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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE CARDIFF UNIVERSITY BIOLOGICAL 

STANDARDS COMMITTEE HELD ON MONDAY 22 OCTOBER AT 11.00AM 

379 

MINUTES 

 

The Minutes of the meeting held on 21st May 2012 (BSC/11/53) 

 

were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 

380 

 

  MATTERS ARISING  

380.1   

Estates matters [vide Minutes 363.4 and .5] 

 

 

.1 NOTED S38 Health and Safety

and of ventilation, S38 Health and Safety

were believed still to be resolved, but that further information would 

be sought from ESTAT, whose members were not present; 

 

 

  RESOLVED 

 

 

 .2 that the BSO pursue information on these issues from the ESTAT   

representatives. 

380.2         Membership [vide Minute 364.2] 

 

NOTED that the graduate students had elected a new representative, 

who was present; 

380.3 

Project Licence Application [vide Minute 366.5] 

 

NOTED  

.1  

that the application had been submitted to the Home Office 

following the points from the Committee being satisfactorily 

addressed; 

.2  

that the application had been delayed by the sickness absence 

of the Home Office inspector, but that it was understood that 

the Home Office were about to authorize it. 

380.4 

Annual 3Rs Report [vide Minute 368.1] 

 

NOTED that a summary report of developments over the last session 

was included in the 3Rs report at Agendum 9. 

381 

ITEMS FROM THE CHAIR 

 

NOTED that three new members were present at the meeting: the 

representative of the graduate students, the senior academic who 

was not a licence holder, and an acting representative of the 

NACWOs. All three were welcomed to the Committee; 

382 

ITEMS FROM THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER 

 

Received papers BSC/12/02 “Recent FoI requests” and BSC/12/03 

“Openness and Security”, and an oral report on changes to the 

University’s structure.  

 

Recent FoI requests 
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NOTED  

382.1 

that the paper was in response to the Committee’s request to see the 

latest requests under Freedom of Information legislation and 

responses to them at each meeting; 

382.2 

that an unusually large number of requests had been received and 

responded to since the last meeting, and that it appeared that 

approximately half were from or directly linked to three animal rights 

organizations, and that the affiliations of the other half were 

unknown or unclear; 

382.3 

that the requests revealed a lack of appreciation in the public mind 

of the nature of university research and the value of fundamental 

research projects in developing understanding of biological 

mechanisms which can feed into other types of research, leading 

ultimately to therapeutic improvements in human and veterinary 

medicine; 

382.4 

that this longer-term link between the University’s research and 

therapy needed to be brought more to the fore, and that the ERP 

retrospective review pro-forma had been amended to prompt 

scientists to try to demonstrate how work from previous projects had 

been taken up in practice to benefit the wider world. 

 

Openness and Security 

382.5 

that the Chair welcomed the Head of Public Relations to the meeting 

and invited her to summarise the media and PR issues that had 

occurred since the last meeting; 

382.6 

that whilst there had always been a small trickle of correspondence 

on the subject of animals in science in the University, much greater 

interest had been shown by the public, the media and some local and 

national politicians following a media initiative by an animal rights 

organization to highlight a project carried out in the University prior 

to 2010; 

382.7 

that a contingency planning group had been set up and had efficiently 

managed the issues over a period of weeks in July and August; 

382.8 

that there had been correspondence with a number of politicians, 

and that some had been invited to visit the University to discuss the 

issues and to see the facilities for themselves; 

382.9 

that whilst some of the correspondence had been amenable to 

reasonable discussion, some had been offensive and even included 

threats, which the police were looking into; 

382.10 

that increased openness seemed to be the way forward to address 

what appeared to be public suspicion based on a grave lack of 

understanding, and that initiatives within the University such as a 

large feature in Cardiff News and a recent visit by a prominent Wales 

journalist had been matched by a national declaration on openness by 

some 41 prominent universities, grant-funding bodies and other 

relevant bodies; 
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382.11 

that the national declaration on openness had been widely reported 

in the national press and that useful initiatives were expected to 

follow from the concordat behind the declaration;  

382.12 

that the Certificate holder expressed his appreciation of the work 

done by all involved in these issues over recent months;  

 

RESOLVED 

382.13 

that the BSO update the guidance document and distribute it to 

research groups and others who might appreciate guidance in this 

area. 

383 

PROJECT LICENCE APPLICATION 

Received paper BSC/12/04 “Regulation of inflammatory responses in 

fibrosis”. 

