From:

Sent:
To:

Subject:

.-.

27 September 2019 15:29

~
Bristol Tree Forum accusations against Cotham School/ BCC

Dear Madam,
Thank-you for your e-mail. The planning authority has been considering this matter this week, it has determined
to set up a formal planning enforcement case to consider this matter, a formal acknowledgment letter will follow
next week.
Regards
Planning Enforcement Team
Development ManagementGrowth and Regeneration
Bristol City Council
City Hall
College Green, Bristol BS1 STR

Web: www.bristol.gov.uk
Confidentiality:
This e-mail is confidential and is intended solely for the use ofthe individual or entity to whom it is addressed. Any
views or opinions presented are solely those of the author and are not binding on the Local Planning Authority. If
you are not the intended recipient and you have received this e-mail in error you must take no action based on
it. Please delete/destroy and inform the sender immediately

Subject: Bristol Tree Forum accusations against Cotham School/ BCC

Dea - - - .

On 29th August 2019 BCC contractors dug a trench at Stoke Lodge Playing Field and laid cable duct to the
pavilion.
Following this, the lobby group We Love Stoke Lodge, along with Bristol Tree Forum, posted a series of
tweets re accusations that Cotham School/ BCC damaged a TPO Ash Tree.
I also note that Bristol Tree Fomm submitted a question to BCC Full Council lOth September claiming, in
relation to the cabling work, that:
'It is likely that the tree will go into decline and it may eventually die as a result of this damage. '
Can you please let us know BCC's position on the alleged damage to the TPO and what evidence, if any,
there is to support these claims?
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If the claims are supported, does BCC intend to prosecute those who are alleged to have
or cause it to be damaged?
Your sincerely

,• a
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From:

·Sent:
To:
Subject:

ing 29th and 30th August 2019 - Stoke Lodge

Dear Sir,
Further to our e-mail dated 23.9.19- we can now confirm that the planning authority will be setting up a case to
consider the matter of the damage to protected tree roots, a formal acknowledgment letter will follow next week.
Regards
Planning Enforcement Team
Development ManagementGrowth and Regeneration
Bristol City Council
City Hall
College Green, Bristol BS1 STR
T 0117 922 3000
Web: www.bristol.gov.uk
Confidentiality:
This e-mail is confidential and is intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. Any
views or opinions presented are solely those of the author and are not binding on the Local Planning Authority. If
you are not the intended recipient and you have received this e-mail in error you must take no action based on
it. Please delete/destroy and inform the sender immediately.
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From:

Sent:
To:
Subject:

FW: Stoke Lodge Quote

Fyi- better news!

Cc:
Subject: Re: Stoke Lodge Quote

Hi-

This issue has been dealt with, there is not a problem on site as far as I'm concerned. The guys have dealt
with a number of local residents and have assured me that there has been no damage to any roots or trees
with the works. This kind of action is typical of We Love Stoke Lodge, BCC are visiting site and will deal
with the issue.

Regards

Hi_..

On Thu, 29 Aug 2019 at 15:

I believe SELECT will be in touch with-shortly to discuss next steps/ route options. If it hasn't been done
already is it worth ensuring that the relevant Council department are fully aware of the route/plan ahead of any
further work? I assume. . has. contacts to ensure the relevant paperwork has been raised?

Regards,
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From

Sent:
To:

Cc:
Sub

··- ...

~

Hi all,

I am not sure if you've heard from Select o r - y e t , but the Council have
contractors to stop immediately.

instruct the

The local residents are causing issues. One oftheir many posts in their Facebook community below.

rili Ef 4G

>- We

Stoke Lodge

Mini digger cuttlng \hrough roots C)f protected tree al
Stoke Lot;!ge this morning lor CCTV cabling. No

permissio.r"'s, no supervision or arboricultural meHlod

statements- many roots cut. BCC informed U

CJ

Common!

What can we do about this? Is it possible to take another route with the Fibre?
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Kind regards,

On Fri, 2 Aug 2019 at I
Ok great- ticket now opened with Networks to get SELECT on the case.

Thanks

From:
1

•

•

~

•

Order number is RQ 11992

Thanks
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On Fri, 2 Aug 2019 at 1
OK sounds good- can we get this number today/ first thing monday? .will then raise the call to Networks to
get this done.

Regards,

Hi.-..
TwS is on there as Bristol City Council - this is how I raise POs for SSL certificates in the past.
We can give you the PO number (a number starting RQ) when ~raises this on the system without
the finance team being on site.

I hope this is OK

Kind regards,

t
_..,.,

.. ...

_.:_ ~~ ~-<~ ~~-

On Fri, 2 Aug 2019 at 15
Is BCC on there?.will need to raise Purchase Orders going forward for any SSL certificates etc. needs from
us- but I am not sure i f . has had to before ..

