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Dear Mr Dimitroulopoulos, 
 
Request for Information under Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 (FOISA) 
 
Thank you for your email which was received by the University on 29 August 2018 requesting the 
following information: 
 

 
Please provide data regarding undergraduate admissions to all law programmes offered at the 
University for the following admissions cycles: 
 
2012/2013 
2013/2014 
2014/2015 
2015/2016 
2016/2017 
 
If data for one or more of the programmes is not available, please retrieve the data for the others and 
note down the lack of availability in your final response. 
 
Please provide the data required by the fields below 
 
GCSEs 
The percentage of applicants who have achieved (I) GCSE grades prior to their application; 
 
The average number of A*s already achieved at (I)GCSE level by applicants;  
The average number of As already achieved at (I)GCSE level by applicants;  
The average number of Bs already achieved at (I)GCSE level by applicants;  
The average number of Cs already achieved at (I)GCSE level by applicants; 
 
The average number of A*s already achieved at (I)GCSE level by offer holders;  
The average number of As already achieved at (I)GCSE level by offer holders;  
The average number of Bs already achieved at (I)GCSE level by offer holders;  
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The average number of Cs already achieved at (I)GCSE level by offer holders; 
 
AS levels 
The percentage of applicants who have achieved AS level grades prior to their application; 
 
The average number of As already achieved at AS level by applicants; 
The average number of Bs already achieved at AS level by applicants;  
The average number of Cs already achieved at AS level by applicants;  
The average number of Ds already achieved at AS level by applicants; 
 
The average number of As already achieved at AS level by offer holders;  
The average number of Bs already achieved at AS level by offer holders;  
The average number of Cs already achieved at AS level by offer holders;  
The average number of Ds already achieved at AS level by offer holders; 
 
A-levels 
The percentage of applicants who have completed or are completing their A-levels prior to their 
application; 
 
The average number of predicted A* grades for applicants studying A-levels;  
The average number of predicted A grades for applicants studying A-levels;  
The average number of predicted B grades for applicants studying A-levels;  
The average number of predicted C grades for applicants studying A-levels. 
 
The average number of predicted A* grades for offer holders studying A-levels;  
The average number of predicted A grades for offer holders studying A-levels;  
The average number of predicted B grades for offer holders studying A-levels;  
The average number of predicted C grades for offer holders studying A-levels. 
 
The average number of A-level subjects taken by applicants;  
The average number of A-level subjects taken by offer holders. 
 
Scottish Highers 
The percentage of applicants who have completed or are completing Scottish Highers prior to their 
application; 
 
The average number of As already achieved at Scottish Higher level by applicants;  
The average number of Bs already achieved at Scottish Higher level by applicants;  
The average number of Cs already achieved at Scottish Higher level by applicants;  
The average number of Ds already achieved at Scottish Higher level by applicants; 
 
The average number of As already achieved at Scottish Higher level by offer holders;  
The average number of Bs already achieved at Scottish Higher level by offer holders;  
The average number of Cs already achieved at Scottish Higher level by offer holders;  
The average number of Ds already achieved at Scottish Higher level by offer holders; 
 
Scottish Advanced Highers 
The percentage of applicants who have completed or are completing Scottish Advanced Highers 
prior to their application; 
 
The average number of As predicted at Scottish Advanced Higher level for applicants;  
The average number of Bs predicted at Scottish Advanced Higher level for applicants;  
The average number of Cs predicted at Scottish Advanced Higher level for applicants;  
The average number of Ds predicted at Scottish Advanced Higher level for applicants; 
 
The average number of As predicted at Scottish Advanced Higher level for offer holders;  
The average number of Bs predicted at Scottish Advanced Higher level for offer holders;  



 

The average number of Cs predicted at Scottish Advanced Higher level for offer holders;  
The average number of Ds predicted at Scottish Advanced Higher level for offer holders; 
 
IB 
The percentage of applicants who have completed or are completing the IB programme prior to or at 
the time of their application; 
 
The average predicted IB grade for applicants (for instance, 38.2);  
The average predicted IB grade for offerholders (for instance, 40.4); 
 
Acceptances 
The total number of applicants for the courses; The total number of offer holders for the courses; The 
offer rate for the courses; The percentage of offer holders who chose your university’s courses as 
their firm choice on UCAS; 
 
The number of offer holders who met or exceeded their offer; The number of offer holders who 
missed their offer; The number of offer holders who missed their offer in some way, but who were still 
offered a place on Results Day. 
 
 

 
 
University’s response 
 
Information about GCSEs, AS levels, A-levels, Scottish Highers, Scottish Advanced Highers,  
IB 
 
The University has estimated that to provide the information requested in response to these parts of 
your request will exceed the upper cost threshold as set out in the Freedom of Information (Fees for 
Required Disclosure) (Scotland) Regulations 2004.  
 
