
 

 

A school’s subtraction policy 
 
  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Using a structured number line for subtraction 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

          
 

 

               
 

                                    
 

 

What is the same? 

What is different? 

Begin to find the difference by counting 

up from the smallest number. 

This strategy is useful to use if the 

difference between 2 numbers is quite 

small. 

Using an ‘empty’ number line to subtract 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Use expanded written method, starting with most significant number           
 

                              3 5 4 

                             -  2 6 7 

                                 1 5 4    (- 200) 

                                   9 4      (- 60) 

                                   8 7        (- 7) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 

It is important that the children have a good 

understanding of partitioning using concrete 

resources and visual images to support calculations.  

The expanded method enables children to see what 

happens to numbers in the standard written method. 

Subtraction starts with the most significant number. 

 

The previous stages reinforce what 

happens to numbers when they are 

subtracted using more formal written 

methods.  It is important that children 

have a good understanding of place value. 

Expanded method 

Standard written method with exchange 