Let me know re BCC. Any idea when someone from the finance team would be in to raise a PO otherwise? We
would still need one but I may be able to move things forward without.

Thanks,

.......
..............

·~~·m.m·~·~u.

.

.

..

•

•

•• A

•

•

A

I am also having some issue raising a PO at the moment as there is no finance team and neither TWS or
SELECT appear as a supplier option currently. Who am I best raising an order to? Can you take these
emails as authority to proceed?

Thanks
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On Fri, 2 Aug 2019 at 14:48,
Hi

SELECT can do this yes. If you can provide cab specs: Depth required, U space, etc we can ask them for a quote.

Regards,

I understand that the wireless element will be unsupported, however I am sure that should there be an
issue we would be well placed to sort this in house. We will consider buying additional equipment, but
in reality the wireless link will be to an eventual sub point of the network which will not have high
priority as an SLA for us anyway.

One other question; can SELECT supply a wall mounted cabinet in the te1mination point or are we best
organising that ourselves so there is a cab to terminate to?

Thanks
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On Fri, 2 Aug 2019 at 14:24,

Apologies for the delay with this. SELECT have confirmed the route shown in-diagram is for Option 2.

Our networks team are keen to stress that they do not support the wireless links that will be used in this
option. So option 2 has these caveats:
*TWS/BCC would be the first point of contact should there be an issue with the fibre- we would then engage
SELECT under our support contract
*As BCC do not support the wireless links we advise you have a support agreement with a 3rd party (possibly
SELECT if they offer it)
*we also recommend you have 2 wireless spares, configured and working in the event you need to do a swap
out to keep downtime to a minimum. (Advice is that the wireless units are cheap)

If you can provide a Purchase Order we will start the process asap. I have cc'd.in as I am off after 430pm
today for a week and.may need to raise this work to Networks officially in my absence.

Regards,

Hi--
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I hope you are well. Just wondering if you have heard from Networks or Select about this please?

Kind regards,

On Tue, 30 Jul2019 at 15
Thanks for this-l've passed this on to Networks and will chase to confirm it's got to SELECT
tomorrow.

Regards,

Further to telephone yesterday. Please see attached fibre route as proposed. Please can you confi1m
that this is the route they will take including pull points?

Obviously the wireless connection part is not shown on my drawing

Regards
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On Mon, 29 Jul2019 at 12:49,

Hi

Would it be possible for you to call me with a consideration of us starting the option 2
specification? I would like to proceed asap, but will want to see that the planned route is the one
that we would want.

Thanks

On Wed, 24 Jul2019 at 13

After the visit by SELECT yesterday please find attached the quotes provided by them to complete
the work you requested. There are 2 different options - - w e are assuming here you
understand which building I and 2 are that are mentioned!?

Please note this does not include a CAB, Power or Switch.
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Please let us know if you wish to proceed with either option.

Regards,

Council services: http://www.bristol.gov.uk/service
Latest council news: http://www.bristol.gov.uk/oumews
Consultations: http://www.bristol.gov.uk/consult

PARKING - May we remind visitors there is no on site parking at the school. Parking is available offsite in
accordance with the Cotham Residents Parking Scheme.
hllps:llwww. bristol. qov. ul</parkinglcotham
The contents of all e-mail and any attachments are strictly private and confidential and may contain
information which is subject to legal privilege. Such e-mail may not be used or disclosed under any
circumstances by anyone who is not a named recipient. Please return the e-mail if you are not the intended or
named recipient Unauthorised use of the email or its contents is prohibited and may be unlawful. Incoming
and outgoing e-mail is subject to continuous and ad hoc filtering, scrutiny and reporting. The school accepts
no liability whatsoever for any damage, loss or expense arising from this e-mail and/or from the accessing of
any files attached to this email. This e-mail may not necessarily reflect the views or intentions of Cotham
School or its governing body, which therefore does not accept any liability whatsoever for any claims, loss or
damages of whatsoever nature, arising directly or indirectly, as a result of the reliance on such information by
anyone. Unless the intention to contract has been expressly manifested in this message by a duly authorised
representative of the school, this message shall not be construed as a solicitation to contract nor an offer or
acceptance of any contractual obligations. The addressee's address will not be disclosed to others for
commercial intent Please notify the school should you not wish to receive e-mail from the school.