 

NOTED 

383.1 

that the application was from an established researcher who had 

previously held project licences in the University, but not for several 

years; 

383.2 

that the assertion in the abstract that the procedures would cause 

“no pain” was not tenable, and that effective control of pain would 

be a more realistic description; 

383.3 

that efforts to develop replacement methods for the use of live 

animals should be discussed, however briefly, in the abstract, rather 

than leaving it that they were “impossible”. This could be misleading 

in an abstract that would be in the public domain; 

383.4 

that the stated intention to set the humane end point at “10” on an 

adverse effects scale was misleading, as animals would in practice be 

culled long before that point and that “5” would be a more realistic 

point for the procedure as proposed, and that it would help the 

application if the severity assessment were discussed in Part D; 

383.5 

that the use of micro-organisms posed no threat of human infection, 

as the bacteria were normally found as commensals in humans 

anyway, and their use would be carefully controlled; 

383.6 

that the stated post-procedure check every 48 hours was misleading, 

since the animals would be checked at least once daily as a normal 

routine by the personal licence holder, whose holds primary 

responsibility for the animals’ welfare; 

383.7 

that there was an inconsistency in numbers between the protocols 

and the abstract, and that the estimated number of animals for 

breeding might be unnecessarily high; 

383.8 

that the proposal to carry out all intra-peritoneal injections under 

general anaesthesia might be unnecessary if it is the case that the 

procedure is less adverse than the anaesthesia, and that the NACWO 

and NVS could advise; 
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RESOLVED 

383.9 

that the application be recommended for submission, subject to the 

applicant satisfactorily addressing the points above. 

384 

SCHEDULE 1 USE OF ANIMALS IN TEACHING  

 

Received paper BSC/12/05 “Schedule 1 Use of Animals in Teaching”. 

NOTED  

384.1 

that the paper describing the use of guinea pig tissue in teaching 

undergraduates was put to the Committee for consideration of its 

justification and whether alternatives could be used; 

384.2 

that each practical class was able to obtain sufficient tissue from the 

ileum of one animal; 

384.3 

that computer/video simulations were not used by the course 

organisers, as they felt that they were a poor substitute for actual 

tissue in not necessitating lateral thinking from students or providing 

sufficient interaction;  

384.4 

that rat or mouse tissue would be too small for use; 

384.5 

that the organisers would welcome the ability to share the use of 

different tissues with another school if that were found to be 

possible; 

384.6 

that it would be useful for the Committee to receive feedback from 

students who had undergone the practical session;  

 

RESOLVED 

384.7 

that the applicant be informed of the Committee’s endorsement of 

the practical sessions, but that the organisers should be pro-active in 

seeking a usable alternative; 

384.8 

that the organiser supply the Committee with feedback from students 

who had undertaken the practical session; 

384.9 

that the BSO contact the other school to explore whether the sharing 

of tissue could be possible. 

385 

CERTIFICATE HOLDER’S ADVISORY GROUP REPORT 

Received paper BSC/12/06 “Licensing Report”. 

NOTED 

385.1 

that since the last meeting, the Certificate Holder’s Advisory Group 

had recommended three applications for amendments to existing 

project licences and two applications for continuation project 

licences; 

385.2 

that it would be useful for the Certificate Holder’s Advisory Group to 

see project licence applications that are scheduled to come to 
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Committee prior to the Committee meeting so that they can 

formulate questions that can be addressed by the applicant at the 

meeting; 

 

 

RESOLVED 

 
385.3 

 that the BSO arrange for future applications to be seen by the 
Certificate Holder’s Advisory Group and questions formulated. 

 
386 

3Rs DEVELOPMENTS 

 

Received paper BSC/12/07 “3Rs Developments” 

 

RESOLVED 

386.1 

that the reporters of the two developments be congratulated and 

thanked for their work and submissions; 

387 

VISITS BY THE HOME OFFICE INSPECTOR 

 

Received an oral report by the BSO 

NOTED 

387.1 

that there had been eight inspectors’ visits since the last meeting, 

during which licensing matters were discussed with several scientists 

and designated areas inspected. No significant issues had been raised 

on inspections; 

387.2 

that the previous inspector had been replaced at Cardiff, but that the 

replacement inspector had been on sick leave for most of the time 

since then. Licensing and other issues were being dealt with 

adequately by inspectors for other areas.  

