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London Borough of Barnet 

2 Bristol Avenue, 

Colindale, 

 

London, NW9 4EW

 

2 December 2021

 

  Our ref: 7795476

 
 
Thank you for your request received on 3 November 2021, for the following 
information:
 
1. How many special guardians are receiving baby sitting support funding for 
children under an SGO and/or rest bite and at what rate? 

2. What is the minimum and maximum support offered for baby sitting & rest 
bite? 

3. What is the application process for rest bite and/or baby sitting support? 

4. What other support can be provided to special guardians and children under 
an SGO
 
We have processed this request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000. 
  
Response 

The council holds the information requested and the answers to your questions are 
below 

 1. How many special guardians are receiving baby sitting support funding for 
children under an SGO and/or rest bite and at what rate?
 

No set babysitting support funds are available.  Under certain circumstances respite 
support will be agreed.

We have one Special Guardianship (SG) family currently receiving respite support as 
part of the SG support plan.

2. What is the minimum and maximum support offered for baby sitting & rest 
bite? 
 

As above, we only have one family who are currently in need of this support, as most 
Special Guardianship families have people within their own and the children's 
networks who help. This is explored in detail within the SG assessment. 



[bookmark: 2]There is no minimum and maximum support offered, as decisions are made on a 
case by case basis. Whilst it is important that Special Guardians are well supported, 
it is also important that children experience good attachments and continuity of care. 
This will all be taken into account when a request is considered.

 

3. What is the application process for rest bite and/or baby sitting support?
 

A request for support will be made to the Carer Support Team. The Special Guardian 
will be encouraged to explore their own network in the first instance, as it would be 
better for the child to be cared for by someone who they have a pre-existing 
relationship with. If it is felt to be necessary and appropriate for the child, then the 
babysitting/ respite package will be agreed as part of the SG support plan. 

It is important that the Special Guardian is content and comfortable with whoever will 
be caring for the child, for whom they hold parental responsibility. Therefore, it is for 
the Special Guardian to identify an appropriate care giver. The Carer Support Team 
will look at the local rates of care providers and give an indication of this to the 
Special Guardian to assist their search. 

4. What other support can be provided to special guardians and children under 
an SGO 

If there are active support needs of a Special Guardianship family, and the SG 
consents to involvement from the Carer Support Team, then a referral will be added 
to the system and this will be allocated to a support social worker, on most 
occasions. If there are specific needs relating to contact, then the case will be 
allocated to the SG Contact Lead for a piece of work to be undertaken with the family 
to formulate a safe, workable contact plan and agreement. 

Once a support assessment has been completed, they are sent to the Carer Support 
Team Manager for sign off. They are then shared with the SG, who is invited to 
make their own comments.

The support social worker oversees the implementation of support following the 
agreed recommendations. The SG's will be offered a referral to Kinship (for out of 
Local Authority support) and PAC UK (for adult therapeutic support).

The support plan is reviewed after a minimum of 6 months of the completion of the 
SG support assessment, and 6 monthly thereafter.

All SG cases that are not open to the Carer Support Team are reviewed on an 
annual basis, in line with the financial review. If they are in need of support, then they 
are referred/ signposted to the relevant LA or agency. 

At the midway care planning meeting (within the care proceeding/ care planning 
stage), the child's therapeutic/ life story needs are explored. If is if felt that the 
child(ren) require therapeutic life story work, then this will be explored in the SG 
support assessment, and an application will be made to the Adoption Support Fund 
for funding (£5000 per child per year). This is a government scheme and funding is 
reviewed annually. The Adoption Support Fund can also provide an additional £2000 
for a therapeutic assessment. 



[bookmark: 3]If it is felt that the child(ren) would benefit from in-house life story work, then the 
request will be made. Once an SGO is granted, the children will be allocated to a 
Family Support Practitioner, who specialises in life story work. They will contact the 
SG carer to obtain consent and complete the work directly with the family. 

The Adoption Support Fund can also be used to source therapeutic parenting 
support for SG's, including courses such as The Great Behaviour Breakdown, Non- 
Violence Resistance and Therapeutic Parenting. The fund can be used to access 
specialist therapeutic assessments for children (up to £2000) and subsequent 
therapeutic intervention; play therapy, integrative therapy, sensory integration 
therapy, attachment focussed therapy etc. The child(ren)'s therapeutic needs will be 
considered within the SG support assessment. 

 

 

Further information

If you are interested in the data that the council holds you may wish to visit Open 
Barnet, the council's data portal. This brings together all our published datasets and 
other information of interest on one searchable database for anyone, anywhere to 
access.  http://open.barnet.gov.uk/

 

Advice and Assistance : Direct Marketing 

If you are a company that intends to use the names and contact details of council 
officers (or other officers) provided in this response for direct marketing, you need to 
be registered with the Information Commissioner to process personal data for this 
purpose.  You must also check that the individual (whom you wish to contact for 
direct marketing purposes) is not registered with one of the Preference Services to 
prevent Direct Marketing. If they are you must adhere to this preference. 

You must also ensure you comply with the Privacy Electronic and Communications 
Regulations (PECR). For more information follow this Link  www.ico.org.uk

For the avoidance of doubt the provision of council (and other) officer names 
and contact details under FOI does not give consent to receive direct 
marketing via any media and expressly does not constitute a 'soft opt-in' under 
PECR. 

 

Your rights

 
If you are unhappy with the way your request for information has been handled, you 
can request a review within the next 40 working days by writing to the Information 
Management Team at: xxx@xxxxxx.xxx.xx. Or by post to Records & Information 
Management Service, Assurance Group, London Borough of Barnet, 2 Bristol 
Avenue, Colindale, NW9 4EW
 
If, having exhausted our review procedure, you remain dissatisfied with the handling 
of your request or complaint, you will have a right to appeal to the Information 
Commissioner at: The Information Commissioner's Office, Wycliffe House, Water 



[bookmark: 4]Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF (telephone: 0303 123 1113; website 
www.ico.org.uk).  There is no charge for making an appeal.
 
 
 




    

  

  