Cotham School: a company limited by guarantee
Registered in England: Company Number: 07732888
Registered Office: Cotham School, Cotham Lawn Road, Cotham, Bristol, 886 6DT

Council services: http://www.bristol.gov.uklservice
Latest council news: http://www.bristol.gov.uklournews
Consultations: http://www.bristol.gov.uk/consult

PARKING- May we remind visitors there is no on site parking at the school. Parl<ing is available offsite in
accordance with the Cotham Residents Parking Scheme.
https:llwww. bristol. qov. ul</parking/cotham
The contents of all e-mail and any attachments are strictly private and confidential and may contain information
which is subject to legal privilege. Such e-mail may not be used or disclosed under any circumstances by
anyone who is not a named recipient. Please return the e-mail if you are not the intended or named recipient.
Unauthorised use of the email or its contents is prohibited and may be unlawful. Incoming and outgoing e-mail
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is subject to continuous and ad hoc filtering, scrutiny and reporting. The school accepts no liability whatsoever
for any damage, loss or expense arising from this e-mail and/or from the accessing of any files attached to this
email. This e-mail may not necessarily reflect the views or intentions of Cotham School or its governing body,
which therefore does not accept any liability whatsoever for any claims, loss or damages of whatsoever nature,
arising directly or indirectly, as a result of the reliance on such information by anyone. Unless the intention to
contract has been expressly manifested in this message by a duly authorised representative of the school, this
message shall not be construed as a solicitation to contract nor an offer or acceptance of any contractual
obligations. The addressee's address will not be disclosed to others for commercial intent. Please notify the
school should you not wish to receive e-mail from the school.
Cotham School: a company limited by guarantee
Registered in England: Company Number: 07732888
Registered Office: Cotham Schoof, Cotham Lawn Road, Cotham, Bristol, BS6 6DT

Council services: http://www.bristol.gov.uk/service
Latest council news: http://www.bristol.gov.uk/ournews
Consultations: http://www. bristo I. gov. uk/consult

PARKING- May we remind visitors there is no on site parking at the school. Parking is available offsite in
accordance with the Cotham Residents Parking Scheme.
https:/M!ww. bristol. qov. uklparkinglcotham
The contents of all e-mail and any attachments are strictly private and confidential and may contain information
which is subject to legal privilege. Such e-mail may not be used or disclosed under any circumstances by
anyone who is not a named recipient. Please return the e-mail if you are not the intended or named recipient.
Unauthorised use of the email or its contents is prohibited and may be unlawful. Incoming and outgoing e-mail is
subject to continuous and ad hoc filtering, scrutiny and reporting. The school accepts no liability whatsoever for
any damage, loss or expense arising from this e-mail and/or from the accessing of any files attached to this
email. This e-mail may not necessarily reflect the views or intentions of Cotham School or its governing body,
which therefore does not accept any liability whatsoever for any claims, loss or damages of whatsoever nature,
arising directly or indirectly, as a result of the reliance on such information by anyone. Unless the intention to
contract has been expressly manifested in this message by a duly authorised representative of the school, this
message shall not be construed as a solicitation to contract nor an offer or acceptance of any contractual
obligations. The addressee's address will not be disclosed to others for commercial intent. Please notify the
school should you not wish to receive e-mail from the school.

Cotham School: a company limited by guarantee
Registered in England: Company Number: 07732888
Registered Office: Cotham School, Cotham Lawn Road, Cotham, Bristol, BS6 BOT

Council services: http://www.bristol.gov.uk/service
Latest council news: http://www.bristol.gov.uk/oumews
Consultations: http://www.bristol.gov.uk/consult

PARKING- May we remind visitors there is no on site parking at the school. Parking is available offsite in
accordance with the Cotham Residents Parking Scheme.
https:/lwww. bristol. qov. uklparking!cotham
The contents of all e-mail and any attachments are strictly private and confidential and may contain information
which is subject to legal privilege. Such e-mail may not be used or disclosed under any circumstances by anyone
who is not a named recipient. Please return the e-mail if you are not the intended ornamed recipient.
11

~·14:29

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Planni

Subject:

Enforcement

for electric cabling 29th and 30th
August 2019 - Stoke Lodge Paying Field
Digging of a trench for electric cabling 29th and 30th August 2019 - Stoke Lodge
Paying Field; Full Council Public Question; BCC Planning Authority Jetter to Cotham
School on potential damage to TPO trees at Stoke Lodge -

Attachments:

Hi
As discussed I have provided commentary on the photos within the Witness Statements of both
and
relating to the impact to TPO Trees.
It is clear from the evidence provided by these witnesses statements that a trench has been dug within the BS
5837:2012 Root Protection Area (hereafter, referred to as RPA) using a mini-digger. The trenching has been
undertaken in the outside edge of the RPA, some meters from the subject ash tree.
Generally speaking, using a mini-digger within the RPA of a tree will cause compaction of the soil, which prevents
the tree from undertaking its usual gaseous exchange, required for a healthy tree. The excavation of a trench using a
mini-digger and bucket can cause irreparable damage to a tree as it 'tears' tree roots- which creates an uneven
wound with a large surface area, which is prone to fungal infection and decay. Moreover, this type of trenching may
damage minor and major roots alike, regardless of their size.
Photographs EB12 is evidence of below ground damage to a TPO'ed tree, showing non-compliance with Section
210(1) and Section 202C(2) of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990; the exact impact of this to the tree is
unknown and the impacts of this may not show in the canopy of the tree until next summer.
In summary, it is clear trenching has occurred within the RPA of a tree covered by a TPO. This will cause compaction
and root severance; although this may not immediately kill the tree is may weaken it and lead to its early demise.
For us to understand the extent of this damage I would suggest the school commission an arboricultural consultant
to suggest methods of establishing the actual damage to the subject ash and recommending remediation works,
such as soil decompaction, Mycorrhizae injections, root pruning etc.
The below table outlines my observations of the photos in the two witness statements. The photo references are in
order as you read the documents.