This is because we would be required to extract data relating to a large number of students admitted to 
undergraduate courses over 5 years.  We estimate that it will take between 17.5 and 21 hours to 
extract this data for each type of qualification.  Your request asks about 6 different type of qualification, 
therefore we estimate the total staff time required to answer your request to be between 100 and 130 
hours, at a cost of between £1500 and £2000. 
 
This is in excess of the upper cost threshold of £600 set out in the Fees regulations.  We are therefore 
refusing your request for information relating to these parts of your request, under Section 12 of 
FOISA. 
 
Please be advised that a modified request may reduce the costs of providing the information.  Any 
modified request will be treated as a new request for the purposes of the Freedom of Information 
(Scotland) Act 2002 and given due consideration. 
 
 
Information about Acceptances 

 The total number of applicants for the courses 

 The total number of offer holders for the courses 

 The offer rate for the courses 

 The percentage of offer holders who chose your university’s courses as their firm choice 

on UCAS; 

Please see table below: 

 



 

  
Academic 
Session 

Valid 
Applications 

Total 
Offers RFWD+ 

Offer Rate 
(Application to 
Offer) 

Unconditional 
Offers Firm Choice 

Conditional 
Offers 

Firm 
Choice 

UG ACAD14/15 819 719 219 88% 231 27.7% 488 44.1% 

UG ACAD15/16 1,007 885 230 88% 308 23.7% 577 26.3% 

UG ACAD16/17 1,208 1,075 263 89% 351 24.2% 724 22.5% 

UG ACAD17/18 1,399 1,065 287 76% 412 27.9% 653 24.2% 

Total   4,433 3,744 999 84% 1,302 25.9% 2,442 25.5% 

 
Notes: 
Information is extracted from an internal reporting system, which only retains data covering current 
year minus 4 
Applications are restricted to UCAS applications to Law department 
RFWD+ is the indicator used by Strathclyde to measure the expected number of registered students 
 
 
Information about Acceptances 

 The number of offer holders who met or exceeded their offer 

 The number of offer holders who missed their offer 

 The number of offer holders who missed their offer in some way, but who were still 

offered a place on Results Day. 

I have to advise you under section 17(1)(b) of the Act, that the University does not hold the information 
requested for this part of your request and is not aware of any other public authority which may hold 
relevant information. 
 
 
Copyright: 
This information is supplied under the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 and copyright in it 
belongs to the University of Strathclyde or to another party. Releasing this information to you under the 
Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 does not convey a right to reuse that information in a way 
that would infringe copyright.  Copyright material must not be copied, stored, distributed, modified, 
reproduced, transmitted, published (including published on the internet or intranet) in any form or by 
any means or otherwise made available in whole or in part without the prior written consent of the 
copyright holder. 
 
Freedom of Information Review Procedure: 
 
If you are unhappy with the University’s response, please contact the Information Governance Unit by 
post or email to request a review of our actions. 
 
Information Governance Unit 
University of Strathclyde 
Room 2.52 
McCance Building 
16 Richmond Street 
Glasgow  G1 1XQ 
 
E-mail: foi@strath.ac.uk 
 
The University will then undertake an internal review and inform you of the result of that review. 
 
All such requests for review should be made in writing, setting out in full the nature of the enquiry to 
which it pertains, and stating why you are dissatisfied with the response.  A request for review should 
be submitted within 40 working days of either the date on which you received a response from the 
University or the date by which you should have received a response under the terms of the Freedom 
of Information (Scotland) Act 2002, whichever is the later. 



 

 
Please note that links provided to information available elsewhere are intended to assist Freedom of 
Information access.  Requests for information held by other public authorities and any complaints 
regarding access to such information should be addressed to that authority. These review procedures 
relate only to information which is directly under the control of the University of Strathclyde. 
 
If the University is unable to resolve any complaint, you can contact the Scottish Information 
Commissioner, the independent body which oversees the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002.  
A complaint to the Commissioner must be made within 6 months from the date of the University’s 
response.  
 
The Commissioner has an online appeal service which can be accessed via 

www.itspublicknowledge.info/Appeal.  
 
Alternatively, you can contact the Scottish Information Commissioner via the following methods: 
 
 
Scottish Information Commissioner 
Kinburn Castle 
Doubledykes Road 
St Andrews 
Fife 
KY16 9DS 
 
Tel: 01334 464610 
Website: www.itspublicknowledge.info 
E-mail: enquiries@itspublicknowledge.info 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
Information Governance Unit 
University of Strathclyde 
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