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DESIGNATION OF NATIONAL POLICY
STATEMENT FOR NATIONAL NETWORKS

Action

1.

Inspectors need to be aware that, having been laid before
Parliament in accordance with sections 9(8) and 5(4) of the
Planning Act 2008, the National Policy Statement for National
Networks (NPS-NN) was designated by Parliament on 13 January
2015' and announced via a written Ministerial Statement?. The
NPSs constitutes the primary policy for recommendations and
decisions on development consent orders for national networks
Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects (NSIPs)°.

. The NPS-NN sets out the need for, and the Government'’s policies to

deliver NSIPs on the national road and rail networks in England®.
This NPS may also be a material consideration in decision making
on applications that fall under the Town and Country Planning Act
1990 or any successor legislation. Whether, and to what extent,
this NPS is a material consideration, will be judged on a case by
case basis. The NPS for Ports and other NPSs may also be relevant
for consideration of some national networks NSIPs.

! Hansard Vol 590 No. 90, Col 793.

2 WMs - Designation of National Networks NPS - DfT, 14 Jan 2015.

See the National Infrastructure Plan 2014, which was published as part of the Autumn Statement
and the Road Investment Strategy, announced on 1 December as they list specific projects that will be
covered by the NPS.

4 For the purposes of this NPS these NSIPs are referred to as national road, rail and strategic rail
freight interchange developments under s22, s25 & s26 of the 2008 Act, respectively - as amended
by Articles 3 & 4 of the Highway and Railway (NSIP) Order 2013/1883.



https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/387222/npsnn-print.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/387222/npsnn-print.pdf
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150113/debtext/150113-0003.htm#15011364000002
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201415/cmhansrd/cm150114/wmstext/150114m0001.htm#15011441000007
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-infrastructure-plan-2014
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/road-investment-strategy#policy-documents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2013/1883/made

Background

3.

Under the Planning Act 2008 a National Policy Statement may be
formally designated (after the appropriate consultation procedures)
for the purposes of section 104 of the Act.

A draft NPS-NN was published for consultation in November 2013.
In response to the consultation, the Secretary of State laid before
parliament a draft version of the NPS which was subject to a vote
after 21 sitting days. The draft version was approved without
amendment and so became a designated NPS.

. The policy set out in the NPS-NN relating to strategic rail freight

interchanges (SRFI) confirms the policy set out in the interim policy
guidance published in 2011. Designation of this NPS-NN therefore
cancels the 2011 guidance on SRFI.

This NPS does not cover High Speed Two (HS2), which for phase
one will be delivered via Hybrid Bill, currently proceeding through
Parliament®. It is envisaged that HS2 phase two will also be covered
by a Hybrid Bill. The NPS-NN sets out the Government's policy for
development of the road and rail networks and strategic rail freight
interchanges, taking into account the capacity and connectivity that
will be delivered through HS2.

. Please contact XXXX if you have any queries on this Note.

XXXX

Acting Chief Planning Inspector

> High Speed Rail (London - West Midlands) Bill.



http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2013-14/highspeedraillondonwestmidlands.html

