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Objection to School Admission Arrangements for September 2018
If you consider that a school’s admission arrangements are unlawful or do not comply with the School Admissions Code and you wish to object to the Schools Adjudicator, please complete and return this form, (preferably by email).  

If your concerns are about the admission arrangements for entry in a year other than the 2018/19 academic year, please fill in this form, making clear to which year’s arrangements you are referring.

Please note that the OSA does not have jurisdiction to deal with the allocation of school places for individual children or the application process followed by an admission authority.  These are issues for the admissions team at your local authority.


Section 1: YOUR DETAILS

Name:     

Address:    

Contact number:    

Contact email:    

Please tick which of the following applies to you: 

[bookmark: Check1]Parent/individual* 				x|_| 					
[bookmark: Check3]Representative of a school			|_| 			
[bookmark: Check2]Representative of a Local Authority	|_|	
[bookmark: Check4]Representative of a religious body	|_|		
[bookmark: Text17]Other (please state)		     			


*All information submitted to the adjudicator will be circulated to the parties involved in the case.  This will usually include the school, local authority and the religious body if applicable.  Anonymous objections are not allowed; however, regulations allow for an individual’s name and address to be provided to the adjudicator but remain anonymous to the other parties.  We will ensure that personal details such as your name and address are removed from your objection form and future submissions, but it would be your responsibility to ensure your identity cannot be revealed from the content of information provided or by the properties of your document.

Do you wish to be part of the circulation of papers? (applies to parents/individuals only).  If No, you will only receive a copy of the adjudicators’ published decision.										
										Yes/

Would you like your identity to be kept from the other parties? (applies to parents/individuals only).							
										Yes/


Section 2: DETAILS OF YOUR OBJECTION
 
Name and address of the school that is the subject of your objection.				
    Dover Grammar School for Boys



Local Authority area:	    Kent County Council

Please provide full details of and reasons for your objection below, detailing which parts of the School Admissions Code (the Code) you believe that the arrangements contravene. The Code can be found at:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-admissions-code--2.  

My complaint is in two parts. 

1) That a test based on taught curriculum skills is not fair to children attending troubled schools where we know those children are taught less effictively. English and Maths skills are improved by practise and skilled teaching, this means admission tests with these elements can be influenced by the amount of after school help a child receives through parental help or paid-for tuition, or by the quality of the school attended. 

2) That this school uses two tests of differing difficulty levels, with a lack of transparency about the process that makes it unfair to parents and children who choose the harder test.

Complaint 1)

In 2014 GL Assesment who set the Kent Test said in their admission newsletter. (attached.) ‘The school you went to can have a huge impact on how much you learn. Therefore, in the interests of balance, we believe that an entrance assessment should bear little resemblance to the national curriculum or other tests children take in school. If this is not the case, it dilutes the validity of the test; the child from the outstanding primary school or the independent sector would most likely have an advantage in a standard test of reading comprehension, for example, than say a child who attended a school in special measures. 

Tests need to include, as far as possible, a test on ‘pure’ ability in order to assess a child’s potential rather than ‘what they know’. This ensures that a child is not discriminated against if they have had fewer opportunities to develop good reading skills and vocabulary, for example.’

I fully agree with this point. But GL Assesment set an admission test based on a minimum score in English and Maths. Their own statement suggests that such admissions will benefit pupils in the best schools, and disadvantage pupils in schools with a lower quality of teaching. This is not fair to 

A test based on skills that can be taught will disadvantage:
a-  Any child who does not have a parent who can teach or practise the test skills.
b- Any child whose parent cannot afford a tutor to teach and practise these skills (paid for tuition is common for wealthy families.) 
c- Any child who attends a school with a poor Ofsted judgement and results. We know that many schools are below average in Maths and English as their statistics for these subjects are reported on the DfE performance tables. I would expect pupils in schools with poor results for English and Maths to have less opportunity to score highly in English and Maths test papers.

It is of particular concern to me that children from low socio-economic status families are more likely to attend schools with poor Ofsted ratings and lesser results. I worry that this kind of test admission is likely to impact disadvantaged children in schools with Requires Improvement or Inadequate ratings. We can see that children in Kent schools with poor teaching do have poor pass rates in Kent’s 11-plus test.
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In a competitive school admission test the higher points must be scored by pupils who are well taught in a subject that is teachable. So this is an unfair test for any child attending a school with below average teaching in Maths and English. It is clear that children in Outstanding schools are more likely to pass the 11-plus than children in Inadequate schools. This suggests that good teaching has an impact on scores in the Kent Test’s English and Maths papers.

Complaint 2:

This grammar school uses two admission tests for entry, the Kent Test operated by Kent County Council and the school’s own admission test.

It is clear that the school’s own test is significantly easier than the council test. It is not a fair and open process if parents are not told this. Many will choose the harder test and not get places.

I believe that the school in the bottom of the graphic here, is Dover Boys Grammar School:
https://educationdatalab.org.uk/2017/05/kent-11-plus-part-ii-how-does-the-11-plus-work-in-kent/#post/0
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If many pupils who fail the council operated Kent Test would be likely to pass the school’s own easier test this is not fair or transparent. Neither the council or the school will compare results so I can not prove this, but the profile of the school is unlike other grammar schools with more ‘medium attainers’ which does suggest that its own test is passing children of less ability than a regular grammar school using only the Kent Test. 

If the two tests for entry are significantly different in difficulty then parents have a right to know this. The assumption will be that both tests are the same level of difficulty, as they are judging children for entry to the same school. 

Tests for all forms of selection must be clear, objective, and give an accurate reflection of the child’s ability or aptitude, irrespective of sex, race, or disability. 

It is not clear to parents that the Kent Test is significantly harder than the school run test. It is not an objective judgement if there are two levels of ability being judged in two routes of admission to this school. 

It is clear to me, having seen the profile of the school and the high % pass rate in the school operated test, that many children who fail the Kent Test go on to pass the school operated test. This gives a significant advantage to any child who chooses the easier school-run test. Parents are not told this fact. If they were told this fact they would all make the correct choice to go for the easy school test not the harder council Kent Test.


Please send, if possible, a copy of the admission arrangements with this form, stating where and when you saw them.

I could not find the 2018 admission on the school website, but I have been told that the test process will be same with two tests allowing entry to the school.

https://www.dovergramboys.kent.sch.uk/dgsbws/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=4&Itemid=511#


Section 3: DECLARATION

I declare that the information given above and within any supporting documentation is correct. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Signature:    
(If via email please just type name)
Date:    11th May 2017

PLEASE RETURN TO

Email:		osa.team@osa.gsi.gov.uk
Post:		OSA, Bishopsgate House, Feethams, Darlington, DL1 5QE
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Routes to attending each of Kent's grammar schools
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