-

Photo Ref.

Subject

EB 1

Tree survey extract with blue cross showing
location of digger.

The circle around T8 in this drawing is the BS5837
Area. The digger is positioned within the RPA ofT!
TPO 1192.

EB2

Tree survey extract with red arrows. showing
location of trenching undertaken by rnlni-digger

Jhe location of the red Jines on this drawing is con

EB 3

Mini-digger behind green Fence. No trench

This mini digger appears to be behind the Pavilion
being moved aside by the digger and trenching is I
tower behind the pavilion. No ground protection t

EB4

Mini-digger behind green Fence. No trench

See comment on photo 3

1

Tree officers comment

EB 5

Mini-digger behind green Fence. No trench

See comment on photo 3

EB 6

Milli-digger behind green Fence .. No trench.
)ower dearly in view

This mini digger cl('!arly beginning tre11ch .west of P
the RPAofTS -TPOAsh.
.

EB 7

Mini-digger behind green Fence. No trench.
Tower clearly in view

This mini digger clearly beginning trench west of P
the RPA of T8- TPO Ash.

EBS

MiniCdiggerappearsto be next.to oak located
in Stoke Lodge. Cottage.

Oa.k on rightofph6to not covered byTPO. Ash on
TPO.

EB 9

Trench with some minor root severance.

EB 10

Trench with some minor root severance.

EB 11

Photo of chalk, stones and severed tree roots.

Minor root severance evident. Similar to EB 10- tt
next to Stoke Lodge Cottage.
Minor root severance evident
Impossible to know where photo is taken from or
from TPO tree or non-TPO Tree.

EB12

This.trfn~llhap cle'lrly.beel) dug usipg. a minl~digg!
chi!lk running throy~tl thistrencll; y-'hi~h isrefer:et
looking
at trench
with
•'' ' '
'' '
'
',' towner
' ' ', ' < .
.P.ho.to ofwoman
·S()(Jlerqo.ts may have com~fromash tree in Ea 8.
·in b~ckground
tree roots \1./0uld have bee~ d<lmaged rootswhich
· T8 'the TPO'ed Asfi,

EB 13

A thumb and a branch

The bark on this piece of wood suggests it is a bra1
the way the branch has fractured, the branch died
natural cycle of the tree.

EB14

..
Photo fo a thumb and root

EB 15

Photo of trench with chalk.

Appears to be the same section of root in EB 14. T
fibrous roots on the left hand side of the photo, w
provided significant water to the trees.

EB16

Photo of trench with chalk.

Appears to be the same section ofrooti11 EB 14.

EB 17

Blurry photo of trench

Hard to make out much here. More fine root seve

EB18
E820

photo of ash branch from non'tpo tree
Photo of soil and dead branch and root
PhotO. oftrench through green fence

No comment.
Dead branch on the right. Possible root on the rigl
Another phot of the trench from the tower.

Photo Ref.

Subject

Tree officers comment

SFl

Map showing. location ofTPO Ash

This isan Ash tree (Tree ID 100176) covered byTP
managed by Bristol City Council

SF 2

Trench showing severed roots

It is challenging to established where this trench 1/1
photographs
B12) witness s
photo of
have come fro1

SF 3

Photo showing round stick and root

The root appears to have been ripped, rather thar
The contractors have not followed best arboriculti

SF 4

Trench with fibrous roots

A trench which appears to have been dug by han<
major roots and clumps of fine roots.

Atrench:which appears to.be next to the fence
Jipe ofStoketodgeCottage.

This trench does not appear to have contactedm<
very df!ep and may have I:Jeen partfilledback in. 1
affectec:l. roots of a TPO tree.

EB 19

The root looks appro)<, 30-:JSrnm diam~Jtlm The eli
the trench dug by the mini-c:ligger in JoB 12, Thero.i
cleanly or with a sharp tool.

-

SF.S

2

.

··- -

City Design Group

Growth and Regeneration

By Post:
City Design Group (City Hall)
PO Box 3176
Bristol City Council

853 9FS

August 2019- Stoke Lodge
Paying Field

The planning authority needs to decide by the end of this week if it is going to set up a formal case and progress
prosecution.
We have advised BTF that we will let them know by next Monday.
The Mayors response to BTF is attached.
Thank-you for copying us into your enquiries to establish if BCC actually commissioned the work in question.
like us to conclude on two things :•
•

Can the tree team please review the two Witness Statements- accepting that they are an accurate account
-what is the likely damage to the protected tree?
Finalise a position- did BCC instruct the contractor or did Cotham School?

