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Dear Mia Houghton 

Freedom of Information request: FOI2022/00192 

Thank you for your email of 11 April 2022 requesting information about successful 

applicants to the MBChB Medicine programme (A100). On 13 April you were sent a 

response to this request from the Admissions team within the College of Medicine and 

Veterinary Medicine. However, whilst they did not hold the requested information, it is 

held by the University’s central Student Recruitment and Admissions team, and I have 

therefore provided it within this response. I apologise for any confusion. 

 
The University of Edinburgh is a global university, rooted in Scotland. We are global y 

recognised for our research, development and innovation and we have provided world-

class teaching to our students for more than 430 years. We are the largest university in 

Scotland and in 2020/21 our annual revenue was £1.18 bil ion, of which £324 million was 

research income. We have over 45,000 students and over 16,000 staff. We are a 

founding member of the UK's Russell Group of leading research universities and a 

member of the League of European Research Universities. 

International nature of staff and student body 

The University is committed to creating and maintaining a diverse community of students 

and staff, thereby enriching the learning, working and social experience for all, and 

demonstrating our commitment to social justice. We are one of the world's leading 

universities, and our community of students and staff is one of the most international in 

the UK. In 2019/20, 46 percent of our academic staff and 58 percent of our student 

entrants were from outside the UK. 

Medicine 

Medicine is a 'controlled subject'. This means the Scottish Funding Council (SFC), in 

liaison with the NHS in Scotland, determines the number of funded places available. 

Students resident in England, Wales or Northern Ireland and those from the EU and 

overseas are also funded differently from those domiciled in Scotland. The places 

available for these groups are allocated separately. Further information about the 

University's application procedure is available on the University's website. You can find 

University Secretary:  Ms Sarah Smith 
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information on the SFC's intake targets for Medicine by going to the SFC publications 

and statistics web page and searching for 'intake targets for medicine'. 

 
Information about undergraduate tuition fee rates is available on the University's website. 

Please note that arrangements for students from the EU have changed from 2021/22 

entry, with students living in Scotland and the EU no longer subject to the same tuition 

fee rate. This is due to the United Kingdom leaving the EU and the transitional period 

ending in January 2021. This means that EU students are no longer eligible for funding 

by the SFC. Continuing EU students who entered before 2021/21 are stil  subject to the 

same tuition fee rate as those domiciled in Scotland. 

Successful applicants to the MBChB Medicine programme (A100) 

You requested the percentages of applicants who were successful in receiving an offer 

for the MBChB Medicine programme (A100), listed by named countries and regions 

within England. You asked for this information for 2021. Please find some of this 

information below in Table 1. Please note that offers to applicants are often conditional, 

thus not all applicants that received an offer would have gone on to successfully secure a 

place at the University. 

For named countries, I have provided information by UN geographic sub-region 

groupings rather than by country. This is because in many cases, the numbers of 

individuals, when broken down by nationality, are low. The information also relates to a 

specific group of individuals who are likely to be identifiable and therefore discloses 

personal data about them. To further prevent disclosing low numbers and personal data, 

I have also combined figures from the Oceania and Unknown groupings. Disclosing 

information, even in percentage form, would breach the data protection principles set out 

in data protection legislation. The Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 does not 

require us to provide this sort of information as it is exempt under section 38(1)(b). 

Please note it does not matter who makes the request under FOISA, if we disclose 

information to one person we are expected to disclose it to all. While you may not be able 

to identify individuals from the information you have requested, others, such as students 

and staff in the Medical School, may be able to do so. Figures have been rounded to the 

nearest whole percentage. 

Table 1: Successful applicants by percentage from UN sub groupings of named countries 

and named regions of England for MBChB Medicine programme (A100) in 2021 

Applicant domicile 

Successful applicants 

East Midlands - England 

2% 

East of England - England 

3% 

London - England 

8% 

North East - England 

3% 

North West - England 

4% 

South East - England 

5% 

South West - England 

2% 

West Midlands - England 

2% 

Yorkshire and The Humber - England 

2% 

Americas 

1% 

Asia 

5% 
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Europe 

63% 

Oceania/Unknown 

1% 

Right to review 

If you are dissatisfied with this response, you may ask the University to conduct a review 

of this decision by contacting the University's Records Management Section in writing 

(e.g. by letter or email) or in some other recorded form (e.g. audio or video tape). You 

should describe the original request, explain your grounds for dissatisfaction, and include 

an address for correspondence. You have 40 working days from receipt of this letter to 

submit a review request. The contact details for the Records Management Section are at 

the top of this letter. When the review process has been completed, if you are stil  

dissatisfied, you may use the Scottish Information Commissioner’s guidance on making 

an appeal to make an appeal to the Commissioner. If you do not have access to the 

Internet, please let me know and I wil  provide a copy of the relevant web pages. 

Privacy notice for information request applicants 

The University of Edinburgh's request privacy notice, which describes how we use the 

information you have supplied about yourself and your request, is published on the 

University website. 

Yours sincerely  

David Ward 

Records Management Section 

 
 
If you require this letter in an alternative format, such as large print or 

a coloured background, please contact the Records Management 

Section on 0131 651 4099 or email xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xx.xx.xx 
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