
  
  
    [image: WhatDoTheyKnow]
  

  
    Download original attachment
    
(PDF file)
  

  
    This is an HTML version of an attachment to the Freedom of Information request
    'Animal Experimentation at Cardiff University'.
  




  
    
      
[bookmark: 1]BSC/10/46 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE CARDIFF UNIVERSITY BIOLOGICAL 

STANDARDS COMMITTEE HELD ON MONDAY 16th MAY 2011 AT 4.00PM 

292 

MINUTES 

The Minutes of the meeting held on 28th March 2011 (BSC/10/38) were 

confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 

293 

 

MATTERS ARISING  

293.1 

Chair’s visit to facilities [vide Minute 277.2] 

 

NOTED that the Chair had recently toured the facilitiesS38 Health and Safety

293.2 

Project Licence Application – The use of different compounds as 

therapeutic interventions for bacterial shock [vide Minute 279.1] 

NOTED that the points for attention in the application had been 

confirmed in writing with the applicant, and that a final application 

was being prepared in response to these by the applicant. 

293.3 

Project Licence Application – The genetic control of lithium sensitivity 

[vide Minute 279.2] 

NOTED  

.1 that the points for attention in the application had been confirmed 

in writing with the applicant, and that a final application had been 

received; 

.2 that it had been agreed with the Chair that the co-applicant, who 

attended the last meeting and who is eligible as a project licensee, 

would become the applicant. 

294 

ITEMS FROM THE CHAIR  

 

NOTED that on the Chair’s recent visit S38 Health and Safety

facilities, the 

space available for occupation had been noted, and that the occupied 

facilities were seen to be running well.  

295 

ITEMS FROM THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER 

NOTED  

295.1 

that the Certificate Holder would be visiting the facilities shortly, 

along with two other members of the Committee; 

295.2 

that a review of the University’s committee structure was being 

undertaken. A Biological Standards Committee was likely to be 

retained, but might report to a different committee from the present 

arrangement. 

296 

      PROJECT LICENCE APPLICATION   

 

Received paper BSC/10/40 “Thalamic and Cortical mechanisms of 

Sleep and Absence Epilepsy” 

NOTED 

1 



[bookmark: 2]BSC/10/46 

296.1 

that the application was for an amendment to an existing project 

licence; 

296.2 

that the proposal would apply a newly available technique to improve 

existing protocols and reduce the numbers of animals needed to 

achieve the objectives of the licence; 

296.3 

that the proposed reduction in animal use by using the new technology 

was welcomed; 

296.4 

that some clarification of the use and effects of the virus vectors, 

either in the University or elsewhere, should be documented in the 

application; 

 

RESOLVED 

296.5 

that the application be recommended for submission to the Home 

Office, subject to the inclusion of the above information. 

297 

CERTIFICATE HOLDER’S ADVISORY GROUP REPORT 

Received paper BSC/10/41 “Licensing Report”. 

NOTED that since the last meeting, the Certificate Holder’s Advisory 

Group had recommended three applications for amendments to 

existing project licences. 

298 

ANNUAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING REPORT 

 

Received paper BSC/10/42 

 

NOTED  

298.1 

that licensee training courses in the University had continued with a 

normal level of trainee numbers;  

298.2 

that the courses had been re-accredited by the Quality Assurance 

Group of the Universities Accreditation Scheme in 2010, and had 

received a very positive report. Two suggestions received from the 

audit team had been implemented; 

298.3 

that the course had also undergone some internal revision, and that 

the new courses would begin in June; 

298.4 

that arrangements were in place to add a specialist bird-based module; 

298.5 

that in-service training for animal technicians continued successfully 

across the University, and that informal seminar sessions for 

technicians had been held by project licence holders. 

 

 

 

299 

VISITS BY THE HOME OFFICE INSPECTOR 
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NOTED 

299.1 

that there had been two visits since the last meeting, one of which was 

unannounced. No concerns had been noted by the inspector on either 

visit; 

299.2 

that the availability of the inspector for consultations on visits was 

greatly appreciated by scientists, and that any move to reduce the 

numbers of visits by reducing the inspectorate strength would be of 

concern to the University; 

299.3 

that three Category A infringements had been confirmed by the Home 

Office following the self reported mistake in licensing authority 

reported at a previous meeting. 

