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Objection to the admission arrangements of Dover Grammar School for Boys.  Case reference: ADA3303

Having considered your objection, the adjudicator has concluded that under section 88H(4) of the School Standards and Framework Act 1998 (the Act) he has jurisdiction to consider your objection that raises two points.  The first is that you consider that the Kent test used to select pupils for Dover Grammar School for Boys is unfair because children who attend a primary school where English and Maths are not effectively taught will be disadvantaged and the second point is that the school uses its own selection test as well as the Kent test.  You consider that the school should advise every parent to take both tests to maximise the chances of their child gaining a place at the school because more children are admitted from taking the school test than from taking the Kent test.  
In reviewing the arrangements, the adjudicator notes that only the admission arrangements for 2018 are available on the school’s website.  The adjudicator considers that this may be in breach of the requirements set out in paragraph 1.47 of the School Admission Code that says that admission authorities “must publish a copy of the determined arrangements on their website displaying them for the whole offer year (the school year in which offers for places are made.”  The school could still offer a place for the 2016/7 year and also for the 2017/8 year so the Code appears to require these admission policies to be on display in addition to the 2018 arrangements.  The adjudicator has accordingly decided to exercise his powers under section 88I of the Act to consider the arrangements as a whole and whether they conform with the requirements relating to admissions and I have Informed the admission authority of his decision.



The adjudicator considers that he has sufficient information now to be able to consider the case.
You will be provided with copies of all the information submitted by the other parties.
Yours sincerely

Mrs Lisa Short
Case Manager
Tel: 01325 340750
Email: lisa.short@osa.gsi.gov.uk
Telephone: 	01325 340402                                          
Website:       	www.gov.uk/government/organisations/office-of-the-schools-adjudicator                                       
Email:	osa.team@osa.gsi.gov.uk          
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