Officers. 
 
It is the responsibility of the CRO to advise coastguard management (either a SCOO 
or COAC) if the circumstances surrounding their driving licence change, eg 
 

  They obtain additional permissions on the their licence ( e.g. for trailer driving) 

  They obtain points on their licence 

  They are convicted for offences under the Road Traffic Act 

  Their licence is amended (e.g. relating to a medical condition) 

  They are restricted from driving in any way 

  Their licence is revoked  

  They can no longer comply with the terms contained in the declaration of form 

MSF6054.  

  They are subject to any other change to their driving authorisation 

 
This list is not exhaustive. 
 
It is the responsibility of the CRO to ensure they have the correct insurance for their 
vehicle if they use it for any Coastguard Rescue Service activities, they comply with 
current legislation and regulations relating to driving, and the vehicle is fit for purpose. 
On islands where legislation and regulations differ from those on the UK mainland, 
local legislation, byelaws, rules and regulations must be followed. 
 
It is the responsibility of the CRO to ensure that their private vehicle insurance provides 
cover  for  the  volunteer  rescue  activities  that  are  likely  to  be  undertaken  whilst  on 
authorised duty as a CRO.  
 
It is the responsibility of the CRO to ensure they have permission to drive the vehicle 
for  Coastguard  Rescue  Service  activities,  (e.g.  if  they  respond  to  an  incident  in  an 
employer’s vehicle). 
 
Coastguard  management  reserve  the  right  to  request  sight  of  the  CRO’s  driving 
licence and obtain online details surrounding permissions given by that licence at any 
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that permission to drive a private vehicle is revoked, and no mileage reimbursement 
can be claimed.  
 
Insurance requirements for Private Vehicles 
 
There is no longer a requirement for Coastguard management to check the insurance 
status of a private vehicle used by a CRO for Coastguard activities. CROs must comply 
with UK legislation in this regard. 
 
HMCG vehicle insurance does not cover volunteer Coastguard Rescue Officers using 
their own vehicles when carrying out authorised duty. 
 
CROs  may  find  the  following  statements  useful  when  checking  cover  with  their 
insurance company: 
  the vehicle may be used to travel to the scene of an incident or as close as possible 

to an incident whilst remaining on a recognised road; 

  the vehicle will be driven in accordance with current road traffic legislation; 

  the  vehicle  will  not  be  used  as  an  emergency  vehicle  and  will  not  carry  any 

emergency service vehicle warning devices eg blue lights; 

  the vehicle may routinely carry passengers and their personal protective clothing 

but not rescue equipment (but see 6.10 below); 

  the vehicle will not be used to transport injured persons or others involved in the 

actual incident; 

 
N.B.  When  discussing  with  insurance  companies  the  use  of  a  private  vehicle  for 
volunteering activities, it is important not to exaggerate what using a personal vehicle 
for  Coastguard  Rescue  Service  actually  means.  The  use  of  terms  such  as  “I’m  an 
emergency service driver”, “I work for a blue light service”, “I am trained to drive under 
blue  light  conditions”, “need  to  respond  to  emergencies  quickly”  will  give  insurance 
companies the wrong impression about the use of a private vehicle for volunteering 
activities and they may ask for significant increases in premiums. 
 
HMCG will not meet the cost of any insurance premiums for CROs’ private vehicles. 

Compensation for damage to a private motor vehicle 

The  Department  for  Transport,  MCA  and  HMCG  accept  no  financial  liability 
whatsoever  in  the  event  of  damage  to  a  private  motor  vehicle  when  used  by  a 
volunteer CRO on rescue service. 
 
However, where the MCA is satisfied that official or hired transport was not readily 
available (or could not reasonably have been used) and the use of a private motor 
vehicle was duly authorised on the occasion in question, it will consider making an ex-
gratia  payment  for  any  accidental  damage  to  the  vehicle,  taking  into  account  any 
contributory negligence by the driver. 
 
The consideration of such a payment is strictly limited to private motor vehicles used 
on actual rescue service but not when used off road. It does not apply to attendance 
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by volunteers between their homes and normal places of duty. 
 
Implementation of these instructions. 
 
For those CROs who are just joining the CRS, these instructions are to be followed 
immediately.  
 
For  existing  CROs  currently  under  the  existing  annual  licence  check  regime,  these 
instructions are to be implemented as soon as possible but no later than the expiry 
date of their current annual licence check.  
 
 

2.  CROs using hire cars or pool vehicles (non-blue light vehicle) for 

Coastguard activities  

 
Driver Vehicle Authorisation 
 
Before a CRO can drive any vehicle on Coastguard activities, they must complete form 
MSF6054 (Driving Licence check and Private Vehicle Use for volunteer Coastguard 
Rescue Officers). 
 
To drive a hire car or pool car (a non-blue light vehicle) on authorised duty a CRO 
must obtain authorisation from the vehicle custodian, which may be a SCOO, COAC 
or other senior manager. 
 