300 

REPORT FROM THE NAMED VETERINARY SURGEON 

 

NOTED  

300.1 

that a recent screen had shown the presence of Mouse Adenovirus 2S38 Health

facility, and that this was a potential problem for  and Safety

S38 Health and Safety

immunological research but not an overt animal health issue. Inquiry was 

underway as to how the virus had entered the colonies, and new samples 

had been sent off that day; 

300.2 

that the presence of feral pigeon faeces and a dead pigeon had been 

noted close to some of the facilities. Whilst it was acknowledged that 

ESTAT had installed measures to try to exclude the birds, they were still 

in the area and their presence could not be ignored as a potential animal 

health hazard. 

 

 

301 

CERTIFICATE OF DESIGNATION 

NOTED that no changes to the Certificate had been made since the last 

meeting. 

302 

REPORT FROM THE OPERATIONAL DIRECTOR OF JBIOS FACILITIES 

Received paper BSC/10/43. 

NOTED 

302.1 

that negotiations had taken place with MEDIC on the use of the 

Category 3 roomS38 Health and Safety , which is now likely to be used for 

non-animal projects concurrently with an animal-based projects. 

Negotiations had raised the issue of arrangements for animals in the 

event of a pathogen spillage and consequent emergency evacuation; 

302.2 

that the proposals to adapt access arrangements for the Pre-clinical 

S38 Health and were currently with ESTAT for pricing; 

Safety

302.3 

that the first of the scheduled finance review meetings with MEDIC had 

been held and had proved valuable in highlighting the importance of 

good communications between MEDIC and JBIOS, for example when 

new appointments are being considered. 

303 

REPORT FROM THE USERS’ GROUP 
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Received an oral report from the Chair of the Users’ Group  

NOTED 

303.1 

that interpretation of the charging survey of users had been 

complicated by responses having been made in several different ways, 

despite clear instructions; 

303.2 

that the Chair intended to contact the Director of Finance to convey 

the Group’s position that budgetary information was being made 

available far too late each year for users to be able to make any useful 

contribution to the budgeting process; 

303.3 

that a survey of charges for animal maintenance had been carried out 

by the Wellcome Trust and was likely to be useful to the Users’ Group. 

304 

REPORT FROM THES38 Health and

Safety

BARRIER FACILITIES 

Received paper BSC/10/44 from the barrier representative. 

 

NOTED 

304.1 

that the return to work of the technical manager had enabled the 

NACWO to carry out valuable rederivation work S38 Health and Safety

; 

304.2 

that interviews for a replacement technician were scheduled for early 

June; 

304.3 

that the opportunity to improve the S38 Health and

Safety

during the temporary 

relocation was unlikely to be taken, largely because of financial 

restrictions; 

304.4 

that the S38 Health and Safety

S38 Health and Safety

was problematic in trying 

to achieve a robust barrier. The possibility of reincorporating the large 

holding room in the conventional areaS38 Health could help to separate 

the air-flow and reduce the likelihood of problems

and Safety

. 

305 

CAPITAL MATTERS AND ESTATES REPORT 

Received an oral report from the Director of Estates Development 

(Engineering).  

NOTED 

305.1   

that the damage caused to animal facilities in the S38 Health and Safety

had been repaired and that ESTAT would repair the damage S38

in lieu 

of the contractors; 

Health
and
Safety

305.2 

that the start of remedial work to the humidification plant at the    

Facility could be started once a definitive answer on the continuing 

need for tree-shrew accommodation had been given; 

305.3 

that the decision on new entrance facilities S38 Health and Safety

was 

awaited;
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306 

Genetically Altered Animals Facility Proposal 

 

Received Paper BSC/10/45   

 

NOTED  

306.1 

that although the proposal was logical and attractive, the financial 

risks were potentially high and that such operations needed significant 

commitment from users to make them viable; 

306.2 

that a survey of research groups had been carried out by the Heads of 

Schools representative for BIOS OPTOM and PSYCH, and had returned 

no interest in using the proposed facility; 

306.3 

that clarification of terminology being used was needed, for example 

on what constitutes “production”, if further discussion were to take 

place; 

306.4 

that a clear outcome for the ultimate use of the facility was the most 

important task in these discussions, and that it was important that 

those who support or decline the use of the facility are very clear 

about what the opportunities and risks are; 

306.5 

that the current charging system included space costs, and that 

“mothballing” an area might be more cost-effective for recurrent costs 

to users than running on a small scale; 

 

RESOLVED 

306.6 

that a working group be convened S38 Health and Safety

S38 Health and Safety

to explore more fully the practicalities of 

setting up and running such a facility, and reporting back to the 

Committee. 

307 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

 

To be confirmed
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FILE COPY OF THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE CARDIFF UNIVERSITY 

BIOLOGICAL STANDARDS COMMITTEE HELD ON 16th MAY 2011 AT 4.00PM 

Signed………………………………………(Chair)   
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