
Availability 
of accommodation
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PROPERTY CATEGORIES

The properties are advertised in two categories:
Group 1:  Any applicant may apply but applicants with Urgent Need 

status are given priority.
Group 2: Any applicant may apply but applicants are considered 

in order of date of registration and any Urgent Need 
status is not taken into account. Some vacancies 
may give preference to a landlord’s existing 
tenants who have a good tenancy history.

WHAT ARE MY CHANCES OF
RECEIVING AN OFFER?

There are only a limited number of properties
available, and therefore applicants should be
flexible and realistic in their expectations when
applying for vacancies. 

Normally, there are between 12,000 and 18,000 applicants
registered on the Wirralhomes database some of whom have
been registered for over 15 years. On average, only 23 vacancies
are advertised each week and there is considerable demand for all
properties, particularly family accommodation, bungalows and adapted
properties. Most applicants will have a considerable wait before receiving
an offer and unfortunately we will not be able to help everybody. On
average 40 applicants apply for each vacancy, with over 350 applicants
for the most popular properties.

Availability of accommodation

There is considerable demand for accommodation
advertised in the Wirralhomes scheme, in particular
bungalows, adapted properties and family houses. This
leaflet gives a guide to the availability and probable
waiting times for different types of properties in
different areas.

You should use this information to help you decide whether social
housing is a realistic option for you. You should also consider other
options for example private rent, shared ownership and home ownership.

PEOPLE WHO NEED TO MOVE URGENTLY 

Some applicants may need to move urgently due to severe housing
need, for example medical reasons, clearance or overcrowding. These
applications are carefully considered and appropriate checks made and,
if appropriate, an Urgent Need status is awarded. About 6% of applicants
on the database have an Urgent Need status.

TYPES OF PROPERTY

There are several types of property available including houses,
bungalows, maisonettes, low rise and high rise flats. The size of the
property also varies from bedsits to four or more bedrooms. When a
vacancy is advertised, the advert for the individual property specifies
the type of applicant, for example age group and family size.
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RESTRICTED CHOICE

If you only consider certain areas you will be less likely to receive an
offer. Even if you have an Urgent Need status you may not receive an
offer if you only apply for a certain area. An Urgent Need status is
usually only awarded for a type or size of property and not for a
specific area. You should consider all parts of the Wirral to increase

your chances of receiving an offer.

‘READILY AVAILABLE’ PROPERTIES?

There are normally some vacancies, mainly
flats, which are not in high demand. These are
included on the Wirralhomes website and
displayed at the Council One Stop Shops and
partner RSL offices. These properties are let on
a ‘first come, first served’ basis and interested
applicants should contact the landlord direct.

The areas where ‘Readily Available’ properties
normally occur are shown in the guide.
However, there may be a limit on the age group
and vacancies may not always be available.

The Wirralhomes database is a register of applicants who wish
to apply for social housing advertised in the Wirralhomes
scheme. 

The Registered Social Landlords (RSLs) who are partners in the
scheme are:
• Arena Housing Association
• Beechwood & Ballantyne Community Housing Association
• Cosmopolitan Housing Association
• Leasowe Community Homes
• LHT (Rodney Housing Division)
• Plus Dane Group
• Regenda First (Maritime Housing Association)
• Riverside Housing
• Venture Housing Association
• Wirral Methodist Housing Association
• Wirral Partnership Homes

More information about how you can register on the Wirralhomes
database, express interest in advertised vacancies and other information
is included in the Wirralhomes Information Leaflet which can be obtained
from any Council One Stop Shop or by contacting the Wirralhomes Team
on 0151 691 8040 or wirralhomesenq@wirral.gov.uk 

The information is also displayed on the Wirralhomes website at
www.wirralhomes.net 

Wirralhomes Landlords
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Liscard, Wallasey,
New Brighton

Egremont, Poulton,
Seacombe

Leasowe

Moreton

Hoylake, West Kirby,
Saughall Massie

Greasby, Heswall, 
Irby, Pensby, 
Thingwall

Overchurch, Upton,
Woodchurch

Noctorum, Beechwood,
Ballantyne

North Birkenhead

Central Birkenhead,
Claughton, Oxton

Mount, Prenton

Rock Ferry, Tranmere

Bebington, New Ferry

Bromborough,
Eastham

The tables on the following pages show the number of
vacancies which were advertised in the Wirralhomes
scheme during the 12 month period from April 2007 to
March 2008 and the range of waiting times.

