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Freedom of Information Response – FOI 77-2223 

 
 
Your Request: 

  
Internal Review 

 
Please pass this on to the person who conducts Freedom of Information 

reviews. 

 
I am writing to request an internal review of Public Health Agency for Northern 

Ireland's handling of my FOI request 'Behaviour Change Group Deliberations'. 

 
The redaction of the names of the members and their organisation is in the 

public interest and I request that this redaction is removed throughout all of the 

attachments. 

 
The BCG advised government departments and influenced policy. It is not only 

important to know who the members are but also the organisations they 

represented and how they were selected/appointed. 

 
New Request for Information  

 
I also request the constitution and founding instruments of the Behavioural 

Change Group and it’s governance framework including its reporting and 

accountability mechanisms. 

 
A full history of my FOI request and all correspondence is available on the 

Internet at this address: 

https://www.whatdotheyknow.com/request/behaviour_change_group_deliberat 

 
 
Our response 

 
The PHA has considered your requests above and would advise as follows. 

 
Internal Review Request 

 
As previously advised in our email of 7 March 2023 and of 31 March 2022 

requests for internal reviews should be made within 40 working days of a 

response being issued.    
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Your request for an internal review was received by the PHA on 5 March 2023 

which is almost 12 months from our initial FOI response issued to you on 31 

March 2022.  While the PHA does not wish to be unhelpful we do feel that, in 

this instance, the time period that has elapsed from our response to your 

internal review request is considerable and outside ICO guidance which states 

that organisations are not obliged to conduct internal reviews if a request is 

received after more than 40 working days.  

 
If you are unhappy with our decision not to carry out an internal review into our 

response to you dated 31 March 2022 you have the right to apply directly to the 

Information Commissioner at Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire 

SK9 5AF, who will undertake  an independent review. 

     

 
New Freedom of Information Request 

 
The PHA does not hold the information you request, however, to assist you 

with your request the relevant staff have provided you with the following 

information.  

 
The Behaviour Change Group (BCG) was stood up at pace at the request of 

the Chief Medical Officer in order to support the Pandemic response at a time 

of crisis within the HSC and beyond. Its constitution ensured adequate input 

from a diverse range of experts in public health and behaviour science 

including representatives of key PHA functions, the Department of Health 

(DoH), the Innovation-lab and research institutions. The BCG reported into the 

PHA COVID-19 Second/Third Wave Planning Board, DoH COVID-19 Strategic 

Intelligence Group and the Northern Ireland Executive Office Adherence 

Group. 
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