I attach the letter which was sent and acknowledged by the school.
In short at the moment we have no live case and do not propose any action until we have the answers to the two
points above.

3

From:

Sent:
To:

Subject:
Attachments:

1
cabling 29th and 30th August 2019 - Stoke Lodge
Paying Field
Digging of a trench for electric cabling 29th and 30th August 2019 - Stoke Lodge
Paying Field

Further to my e-mail on 12.9.19.
I have now had sight of the Mayors formal response to your questions dated 19.9.19 and have a copy of that on file.
The planning authority is still considering the submissions you made and evidence it holds and is following further
lines of enquiry and information gathering before deciding whether to set up a panning enforcement case.
This work will take a further week and we will give you our decision on whether we are setting up a case and taking
any action by Monday 30.9.19.

Team
Development ManagementGrowth and Regeneration
Bristol City Council
City Hall
College Green, Bristol BS1 STR

Web: www.bristol.gov.uk
Confidentiality:
This e-mail is confidential and is intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. Any
views or opinions presented are solely those of the author and are not binding on the Local Planning Authority. If
you are not the intended recipient and you have received this e-mail in error you must take no action based on
it. Please delete/destroy and inform the sender immediately
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From:

Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

I

I

Paying Field
Statement
Selection. pdf

Attachments:

Dear Sir,
Thank-you for contacting us.
We are aware that you have raised formal questions to the Mayor on this matter, as such the planning authority will
need to review what you have asked and what the Council has said in reply.
We will also consider this further information and advise by the end of next week if the planning authority is to set
up planning enforcement case and consider the matter further.

ng
ment Team
Development ManagementGrowth and Regeneration
Bristol City Council
City Hall
College Green, Bristol BSl STR

Web: www.bristol.gov.uk
Confidentiality:
This e-mail is confidential and is intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. Any
views or opinions presented are solely those of the author and are not binding on the Local Planning Authority. If
you are not the intended recipient and you have received this e-mail in error you must take no action based on
it. Please delete/destroy and inform the sender immediately.

Digging of a trench for electric cabling 29th and 30th August 2019- Stoke Lodge Paying Field

1

On the ~is of this evidence, .i~ is
respect of the actual works
to form trenches and to install the cab'!ing
provided with adequate
instructions as to how to carryout [sic] out
trees
d, they were dealt with
using similar methods to the ones employed when the fence posts were installed." is unsustainable.
If you are unwilling to change your department's position, please set out your reasons why and provide us with the
evidence you rely on to support this
Best Regards

facebook.com/BristolTreeForum
®BristolTreeFora

\
z

The facts

on the Bristol Tree Forum

At about 11 :45 on Thursday 29th August 2019, in response to email
I went
to the West Dene entrance to the Stoke Lodge Playing Field which is by the derelict
pavilion. I could see an open trench had been cut from the tower on the north western
corner of the derelict pavilion towards the fence of 2, Stoke Lodge Cottage, passing
through the roots of a large Ash tree.
I spoke to one of the workmen digging the trench and asked to look at the roots of the TPO
1192 Ash Tree in Group 7 (which is the tree mapped by Bristol City Council as site code:
STOKLOPLF1, plot no: 100176, marked with a tree icon to show its position in the image
below):

I asked the workman if he knew that this tree was protected by a Tree Preservation Order
(a TPO). He said he did not. I saw a power drill lying on its side by the trench, and asked
him if it had been used to dig the trench. He said it had, but told me that they had stopped
using the power tool because the owner of Stoke Cottage had complained that they were
digging through the roots of.Oak tree nearby. They had resorted to hand digging past
this Oak instead.
The presence of the power drill caused me to conclude that the workmen had used it to dig
the trench from the tower past the pedestrian gate leading onto the playing fields and then

1

turning along the fence between Stoke Cottage and the Field, thus passing through the root
zone of the TPO Ash.
The workman called his foreman,-who offered to let me into the fenced-off area of
the playing field, which I did via the gate by the Overflow Car Park at the Adult Learning
Centre. I then returned with- to the area by the derelict pavilion tower. From that
position I could see that that many of the small roots of the TPO Ash had been cut through.
I also saw two larger roots had been severed. I measured these at 2.5 em in diameter.
I asked-if.knew that this tree had a TPO.aid.did not.-told me that.
had not been told that the Council owned the trees nor that they were pro ected by a TPO.
I also took photographs of the trench and the severed tree roots. These are exhibited below.