The columns show the number of vacancies in the year, the approximate
waiting time for applicants with Urgent Need status (UNS) for Group 1
properties and the approximate waiting time for applicants without Urgent
Need status for Group 1 properties (if not awarded to an applicant with
Urgent Need status) or Group 2 properties.

It is intended as a rough guide only as some properties may be particularly
popular e.g. house with upstairs and downstairs toilet or a house with
driveway or garage.

Some types of properties, for example high rise flats or three bedroomed
bungalows are not owned by the partner landlords in some areas and
are marked as ‘Not available’.

Some types of properties do exist but have not been advertised in the
year and the number of vacancies is ‘0’. In this instance, the waiting time
has been estimated.

The waiting time for some properties, particularly flats, varies depending
upon the age group specified in the advert. Sheltered properties,
advertised for applicants over 60 years or over 50/55 years with disability
and support needs, often have a fairly short waiting time or may be
readily available.

Availability and waiting times
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Maisonettes

Bungalows

High-rise flats

Low-rise upper floor

Ground floor 
low-rise flats

Houses

1. Liscard, New Brighton, Wallasey

No. of 
vac.

Urgent Need Status
waiting time

Waiting time
(no UNS)

1 or 2 bedroom

3 bedroom

4 bedroom

0

3

1

Success unlikely

Less than 12 months

Less than 12 months

5-7 yrs

8-10 yrs

5-7 yrs

Bedsit/1 bedroom

2 or 3 bedroom

15

5

Less than 12 months

Less than 12 months

1-4 yrs

1-5 yrs

1/2/3 bedrooms 21 Less than 6 months 1-8 yrs

1/2/3 bedrooms 7 Less than 6 months 0-4 yrs

Bedsit/1 bedroom

2 or 3 bedroom

2

0

Less than 12 months

Success unlikely

3-12 yrs

6-10 yrs

2 or 3 bedroom n/a n/a n/a

Sheltered flats in New BrightonReadily Availables

Maisonettes

Bungalows

High-rise flats

Low-rise upper floor

Ground floor 
low-rise flats

Houses

2. Egremont, Poulton, Seacombe

No. of 
vac.

Urgent Need Status
waiting time

Waiting time
(no UNS)

1 or 2 bedroom

3 bedroom

4 bedroom

11

29

3

Less than 6 months

Less than 12 months

Less than 12 months

1-5 yrs

2-12 yrs

6-10 yrs

Bedsit/1 bedroom

2 or 3 bedroom

16

0

Less than 6 months

Less than 12 months

0-4 yrs

4-6 yrs

1/2/3 bedrooms 30 Less than 6 months 0-4 yrs

1/2/3 bedrooms 3 Less than 6 months 1-3 yrs

Bedsit/1 bedroom

2 or 3 bedroom

15

1

Less than 12 months

Success unlikely

2-16 yrs

4-6 yrs

2 or 3 bedroom 1 Less than 6 months 1-4 yrs

Flats in PoultonReadily Availables

Maisonettes

Bungalows

High-rise flats

Low-rise upper floor

Ground floor 
low-rise flats

Houses

3. Leasowe

No. of 
vac.

