Intemational Youth Link Foundation
Registered Charity No: 1100549

Introduction
1. This report is the statement of the results of an inquiry conducted under section 8 of the
Charities Act 19293.

2. The International Youth Link Foundation (IYLF) was registered as a charity on 5 November
2003.

3. The objects of the charity are the relief of poverty sickness and distress, the advancement
of public education. and such otner purposes as are charitable in law. in particular by
encouraging and facilitating members of the public to offer their time and efforts voluntarily to
projects and organisations engaged in the pursuit of charitable purposes in Africa.

4. This charitable company is based in Bournemouth. In the case of a charitable company the
charity trustees are its directors. As the charity had only been registered for 12 months it was
not yet required to submit an Annual Return and accounts.

lssues

5. The Commission received information from another government department about the
charity's two linked web sites. This raised concerns that information relating to donors and
activities on the websites was misleading.

6. Company House records showed there to b'_ and the trustee board

was therefore inquorate.

7. The chearity failed to provide requested information leading to concerns about the
management and administration of the charity.

8. Following an evaluation of these concerns an inquiry was opened on 16 June 2004.

9. During the course of the inquiry concerns were also raised about the level of charitable
activity.

10. The inquiry also looked at the charity's financial controls and its application of funds.
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271. An application for striking off the company from the Companies House register was filed in
September 2004. IYLF was struck off the register anc dissolved on 26 January 2005.

22. The inquiry closed on 18 November 2004.

Qutcome of the Inquiry

23. Although the website addresses remain, all information has been withdrawn apart from a
telephone number and e-mail addresses.

24. Companies House have been advised of the _disqua!iﬁcatfon under section
72(1) of the Charities Act 1993.

25. The-/as advised to contact Inland Revenue Charities to take advice on
whether the charity's trading in drums could be viewed as primary purpose which would be
exempt from tax.

26. The issue of funds for which the -has not been able to account will not be
pursued in the interests of the proportional likelihood of successful recovery.

27. The charity has carried out very little charitable activity and has no firm plans for future
charitable activity. It does not have property of any kind. nor expectations of receiving any
property, and there are no trustees. The Commission has a duty to remove from the register
any charity which does not operate or has ceased to exit. IYLF was therefore removed from
the register on 29 November 2004.

Wider Lessons

28. It is essential that a2 charity has adequate internal financial controls over the charity's
assets and their use. The fundamental responsibility for control of the charity's activities and
funds is that of the trustees themselves.

29. A charity should be run by a clearly identifiable body of trustees. appointed in accordance
with its governing document, who take responsibility and are accountable for controlling the
charity so that it is effectively and economically run. It must comply with ali relevant legal and
regulatory requirements and be able to show how its activities are. or will be, able to support
its charitable aims.

30. Under Part Vi of the Charities Act 1993 all charities are required to maintain accounting
records which are sufficient to show and explain all the charity's transactions.



31. Under section 4 of the 1993 Act the Commission has an obligation to remove from the
register any charity that ceases to exist or does not operate.
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