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Dear Mr Bagshaw

Objection to the admission arrangements of Dover Grammar School for Boys.  Case reference: ADA3303

We have received an objection from an individual to the admission arrangements determined by the above school for September 2018.  The objector has provided their name and address to the adjudicator but has requested their identity is kept from the parties to the case as allowed by regulations.  A copy of the objection is attached to the electronic version of this letter.  

As you may know, a person or body can object to the admission arrangements of a publicly funded school in England.  Such objections are dealt with by one of the schools adjudicators, all of whom are appointed by the Secretary of State for Education but are independent of the Secretary of State and of the Department for Education.  The adjudicator appointed to determine this case is Mr David Lennard Jones and I have passed the papers to him.  If you have good reason, you may question the choice of adjudicator.  For a brief synopsis on the individual adjudicators please contact the office.  Further information about the role of the adjudicator can be found on our website at: https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/office-of-the-schools-adjudicator
In order to allow the adjudicator to consider the objection, I should be grateful if you would send me the following information within one week of the date of this letter:

· A map of the area identifying local schools;

· A link to the Council’s composite admissions prospectus;           

· A copy of the CAF;                                                                                   

· The number of applications in total and first preferences for September 2017 for the school; and

· Your comments on the objection.

Where possible, it would be helpful if information could be provided in electronic format.  Where this is not possible – for example we appreciate that electronic versions of some documents are not produced - hard copies will be accepted.     

All information submitted by you will be circulated to all parties to the case.  We ask you to note this and, for this reason, to ensure that personal or sensitive information is removed from documents before they are sent to us.
At this point the parties to the case are you, Dover Grammar School for Boys and the objector.  The adjudicator may identify additional parties who will then also receive copies of all information submitted by parties to the case. 
 
I am also writing to the other parties, seeking information and their views on the objection, copies are attached to the electronic version of this letter.  

When the adjudicator has considered the initial information, I will write to you again.  In that letter I will:

Explain if the adjudicator has concluded that any part of the objection falls outside his jurisdiction which means that he will not be able to consider that aspect of the objection further;

Ask for any further information which the adjudicator needs;

Let you know if the adjudicator would like to have a meeting or visit the school;

Let you know if there are any other aspects of the arrangements which the adjudicator considers may breach the requirements relating to admissions and if the adjudicator proposes to use his power to consider the arrangements as a whole. 

The adjudicator’s powers allow him to uphold, partially uphold or not uphold the objection and, in relation to the arrangements as a whole, to determine whether or not they meet the requirements relating to admissions set out in legislation and in the School Admissions Code. In order to reach a decision, the adjudicator will assess the determined admission arrangements for the school against the requirements of the School Admissions Code and the legislation concerning admissions. The adjudicator will aim to make a decision as quickly as possible once he has received all the information he needs including any comments the other parties wish to make.  

If the adjudicator finds that the admission arrangements do not conform with the requirements relating to admissions, the determination will explain this and will set out the date by which the admission authority must change its arrangements.  The adjudicator’s decision will be final and binding.

Please address all correspondence to me, the case manager, quoting the case reference number above.  
Yours sincerely




Mrs Lisa Short
Case Manager
Tel: 01325 340750
Email: lisa.short@osa.gsi.gov.uk
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