Urgent Need Status
waiting time

Waiting time
(no UNS)

1 or 2 bedroom

3 bedroom

4 bedroom

0

13

1

Success unlikely

Less than 12 months

Success unlikely

5-10 yrs

5-9 yrs

4 yrs+

Bedsit/1 bedroom

2 or 3 bedroom

1

10

Less than 6 months

Less than 6 months

1-3 yrs

1-5 yrs

1/2/3 bedrooms 11 Less than 6 months 0-3 yrs

1/2/3 bedrooms n/a n/a n/a

Bedsit/1 bedroom

2 or 3 bedroom

3

0

Less than 12 months

Less than 12 months

3-4 yrs

2-4 yrs

2 or 3 bedroom n/a n/a n/a

NoneReadily Availables

Maisonettes

Bungalows

High-rise flats

Low-rise upper floor

Ground floor 
low-rise flats

Houses

4. Moreton

No. of 
vac.

Urgent Need Status
waiting time

Waiting time
(no UNS)

1 or 2 bedroom

3 bedroom

4 bedroom

0

7

0

Success unlikely

Success unlikely

Success unlikely

6-8 yrs

8-10 yrs

6-10 yrs

Bedsit/1 bedroom

2 or 3 bedroom

17

1

Less than 12 months

Less than 12 months

3-8 yrs

6-10 yrs

1/2/3 bedrooms 16 Less than 6 months 1-6 yrs

1/2/3 bedrooms 14 Less than 6 months 0-6 yrs

Bedsit/1 bedroom

2 or 3 bedroom

13

0

Less than 12 months

Success unlikely

2-8 yrs

5-7 yrs

2 or 3 bedroom 0 Success unlikely 5-7 yrs

High-rise flats and sheltered flatsReadily Availables
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Maisonettes

Bungalows

High-rise flats

Low-rise upper floor

Ground floor 
low-rise flats

Houses

5. Hoylake, West Kirby, 
Saughall Massie

No. of 
vac.

Urgent Need Status
waiting time

Waiting time
(no UNS)

1 or 2 bedroom

3 bedroom

4 bedroom

2

2

n/a

Success unlikely

Success unlikely

n/a

12 yrs+

6-10

n/a

Bedsit/1 bedroom

2 or 3 bedroom

5

0

Less than 6 months

Success unlikely

3-11 yrs

3-7 yrs

1/2/3 bedrooms 4 Less than 6 months 5 yrs+

1/2/3 bedrooms n/a n/a n/a

Bedsit/1 bedroom

2 or 3 bedroom

4

4

Less than 12 months

Less than 12 months

10 yrs+

10-12 yrs

2 or 3 bedroom n/a n/a n/a

NoneReadily Availables

Maisonettes

Bungalows

High-rise flats

Low-rise upper floor

Ground floor 
low-rise flats

Houses

6. Greasby, Heswall, Irby, 
Pensby, Thingwall

No. of 
vac.

Urgent Need Status
waiting time

Waiting time
(no UNS)

1 or 2 bedroom

3 bedroom

4 bedroom

1

0

0

Success unlikely

Success unlikely

Success unlikely

10 yrs+

10 yrs+

10 yrs+

Bedsit/1 bedroom

2 or 3 bedroom

7

4

Less than 12 months

Less than 12 months

1-5 yrs

10 yrs+

1/2/3 bedrooms 7 Less than 6 months 1-8 yrs

1/2/3 bedrooms n/a n/a n/a

Bedsit/1 bedroom

2 or 3 bedroom

11

3

Less than 12 months

Less than 12 months

7 yrs+

14 yrs+

2 or 3 bedroom n/a n/a n/a

NoneReadily Availables

Maisonettes

Bungalows

High-rise flats

Low-rise upper floor

Ground floor 
low-rise flats

Houses

7. Overchurch, Woodchurch, Upton

No. of 
vac.