Approval and Responsibilities 
 
Approval to use a hire car or pool vehicle (non-blue light vehicle) on authorised duty 
is given on the basis that the CRO has already completed the declaration form MSF 
6054 and assumes the responsibilities contained within that declaration.  
 
It is the responsibility of the SCOO to arrange the hire car for a CRO, ensuring that 
MCA’s Short Term Rental vehicle policy is adhered to in the hiring of the vehicle.  
 
It is the responsibility of the SCOO to bring MCA’s Short Term Vehicle rental policy to 
the attention of the CRO. 
 
It is the responsibility of the CRO to ensure the information contained in MSF 6054 is 
current, and to abide by the terms contained in the declaration on that form. 
 
It is the responsibility of the CRO to comply with the MCA’s Short Term Vehicle rental 
policy. 
 
Coastguard  management  reserve  the  right  to  request  sight  of  the  CRO’s  driving 
licence and obtain online details surrounding permissions given by that licence at any 
time. Failure to provide the licence or permission to view online details that may mean 
that permission to drive a private vehicle is revoked, and no mileage reimbursement 
can be claimed.  
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MCA vehicles are covered against third party claims in line with Departmental policy. 
This gives cover against damage to property of third parties and claims for damages 
against  drivers.  The  remainder  of  the  risk  is  borne  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Transport. The MCA has insured itself for recovery of uninsured loss. The terms of the 
insurance policy are such that the vehicle is the ‘property’ of the Secretary of State for 
Transport. This includes any vehicle owned, leased or rented to the MCA. 
 
When Coastguard Rescue Officers are on ‘authorised duty’ they are covered by the 
provisions of the CRS Injury Compensation Scheme. 
 
 

3.  CROs driving Blue Light vehicles on Coastguard activities  

 
Driver Vehicle Authorisation 
 
Before a CRO can drive any vehicle on official business they must obtain authorisation 
from the SCOO by completing a Form MSF - 6054 (Driving Licence Check and Private 
Vehicle Use – Volunteer Coastguard Rescue Officers).  
 
By law, it is only permissible to place blue flashing lights and sirens on vehicles under 
the control of an Emergency Service. This excludes their fitting to any privately owned 
vehicle,  even  when  it  is  being  used  in  conjunction  with  an  emergency  service 
response.  Private  vehicles  are  prohibited  from  using  any  visible  or  audible  warning 
devices or signage when on MCA business other than those issued and approved by 
the Head of Coastal Resources. 
 
Definition 
 
A blue light vehicle may be a CRV (Coastguard Rescue Vehicle) or a CORV 
(Coastal Operations Response Vehicle).  
 
Approval and Responsibilities 
 
Eligibility  to  drive  a  blue  light  vehicle  is  dependent  on  the  CRO  being  able  to 
demonstrate satisfactorily to the SCOO or designated SO, the requirements of Driving 
competencies S18 and S19 as a minimum. Before being allowed to drive a CRV off 
road CROs must be able to demonstrate satisfactorily to the SCOO or designated SO 
the requirements of additional Driving competency S20. Before being allowed to drive 
a CRV with a trailer, CROs must be able to demonstrate satisfactorily to the SCOO or 
designated SO competence against additional competency S21. 
 
Permission to drive a blue light vehicle on authorised duty is given on the basis that 
the CRO completes the declaration form MSF 6054 and assumes the responsibilities 
contained within that declaration.  
 
A CRO’s competence to drive is recorded on the Search Competency Achievement 
Record MSF 6538 (See CAN 27, Additional Training Support Material for CAN 11) . 
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competency level S18 and S19 as a minimum. 
 
It is the responsibility of the SCOO to ensure the appropriate permissions, dependent 
on competencies attained, are recorded on Shared Services and as detailed in CAN 
27, Additional Training Support Material for CAN 11. 
 
It  is  the  responsibility  of  the  SCOO  to  ensure  the  CRO  has  viewed  the  ‘Blue  Light 
Driving’ DVD. 
 
It is the responsibility of the CRO to ensure the information contained in MSF 6054 is 
current, and to abide by the terms contained in the declaration on that form. 
 
Coastguard  management  reserve  the  right  to  request  sight  of  the  CRO’s  driving 
licence and obtain online details surrounding permissions given by that licence at any 
time.  
 
Insurance while driving Blue Light vehicles on Coastguard activity 
 
MCA vehicles are covered against third party claims in line with Departmental policy. 
This gives cover against damage to property of third parties and claims for damages 
against  drivers.  The  remainder  of  the  risk  is  borne  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
Transport. The MCA has insured itself for recovery of uninsured loss. The terms of the 
insurance policy are such that the vehicle is the ‘property’ of the Secretary of State for 
Transport. This includes any vehicle owned, leased or rented to the MCA. 
 
When Coastguard Rescue Officers are on ‘authorised duty’ they are covered by the 
provisions of the CRS Injury Compensation Scheme. 
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