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DWP Central Freedom of Information Team

Annex A 

 

e-mail: xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx.  

gov.uk

 

Our Ref: IR 222

 
 

DATE: 13 June 2016

Annex A 

 
 
Dear Mr Thompson 
 
Thank you for your request in your e-mail of 15 May 2016 which we have treated as a request 
for an Internal Review. In particular you were concerned that you had not had responses in our 
FoI response to you of 18 April 2016 for your information requests in the following areas: 
 
A)  Can you please let me have copies of any correspondence you have about why and how 
you reached the decision not to allow people who had not paid the minimum number of NI 
contributions (10) to receive any state pension if they reach state pension on and after 6 April 
2016 under the single-tier pension especially as there was never a minimum requirement of NI 
contributions under the state second pension. 
 
B) Can you please tell me if you have contacted these people or will before the single-tier 
pension starts and let me have a copy of what you have or will send out. 
 
C) As people who reach state pension age under single-tier pension who have GMPs are not 
going to have the calculation done by which they receive increases via their state pension can 
you please let me have copies of any correspondence as to why and how the decision was 
made not to allow the calculation to be done by which people receive increases in excess of the 
increase on their actual state second pension. 
 
D) Have you or are you going to contact people with GMPs to tell them that the DWP are no 
longer going to have the calculation done so that they will no longer receive increases in excess 
of the increase on their actual state second pension paid with their state pension. 
 
E) Can you let me have a copy of the letter you have sent or will send about not doing the 
calculation as done for people who reach state pension age prior to 6 April 2016. 
 
If you have not sent any letters to people as mentioned above can you please tell me when you 
will be sending  them. 
 
 
 
 
Your request for an internal review of the handling of your FOI request of 18 April 2016 has now 
been carried out by someone who was not involved in processing the original request.  
 



[bookmark: 2]Regarding the information requests outlined in (A) and (C) above we have previously advised 
that this information engages an exemption from disclosure because it is related to the 
formulation or development of government policy – section 35 (1)(a) of the Freedom of 
Information Act.  
 
In respect of the closure of the additional State Pension and its impact on contracting-out and 
the Guaranteed Minimum Pension, further legislation is required in this area. In addition, in 
respect of this policy and the policy on the Minimum Qualifying Period, the Department needs 
space for a short time after the introduction of the new arrangements in order to properly 
promote, explain and defend its approach in these areas.  
 
I can confirm that the Department holds the information you are seeking regarding the 
information requested in (B) (D) and (E) above. However, Section 22 of the Freedom of 
Information Act exempts this information from disclosure. This is because the information is 
intended for publication at a future date.  
 
This exemption requires the public interest for and against disclosure to be weighed in the 
balance.  There is a public interest in information being released as soon as possible. However, 
I am satisfied that there is a strong public interest in permitting public authorities to publish 
information in a manner and form and at a time of their own choosing. It is a part of the effective 
conduct of public affairs that the general publication of information is a conveniently planned 
and managed activity within the reasonable control of public authorities I am satisfied that in this 
instance the Department has a reasonable entitlement to make its own arrangements to do so.  
If you have any queries about this letter please contact me quoting the reference number 
above.   
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
DWP Strategy FoI Team 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

Your right to complain under the Freedom of Information Act 

 

If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review you may apply directly to the Information 

Commissioner’s Office for a decision. Generally the Commissioner cannot make a decision unless you have 

exhausted our own complaints procedure. The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: The Information 

Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow Cheshire SK9 5AF www.ico.gov.uk 




    

  

  