Urgent Need Status
waiting time

Waiting time
(no UNS)

1 or 2 bedroom

3 bedroom

4 bedroom

7

5

2

Less than 12 months

Success unlikely

Success unlikely

6-9 yrs

8-12 yrs

8-14 yrs

Bedsit/1 bedroom

2 or 3 bedroom

9

20

Less than 6 months

Less than 6 months

2-3 yrs

1-4 yrs

1/2/3 bedrooms 17 Less than 6 months 0-4 yrs

1/2/3 bedrooms 9 Less than 6 months 0-1 yrs

Bedsit/1 bedroom

2 or 3 bedroom

6

1

Less than 12 months

Success unlikely

6-8 yrs

10 yrs+

2 or 3 bedroom 2 Less than 6 months 3-6 yrs

Sheltered high-rise flats in Woodchurch. Flats in OverchurchReadily Availables

Maisonettes

Bungalows

High-rise flats

Low-rise upper floor

Ground floor 
low-rise flats

Houses

8. Noctorum, Beechwood, Ballantyne

No. of 
vac.

Urgent Need Status
waiting time

Waiting time
(no UNS)

1 or 2 bedroom

3 bedroom

4 bedroom

8

19

7

Less than 12 months

Less than 12 months

Less than 12 months

2-8 yrs

3-12 yrs

2-9 yrs

Bedsit/1 bedroom

2 or 3 bedroom

7

0

Less than 6 months

Less than 12 months

1-2 yrs

2-4 yrs

1/2/3 bedrooms 4 Less than 6 months 1-3 yrs

1/2/3 bedrooms n/a n/a n/a

Bedsit/1 bedroom

2 or 3 bedroom

4

5

Less than 12 months

Less than 12 months

4-10 yrs

6-14 yrs

2 or 3 bedroom n/a n/a n/a

Flats in BeechwoodReadily Availables
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Maisonettes

Bungalows

High-rise flats

Low-rise upper floor

Ground floor 
low-rise flats

Houses

9. North Birkenhead

No. of 
vac.

Urgent Need Status
waiting time

Waiting time
(no UNS)

1 or 2 bedroom

3 bedroom

4 bedroom

18

40

1

Less than 6 months

Less than 6 months

Less than 12 months

1-6 yrs

1-13 yrs

10 yrs+

Bedsit/1 bedroom

2 or 3 bedroom

2

4

Less than 6 months

Less than 6 months

0-2 yrs

1-2 yrs

1/2/3 bedrooms 12 Less than 6 months 0-1 yrs

1/2/3 bedrooms n/a n/a n/a

Bedsit/1 bedroom

2 or 3 bedroom

5

0

Less than 6 months

Less than 12 months

1-6 yrs

5-7 yrs

2 or 3 bedroom n/a n/a n/a

Sheltered flatsReadily Availables

Maisonettes

Bungalows

High-rise flats

Low-rise upper floor

Ground floor 
low-rise flats

Houses

10. Central Birkenhead, 
Claughton, Oxton

No. of 
vac.

Urgent Need Status
waiting time

Waiting time
(no UNS)

1 or 2 bedroom

3 bedroom

4 bedroom

16

14

3

Less than 6 months

Less than 12 months

Success unlikely

1-12 yrs

1-15 yrs

7-8 yrs

Bedsit/1 bedroom

2 or 3 bedroom

32

10

Less than 6 months

Less than 12 months

1-8 yrs

1-3 yrs

1/2/3 bedrooms 93 Less than 6 months 0-7 yrs

1/2/3 bedrooms 19 Less than 6 months 1-6 yrs

Bedsit/1 bedroom

2 or 3 bedroom

3

1

Less than 12 months

Success unlikely

2-10 yrs

6-8 yrs

2 or 3 bedroom n/a n/a n/a

Sheltered flatsReadily Availables

Maisonettes

Bungalows

High-rise flats

Low-rise upper floor

Ground floor 
low-rise flats

Houses

11. Mount, Prenton

No. of 
vac.

