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Gordon C Stalker 
 
By email only: request-346629-b7f01e5b@whatdotheyknow.com 
 
 
 
 

CHILDREN & LEARNING 
Strategic Director: 
Margo Williamson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Mr Stalker 
 
Freedom of Information Request - Review 
 
I refer to your request for information dated 20 October 2016 and your subsequent 
modification or clarification dated 31 October 2016. 
 
You requested the following information:- 
 
I would like to obtain all information regarding the secret deal referred to in the 
Dundee Courier on 2 September 2015.  If there was no secret deal please state so 
clearly.   
 
If there was can I please receive the documents as it is a criminal offence to destroy 
documents requested under FOI. 
 
I also refer to your email dated 28 November 2016 following receipt of our response 
to your request. Notwithstanding the terms of your email, the Council is obliged 
under the Freedom of Information (Sc) Act 2002 (“the Act”) to hold a review. For 
clarification, I would add, as you are aware an internal review did indeed take 
place regarding your previous request (583/16) to which you received both a review 
response and a response to your initial request for information.   
 
Your review request has now been considered by the Council’s review panel which 
comprised Les Hutchinson, Head of Quality & Performance, Children & Learning 
Directorate and myself.  It is important to note, neither of us had any involvement in 
consideration of your initial request for information.   
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With regard to the review, in terms of Section 21(4) of the Act, the review panel 
may:- 
 
(a) confirm a decision complained of, with or without such modification as it 

considers appropriate; 
 
(b) substitute for any such decision a different decision; or  
 
(c) reach a decision, where the complaint is that no decision has been reached.   
 
The review panel decided to reverse the authority’s decision and release report No 
838/11 considered by Angus Council on 15 December 2011 which dealt with the 
proposed financial arrangements between the Council and WOW Leisure.  This 
unredacted report is enclosed.  Incidentally, I would advise that the decision to 
agree report 838/11 was unanimous. I also enclose a copy of the Council’s follow up 
reports 113/12 and 385/12 considered by the Council on 9 February 2012 and 28 
June 2012 respectively (also unredacted).  
 
I would also like to take this opportunity to address your assertion that the Council 
did not respond to your questions of 1-3 of 20 October 2016.  It was our 
understanding that you had agreed to the modification of your request of 20 
October 2016 when you asked that all information regarding the “secret deal” 
referred to in the Dundee Courier on 2 September 2015 and the Council dealt with 
the modified request accordingly in its response to you of 28 November 2016.  
However, the review panel agreed some further information should be provided to 
you, by way of assistance, to try and address the queries in your email of 20 October 
and I would respond as follows:- 
 
1. There is no information on the loan of £275,00 which you granted to WOW 

Leisure on 23 December 2011.  Why was this loan granted and what security 
was in place failing its repayment? 
 
The Council has provided the reports 838/11, 113/12 and 385/12 which 
provide information on the said loan. 

 
2. There is no information on your company’s sequestration of WOW Leisure and 

why you carried out this action in August 2015.  Can you please provide this. 
 

I enclose reports 248/15 and 413/15 considered by full Council on 18 June 
2015 and 22 October 2015 respectively which set out the background and 
justification for the action that was taken by the Council with regard to the 
recovery of debts due to the Council by WOW Leisure.  
 

3. You have redacted the financial details and checks on Mr McDonald.  A 
phone call to any solicitor in Montrose would have informed you that he was 
not a suitable person to do business with or have given a loan of £275,000.  
Can you please provide unredacted financial details as these are not 
excluded by the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002. 
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In our response to your previous request (583/16), we explained that the 
arrangements were entered into by WOW Leisure and not Mr McDonald as 
an individual.  
 

I trust this information is helpful to you.   
 
If you are unhappy with the Review Panel’s decision you can take your complaint to 
the Scottish Information Commissioner.  The Appendix enclosed explains the process 
for doing that.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Margo Williamson 
Strategic Director – Children & Learning 
 
 



 

APPENDIX 
 
 
Your Right to Complain to the Scottish Information Commissioner: 
 
If you are dissatisfied with a decision of the Council's Review Panel (or where the 
Review Panel has not provided you with a response), you have the right to apply to 
the Scottish Information Commissioner for a decision as to whether your request for 
information has been dealt with by the Council in accordance with the Act. 
 
Your application to the Scottish Information Commissioner must: 

• be made within 6 months of receipt of the decision of the Council’s Review 
Panel (or within 6 months of the date that the Review Panel should have 
responded); 

• be in a recordable format (letter, e-mail, audio tape etc);  
• give your name and address for correspondence.  
• give details of the request for information which you originally requested from 

the Council; 
• give details of why you were dissatisfied with the Council’s response to your 

original request; 
• give details of why you were dissatisfied with the decision of the Council's 

Review Panel. 
 
The Scottish Information Commissioner can be contacted at:- 
 
Scottish Information Commissioner, Kinburn Castle, Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, 
Fife, KY16 9BS; Telephone - 01334 464610; Fax -01334 464611; Email - 
enquiries@itspublicknowledge.info) 
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