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By e-mail
Dear Mr Devereux

APPEAL BY MR SEAN BELL REGARDING OCCASIONS, ASCOT AVENUE, RUNCORN WA7 4YW
Please find enclosed copies of documents relating to a planning application for a proposed development at 70 Clifton Road, Runcorn (ref. 09/00492/FUL), which is at the opposite end of the block of shops of which the southern unit is the subject of the above appeal.  This application was approved by Halton Borough Council on 19 January 2010, but it has only just been brought to the attention of the appellant.

The enclosed documents are printed from the Council’s website.  Unfortunately, details of the neighbour responses, the Design and Access Statement and the Officer’s report are not available, whilst the approval notice itself can be viewed but not printed.

The appellant, Mr Bell, has spoken to the applicant, Mark Finch, who has given more details about what is proposed.

The application form describes the proposed development as a “2-storey community centre/church”.  Mr Finch has told Mr Bell that it will cater for young people between 12 and 18 years of age and it can accommodate up to around 100 people at a time.  There will be regular discos and live band nights.  Vehicular access will be via the same public right of way that passes along the rear of the appeal property.  There is a café, a kitchen and many other facilities, along with parking for 14 cars.  There is also a bin store on the rear of the property.

I am sure the Inspector will wish to be made aware of this permission.  When considering the appeal proposal in the context of what has been approved at 70 Clifton Road, the Inspector may wish to compare how up to 100 young people gathering at the approved community centre, participating in activities including discos and live band nights, are not regarded as a threat to local amenity in this predominantly residential area, whilst on the other hand according to the refusal notice, the appeal fish and chip shop is likely to cause nuisance from noise, vehicular activity, late night use and a genuine perception of fear and concern because of the likelihood of crime and disorder on such a scale that a takeaway should not be allowed.

I appreciate that this letter is well out of time in terms of the normal appeal timetable, but as I have said above I am sure the Inspector would wish to be aware of this permission.  Please note that I have avoided commenting on the differences between the Council’s determination of these two applications and will leave the Inspector to draw his own conclusions.

Yours sincerely

G R Bridge
GLYN R BRIDGE

McDyre & Co

Enc.
Directors:-
 B C McDyre M.Sc. (Eng.), D.I.C., Dip.T.P., M.R.T.P.I., Chartered Town Planner, B. McDyre B.Sc.(Hons.)
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