Urgent Need Status
waiting time

Waiting time
(no UNS)

1 or 2 bedroom

3 bedroom

4 bedroom

5

4

0

Success unlikely

Success unlikely

Success unlikely

8 yrs+

10 yrs+

10 yrs+

Bedsit/1 bedroom

2 or 3 bedroom

2

3

Less than 12 months

Less than 12 months

2-6 yrs

5-6 yrs

1/2/3 bedrooms 10 Less than 6 months 5-6 yrs

1/2/3 bedrooms n/a n/a n/a

Bedsit/1 bedroom

2 or 3 bedroom

0

0

Success unlikely

Success unlikely

10 yrs+

10 yrs+

2 or 3 bedroom 2 Less than 12 months 5-6 yrs

NoneReadily Availables

Maisonettes

Bungalows

High-rise flats

Low-rise upper floor

Ground floor 
low-rise flats

Houses

12. Rock Ferry, Tranmere

No. of 
vac.

Urgent Need Status
waiting time

Waiting time
(no UNS)

1 or 2 bedroom

3 bedroom

4 bedroom

15

26

2

Less than 12 months

Less than 12 months

Success unlikely

5-6 yrs

1-8 yrs

10 yrs+

Bedsit/1 bedroom

2 or 3 bedroom

23

5

Less than 6 months

Less than 12 months

0-7 yrs

6-8 yrs

1/2/3 bedrooms 42 Less than 6 months 1-8 yrs

1/2/3 bedrooms 9 Less than 6 months 1-8 yrs

Bedsit/1 bedroom

2 or 3 bedroom

7

5

Less than 12 months

Less than 12 months

1-8 yrs

2-11 yrs

2 or 3 bedroom 2 Less than 12 months 6-7 yrs

Sheltered flats, low-rise flatsReadily Availables
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Maisonettes

Bungalows

High-rise flats

Low-rise upper floor

Ground floor 
low-rise flats

Houses

13. Bebington, New Ferry

No. of 
vac.

Urgent Need Status
waiting time

Waiting time
(no UNS)

1 or 2 bedroom

3 bedroom

4 bedroom

1

12

0

Success unlikely

Success unlikely

Success unlikely

6 yrs+

4-14 yrs

10 yrs+

Bedsit/1 bedroom

2 or 3 bedroom

14

3

Less than 12 months

Less than 12 months

2-4 yrs

1-3 yrs

1/2/3 bedrooms 26 Less than 6 months 1-5 yrs

1/2/3 bedrooms n/a n/a n/a

Bedsit/1 bedroom

2 or 3 bedroom

6

1

Less than 12 months

Success unlikely

9 yrs+

10 yrs+

2 or 3 bedroom 0 Success unlikely 3-5 yrs

Sheltered flatsReadily Availables

Maisonettes

Bungalows

High-rise flats

Low-rise upper floor

Ground floor 
low-rise flats

Houses

14.Bromborough, Eastham

No. of 
vac.

Urgent Need Status
waiting time

Waiting time
(no UNS)

1 or 2 bedroom

3 bedroom

4 bedroom

5

8

0

Success unlikely

Success unlikely

Success unlikely

4-7 yrs

10-12 yrs

10-12 yrs

Bedsit/1 bedroom

2 or 3 bedroom

5

5

Less than 12 months

Less than 12 months

4-7 yrs

3-4 yrs

1/2/3 bedrooms 6 Less than 6 months 0-4 yrs

1/2/3 bedrooms n/a n/a n/a

Bedsit/1 bedroom

2 or 3 bedroom

7

0

Success unlikely

Success unlikely

6-13 yrs

8 yrs+

2 or 3 bedroom 1 Success unlikely 3-4 yrs

Sheltered flats in EasthamReadily Availables

Arabic

Bengali

Chinese

Hindi

Polish

Punjabi

Somali

Urdu

Other languages/formats

If you would like to receive this document in large text, braille,
or on tape, please contact Wirralhomes on 0151 691 8040.



Wirralhomes
Department of Regeneration

Wallasey Town Hall
Brighton Street

Wallasey  CH44 8ED

Telephone 0151 691 8040
Email: wirralhomesenq@wirral.gov.uk

Website: www.wirralhomes.net616SEP08JH