2

3

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true.
Signed:

Dated:

4

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

4

5

11 1h September 2019
The facts of this statement are made

At 0916 on the 291hAugust 20191 was walking at Stoke Lodge Playing Fields w i t h As
approached the Pavilion,
heard the noise of machinery and went to

A contractor from RBS Civils Ltd was operating a mini-digger. The digger was facing the tower
and at the position marked with a blue cross on the below diagram.

There was a single contractor/ workman operating the mini digger in the cab. Whilst other
contractors were on site, a single contractor was completing works and operating the digger
with no other workmen/contractors/ consultants or staff visable on this (the marked) side of the
Pavilion. I watched as the mini-digger was used to start to dig a trench close to the tower..
- a n d I walked away and stood behind the wall
Before I did so I took three photographs, one which is provided in
annex A: I would be happy to meet with Planning Enforcement Staff to show both the time and
date stamps of these. Please note: as the photos were taken on an iPhone there is also a 3
second moving image available for these photos so that you can see the mini-digger was
digging in the root zone of this protected tree- not stationary.
I waited for a few minutes watching the digger trenching a relatively deep trench. At no time
did
inspect the trench or supervise the works. I went off to find someone
was keen to talk to the
driver about the methods he was using to dig in
particular was worried about this.
By the time I returned (circa 0950) to the site the trench had been dug all the way to the fence
by Stoke Lodge Cottage and down towards the field (as indicated by the red line on the diagram
below). There were no spades or hand digging tools in sight, the digger was still digging. The
contractor was using the mini-digger to dig the trench next to the trunk of the Oak indicated as

T3.

at the digger drivers to stop as
they were digging at the roots of the T3 Oak Tree
trying to explain that
-had been advised that only hand digging could be used within three metres of the T3 Oak
Tree as stipulated by BCC in a recent planning application a~roperty. Eventually the
contractors stopped and advised they would call their foreman and arrange to hand dig the
rest of the trench. I have a video started at 0957 where I ask the contractors if they have an
arboricultural method statement and they stated they didn't hold one and didn't need one as
they were doing the work for BCC. This is on video and available for inspection. The
contractors also advised they didn't have to worry unless they came across really big roots
and then they would just dig around them. They advised they did not know that the Ash tree
had aTPO.
very concerned about the work completed next to (and under).ree and
M;;-nrnmmi.,rl
the field. I look photographs of
several roots of the TPO Ash Tree that had been torn by the mini digger in the trench- I have
three separate photos of roots that are significantly wider than my thumb that were torn/broken.
At 10.09 am I went over to the contractor who was in his van to explain that I had taken
evidence of the roots and he advised he was just doing "what he had been told". Again, I have
a video of this.
At 10.14 the contractors returned to the mini digger and started to move it away from T3 back
towards the Pavilion. They attempted to scrape soil over some of the larger roots that had been
cut. ~sked them to lift the branches of the Oak as they moved the digger to the
field as they had not done so and damaged the branch when they brought the digger to the
site. Again, I have video of this.
I returned to the site at 13.48 to find the trench filled in. I understand Planning Enforcement
visited the site after the trench was filled in.
Having complained to BCC Planning Enforcement and provided some photos of this incident I
received a response to advise "In respect of the actual works to form trenches and to install
the cabling we are satisfied that the contactors were provided with adequate instructions as to
how to carryout out work if roots of protected trees were identified, they were dealt with using
similar
methods to the ones employed when the fence posts were installed. As such the planning
authority has determined that it need give no further consideration to this matter."
This is simply not true:
• No method statement was agreed; the contractors were not instructed abouU or not aware
of any instructions regarding methods
• There was no consultant on site when digging in the root zone of a protected tree, in fact

T

- - - - - - -------------

no one was supervising the works at all
• The contractors confirmed that they did not know that the Ash Tree was protected
• A mini digger was used to dig the entire trench under the protected Ash
Tree
• Roots were torn by the bucket of the mini digger not cut- some over 2.5CM.
Please advise if you would like me to visit the BCC Offices to show the videos and time and
date stamped photos. In addition, there are a number of other photos taken by other passersby who would also be pleased to help provide these.
Copies of the photographs referred to in this statement and taken by me are annexed to and
form part of this statement. I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true.

From:

Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

bling 29th and 30th August 2019 - Stoke Lodge
Paying Field
Digging of a trench for electric cabling 29th and 30th August 2019 - Stoke Lodge
Paying Field

Dear
Further to my e-mail on 12.9.19.
I have now had sight of the Mayors formal response to your questions dated 19.9.19 and have a copy of that on file.
The planning authority is still considering the submissions you made and evidence it holds and is following further
lines of enquiry and information gathering before deciding whether to set up a panning enforcement case.
This work will take a further week and we will give you our decision on whether we are setting up a case and taking
any action by Monday 30.9.19.

nforcermer1tTeam
Development ManagementGrowth and Regeneration
Bristol City Council
City Hall
College Green, Bristol BS1 STR

