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20-05-2013-141757-013 

Date: 4 June 2013 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Dear Mrs Kelly 
 
Thank you for your recent email about the sale of the former HMS Ark Royal.  Your 
request has been handled in accordance with the Freedom of Information (FOI) Act 2000 
and is detailed as follows: 
 

1) Were any British Companies offered the opportunity to scrap the Ark Royal?  
 
2) Given that a foreign company is now scrapping the ship, can you tell me whether 
they paid for the ship at scrap value and if so how much was realised by the sale, or 
has the British government paid Turkey to scrap it, and if so How much?  
 
Include the costs of delivery to Turkey and repatriation of the crew.   

 
The former HMS Ark Royal was sold following an open competition which considered 
seventeen proposals from commercial organisations, either to recycle or re-use the ship.  
Of these, seven organisations are UK based, including four that proposed to recycle Ark 
Royal.   
 
Following detailed evaluations the contract was awarded to Leyal who bought the ship for 
£2.9 million.  On 20 May 2013, the company formally took ownership and started towing 
Ark Royal from HM Naval Base Portsmouth to its facility in Turkey; the journey is expected 
to take around four weeks.  As the ship is now owned by Leyal, all costs of transporting the 
ship, including those associated with employing a commercial operator to tow the ship, are 
being met by Leyal.  No MOD personnel are involved with this work.     
 
If you are not satisfied with this response or you wish to complain about any aspect of the 
handling of your request, then you should contact me in the first instance. If informal 
resolution is not possible and you are still dissatisfied then you may apply for an 
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independent internal review by contacting the Head of Corporate Information, 2nd Floor, 
MOD Main Building, Whitehall, SW1A 2HB (e-mail xxxxxxxxxx@xxx.xx). Please note that 
any request for an internal review must be made within 40 working days of the date on 
which the attempt to reach informal resolution has come to an end.  
 
If you remain dissatisfied following an internal review, you may take your complaint to the 
Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of 
Information Act. Please note that the Information Commissioner will not investigate your 
case until the MOD internal review process has been completed. Further details of the role 
and powers of the Information Commissioner can be found on the Commissioner's 
website, http://www.ico.gov.uk. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Defence Equipment and Support 
Secretariat 
 

 

 

 




    

  

  