388 

REPORT FROM THE NAMED VETERINARY SURGEON 

 

Received paper BSC/12/08  and an oral report by the NVS 

 

NOTED  

388.1 

that the NVS had had to refuse a further three requests to import 

animals into the University’s facilities because their health screen 

profiles included pathogens that could endanger the University’s own 

animal health profile; 

388.2 

that the NVS felt he had no other option under the circumstances, but 

regretted that these refusals would, to some extent, frustrate 

research progress;  

388.3 

that whilst the importation of embryos might solve this problem, the 

technology to support this method was often unavailable at the 

sender’s establishment, and that no alternative method was currently 

possible at Cardiff; 

388.4 

that in one instance the inability to import animals had proved 

especially frustrating as it had prevented the rerunning of an 

experiment to satisfy the concerns of a scientific journal;  
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RESOLVED 

388.5 

that the Committee supported the NVS’s actions and endorsed the 

current health screen requirements to protect the University’s 

existing health status. 

389 

REPORT ON CHANGES TO THE CERTIFICATE OF DESIGNATION.  

 

Received an oral report by the BSO 

389.1 

NOTED that three changes had been made since the last meeting: a 

change of NACWO area responsibilities, a change from short-term to 

long-term holding for S38 Health and facility, and a temporary de-

Safety

designation of some holding roomsS38 Health and Safety due to ingress of 

rainwater. 

390 

LICENSED USE OF ANIMALS IN GB & CU IN 2011 

 

Received paper BSC/12/09  

 

NOTED 

390.1 

that the increase in the use of animals at Cardiff in 2011 was part of a 

pattern of fluctuation and in following a larger fall in 2010 was not 

part of an increasing trend; 

390.2 

that the increase in procedures appeared largely to be in breeding of 

genetically altered mice S38 Health and Safety and that the increase was in 

line with the national picture when breeding was removed from both 

sets of figures; 

390.3 

that despite the publicity given to the use of primates and companion 

animal species by the animal rights organizations, the University had 

used none of these species and that the vast majority, well over 80 

per cent, were mice. 

391 

ANNUAL JBIOS FINANCE & INFRASTRUCTURE REPORT 

 

Received paper BSC/12/10  

 

Annual Infrastructure Report 

 

NOTED 

391.1 

that whilst the past year had shown high level of activity which was 

reflected in income, there were some indications that this could 

diminish over the current year; 

391.2 

that JBIOS would try to accommodate this activity drop by holding 

back on staff recruitment and being creative in the use of casual 

staffing to maintain fairness;  

391.3 

that it was hoped that the uncertainties over access to the S38

Health

S38 Health would be cleared up in the near future when the current 

and

review on access possibilities had concluded;

and Safety

 

Safety
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391.4 

that a microbiological baseline for theS38 Health and

Safety

and surrounding 

area had been established to assist in assessing changes should access 

arrangements change; 

392 

REPORT FROM THE OPERATIONAL DIRECTOR OF JBIOS FACILITIES 

 

Received paper BSC/12/11 

 

NOTED 

392.1 

that JBIOS staff had continued to undertake additional training and 

attend meetings; 

392.2 

that no further progress had been made on work to reconfigure the 

access to theS38 Health and facility, which had halted because of 

potential vibration problems affecting the adjacent 

Safety

 

392.3 

that some bites and scratches had caused reactions in users which 

had resulted in referral to A&E, and that new guidance was being 

drafted by JBIOS with OSHEU on this; 

392.4 

that the new EU Directive on animals in science was likely to demand 

one or more Training and Competence Officers to be named, but 

action on this would have to await definitive requirements for this 

new role from the Home Office; 

392.5 

that the new deputy head of Security had taken up post since the last 

meeting and had pro-actively involved himself in security issues 

affecting the animal facilities. 

393 

REPORT FROM THE USERS’ GROUP 

 

Received paper BSC/12/12 

 

NOTED 

393.1 

that the NVS had begun his formal observations and discussions with 

research groups on surgical asepsis, and that these were being 

logged; 

393.2 

that setting formal standards for surgery practice was frustrated by 

the Home Office practice of allowing inspectors to hold different 

expectations of establishments. 

394 

REPORT FROM S38 Health and Safety FACILITIES 

Received paper BSC/12/13 

 

NOTED 

394.1 

that DNA preparation and genotyping had been added to the 

technical services that the unit could provide; 

394.2 

that cryopreservation programmes had been carried out on several 

strainsS38 Health and Safety

394.3 

that ES cell injection and pro-nuclear micro-injection projects had 

been carried out and yielded founder stock. 
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395 

CAPITAL MATTERS AND ESTATES REPORT 

No reports received 

 

396 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

   

28th January 2013 at 10.30am  
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FILE COPY OF THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE CARDIFF UNIVERSITY 

BIOLOGICAL STANDARDS COMMITTEE HELD ON 22 OCTOBER 2012 AT 11.00AM 

Signed………………………………………(Chair)   
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