Web: www.bristol.gov.uk
Confidentiality:
This e-mail is confidentia I and is intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. Any
views or opinions presented are solely those ofthe author and are not binding on the Local Planning Authority. If
you are not the intended recipient and you have received this e-mail in error you must take no action based on
it. Please delete/destroy and inform the sender immediately
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~16:00

From:

Sent:

Planning Enforcement
BCC Planning Authority letter to Cotham School on potential damage to TPO trees
at Stoke Lodge BCC lettertoCSll. 9treewo rks.pdf

To:

Subject:
Attachments:

: BCC Planning Authority letter to Cotham School on potential damage to TPO trees at Stoke Lodge -

De~
Thank you for your email and the letter. I have read and fully understand the contents of the letter.
Kind regards

On Wed, 11 Sep 2019 at 11
De a

a letter and would be grateful if you could confirm receipt.

Regards

"''"nn111n Authority Note to Cotham School on potential damage to TPO trees at Stoke Lodge -Trench

works to install caballing.

Thank-you for these clarifications.
1

Regards

Planning Enforcement Team
Development ManagementGrowth and Regeneration
Bristol City Council
City Hall
College Green, Bristol BSl STR

T 0117 922 3000

Web: www.bristol.gov.uk

Confidentiality:
This e-mail is confidential and is intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. Any
views or opinions presented are solely those of the author and are not binding on the Local Planning Authority. If
you are not the intended recipient and you have received this e-mail in error you must take no action based on
it. Please delete/destroy and inform the sender immediately

Pl"1nni•1n Authority Note to Cotham School on potential damage to TPO trees at Stoke Lodge Trench works to install caballing.
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With regard point one the works were being undertaken by BCC IT Services to supply an internet
connection to the playing field (to include WiFi). As BCC is the landlord and the agent supplying the
service and works I would imagine they wonld have contacted the relevant department(s) internally.

I do not have any better photographs than the ones you have taken, the contractors assured me that only
tln·ead roots had been encountered in the areas completed prior to my visit and they were happy to show
you this when you anived on site.

I take on board other matters and have contacted and met with 'the landlord' today.

Regards

Council services: http://www.bristol.gov.uk/service
Latest council news: http://www.bristol.gov.uk/ournews
Consultations: http://www.bristol.gov.uk/consult

PARKING . May we remind visitors there is no on site parking at the school. Parking is availa!Jie offsite in accordance
with the Cotham Residents Parking Scheme.
https://www. bristol. gov. uk/parkinq!cotham
The contents of all e-mail and any attachments are strictly private and confidential and may contain information which
is subject to legal privilege. Such e-mail may not be used or disclosed under any circumstances by anyone who is not
a named recipient. Please return the e-mail if you are not the intended or named recipient. Unauthorised use of the
email or its contents is prohibited and may be unlawful. Incoming and outgoing e-mail is subject to continuous and ad
hoc filtering, scrutiny and reporting. The school accepts no liability whatsoever for any damage, loss or expense
arising from this e-mail and/or from the accessing of any files attached to this email. This e-mail may not necessarily
reflect the views or intentions of Cotham School or its governing IJody, which therefore does not accept any liability
whatsoever for any claims, loss or damages of whatsoever nature, arising directly or indirectly, as a result of the
reliance on such information by anyone. Unless the intention to contract has been expressly manifested in this
message by a duly authorised representative of the school, this message shall not be construed as a solicitation to
contract nor an offer or acceptance of any contractual obligations. The addressee's address will not be disclosed to
others for commercial intent. Please notify the school should you not wish to receive e-mail from the school.

Cotham School: a company limited by guarantee
Registered in England: Company Number: 07732888
Registered Office: Cotham School, Cotham Lawn Road, Cotham, Bristol, BS6 6DT
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reply to
telephone
E~mail

our ref
your ref
date

11 September 2019

DearGotham School undertaking work at Stoke Lodge that has the potential to affect trees.
Further to our last e-mails on 30 August 2019, which were concerned with the potential for the
trenching works to have damaged the roots of protected trees. As you are aware we considered
this matter with a view to determining whether or not to set up a formal planning enforcement
case, which involved a site inspection. Unfortunately the trenching near the TPO'd tree had
been backfilled by the time we inspected the site.
As such we should point out that it wasn't clear if significant roots of the TPO'd tree were
severed during the trenching works. We determined not to formally set up a case.
Whilst as you indicate the contractor may have used the same principles to form the trench (as
used during the installation of fence posts) - no root severing over 25mm - trenching can be
highly damaging to tree routes if done incorrectly.
As there are a number of trees on the land that are covered by a TPO I need to remind you that
it a criminal offence to cut down, top, lop, uproot, wilfully damage or wilfully destroy a tree
protected by an order, or to cause or permit such actions, without the authority's permission.
Anyone found guilty of such an offence is liable. In serious cases the case may be dealt with in
the Crown Court where an unlimited fine can be imposed.
In light of this it is imperative that you follow proper procedures and we remind you that you
need arboricultural advice on all construction/ development activity on the land close to
protected trees.
As the Council own the land and trees and as previously advised we recommend that you
establish correct means of communication with the Council as landlord, which can help to
ensure that tree applications are made when required. This letter has been copied to the
departments indicated below.
Yours sincerely,

