A school’s subtraction policy
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Begin to count backwards
in familiar contexts such as
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Continue the count back in
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Begin to relate subtraction
to " taking away *
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Using a structured number line for subtraction

If ] 3ke away four
shells there are six left

Count backwards
along a number
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line to ' take away

Mariz had six sweets 3nd
she ate four. How many
did she have left?

Begin to use the - and = signs
to record mental calculations

in a number sentence
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, : Know by heart subtraction facts
CEIU SIS Ced Sl for numbers up to 10 and 20
10-6=1" 10-4=4a

Subtract single digit
numbers often bridging
through 10
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Begin o partition numbers in _/
order to take away 50"
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Subtract multiples of
10 from any number
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Partitioning number
to be subtracted -
with exchanging

(links to counting
back on number line)

| 43 -27 =16 | 43-20= 23
7=16
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Using an ‘empty’ number line to subtract
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Expanded method It is important that the children have a good

understanding of partitioning using concrete
resources and visual images to support calculations.
The expanded method enables children to see what
happens to numbers in the standard written method.
Subtraction starts with the most significant number.

Use expanded written method, starting with most significant number
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*4'3 Standard written method with exchange
- 27
16 The previous stages reinforce what

happens to numbers when they are
subtracted using more formal written
methods. It is important that children
have a good understanding of place value.

43 -27=16
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{ to zubtract 7 unitz
/' we need to exchange
a ten for ten unitz




