
  
  
    
  

  
    Download original attachment
    
(PDF file)
  

  
    This is an HTML version of an attachment to the Freedom of Information request
    'Gov- measurments on COVID-19: are its reasons sufficienetly verified?'.
  




  
    
      


DIRECTORATE FOR HEALTHCARE QUALITY AND
IMPROVEMENT

abcd

DHQI : Leading Improvement

 

 

 

 
Bartholomeus Lakeman
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Our Reference: 202000022419
Your Reference: request-656189-298ca66c
 
01 July 2020
 
Dear Mr Lakeman,
 

Further to your letter of 2nd June 2020 I have now completed my review of our response to your
request under the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 (FOISA) for information in relation to
the Governments Response on COVID 19, case number 202000022419.

You felt the response provided did not properly address the questions you had asked. I clarified your

review request on 5th of June to which you responded with:

‘Was the knowledge, data and science which the S. Govt used to move to lockdown sufficiently
validated for to protect people in Scotland from Covid-19 and was this balanced against the
Lockdown’s likely collateral damage to the people (e.g. unemployment, stress, mental health,
obesity, restricted (or no) access to adequate health care (e.g. ‘geronticide’), the risk that there will
be no return to a known normality: the loss of cultural- & psycho-social identity and relation)?’
 
‘Did the Scottish Govt verify whether the data given in March by WHO, PHE, SAGA or data given
otherwise; was independently and sufficiently validated and balanced against the risks of its
implementation (i.e. Lockdown)? According to this and abovementioned notions and scientific
principles; I ask you to proceed with your review.’
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In conducting my review, I have considered the case afresh, noting that you felt the initial response did
not properly address the questions you had asked. I undertook a review of the information provided,
spoke with the analysts and completed a further searches of our records. The purpose of this was to
ensure that al  information held by the Scottish Government which fal s within the scope of your request
has been identified.

I have concluded that the original decision should be confirmed with modifications, which are set out
below.

I have identified the fol owing piece of information which fal s within the scope of your request. This is
publicly available (https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-data-definitions-and-
sources/) and provides information on Coronavirus (COVID-19) data, definitions and sources.

Some of the sources you requested do not relate to the functions and core business activities of the
Government. The response identified the organisations that could provide clarity around your
questions.

I have included the contact details of the organisations mentioned in the previous response, which
should have been included for your ease.

This is a formal notice under section 17 (1) of FOISA that the Scottish Government does not have the
information you requested.

Public Health Scotland: (Health Protection Scotland, NHS National Services Scotland and Information
Service Department of NHS Scotland)
xxx.xxx@xxx.xxx

Public Health England: xxx@xxx.xxx.xx

UK Government:
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-of-health-and-social-care

NHS Labs
https://applications.nhsbsa.nhs.uk/FOI/initRequestForm.do

Under section 25(1) of FOISA, we do not have to give you information which is already reasonably
accessible to you. The links below provide this information, which the previous case handler identified
in some instances.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/groups/scientific-advisory-group-for-emergencies-sage-coronavirus-
covid-19-response
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/covid19stats
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/statistics-by-theme/vital-
events/deaths/deaths-background-information
https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/files//statistics/covid19/covid-deaths-extra-tables-week-19.xlsx.
https://www.gov.scot/publications/covid-shielding/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-framework-decision-making/
https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx?
SearchType=Advance&ReferenceNumbers=S5W-29788&DateTo=25/06/2020

If you are unhappy with the outcome of this review you have the right to appeal to the Scottish
Information Commissioner about our decision within 6 months of receiving this letter. Information on
how to make an appeal, along with an application form, is available on the Commissioner’s website
at:

http://www.itspublicknowledge.info/YourRights/Unhappywiththeresponse/A
ppealingtoCommissioner.aspx. You can also contact the Commissioner
at:

The Scottish Information Commissioner
Kinburn Castle
Doubledykes Road
St Andrews
Fife
KY16 9DS

 
Yours sincerely

 
Stuart Duncan
DHQI : Leading Improvement
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