Head of Development Management
Placeshaping Team Manager
Education Asset Management Planning and Capital Strategy Manager
Horticultural Service Manager
Development Management
City Hall, Bristol City Council,
PO Box 3176, Bristol BS3 9FS

Website
www.bristol.qov.uk
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From:

Sent:

To:
Cc:
Subject:

Full Council Public Questions PQOS and 06
Dear--Bristol Tree Forum
Here is the written answers to the questions you submitted to Full Council earlier this month regarding tree preservation
orders and Stoke Lodge playing fields.
As stated previously this relates to a planning matter. While I have responsibility for planning policy, decisions made on
individual planning applications are undertaken by the 'non-executive' part of the Council via the Development Control
Committee. This is a quasi-judicial process over which I have no influence or executive power.
A site visit was undertaken by a planning enforcement officer and based on an assessment of the work, the site inspection
and photographic evidence provided by the community, it was determined that:
•
It was unlikely that there had been a breach of planning control that required further consideration;
•
The works are not expected to have compromised the health or longevity of the tree.
It was concluded that no further action was required.
Thanks again for taking the time to submit your questions on behalf of the forum.
Kind regards

Marvin Rees
Mayor of Bristol

Twitter

I lnstagram I Blog

My Privacy Notice
Mayor's Office
Bristol City Council
City Hall, College Green
Bristol BSl STR
Postal Address: Mayor's Office, Bristol City Council, PO Box 3399, Bristol BS19NE'
c c . _ Democratic Services for information only
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

I

BCC Planning enforcement case - damage to roots of Ash TS - on 29 Aug 2019 19/30381/TPO

PET- Update with school

To:
Cc:
Subject: BCC Planning enforcement case - damage to roots of Ash TS - on 29 Aug 2019

Dea~thanks for coming back to me- No- the planning authority cannot share any details from its planning
enforcement file with transgressors. If you are willing to accept the offer of a practical solution to the threat to the
tree that has resulted from the transgression please ask your Tree Consultant to contact me- so that I can put them
in touch with one of our tree officers and they can agree details.
In short- your tree guy can agree a programme of work with our tree guy that will need to be formally
submitted and agreed in writing and then do what it says under his supervision -then we close the case.
This e-mail can be shared with your Tree Consultant-

nforce1me11tTeam
Development ManagementGrowth and Regeneration
Bristol City Council
City Hall
College Green, Bristol BS1 STR

Web: www.bristol.gov.uk
Confidentiality:
This e-mail is confidential and is intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. Any
views or opinions presented are solely those of the author and are not binding on the Local Planning Authority. If
you are not the intended recipient and you have received this e-mail in error you must take no action based on
it. Please delete/destroy and inform the sender immediately
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From:

Sent:
To:

Subject:

- damage to roots of Ash T8 - on 29 Aug 2019 19/30381/TPO

Cc:
I
Subject: Re: BCC Planning enforcement case- damage to roots of Ash T8- on 29 Aug 2019

DearThank you for your email, I have spoken to our arboriculture specialist and they will further advise.
Please can you send a copy of the witness statement(s) and any other evidence you have been provided in
order for us to be able to fully investigate the matter?
Kind regards

OnMon, 30 Sep2019 at 15:

Planning Enforcement Reference: 19/30381/TPO
Address: Stoke Lodge Sports Ground Shirehampton Road Sea Mills Bristol
Alleged breach of planning control: Damage to roots of Ash Tree (T8).

I write to advise that after we wrote to you on 11.9.19 setting out that as it wasn't clear if significant roots
of the TPO'd tree were severed/damaged during the trenching works we had determined not to formally set
up a case, fmiher submissions have been made by the public.

The submissions have included the provision of Witness Statements which point to direct damage having
been caused to certain roots as part of the trenching works that took place on Thursday 29 August 2019.

On the basis that the LP A is willing and able to accept that such evidence is reliable our tree team were
asked to review and comment.
1

The up thrust is that we have set this case up to formally consider action in response to the damage to the
roots of the protected tree.
Part of our investigation has been to understand the commissioning of this work and we have had a detailed
explanation from our ICT services and Trading with Schools Teams

Rather than take prosecution action our Tree Team have suggested a form of mitigation.

They advise this department that based on the evidence that has been submitted that it is clear
that trenching has occurred within the RP A of a tree covered by a TPO (T8). This will have caused
compaction and root severance; although this may not immediately kill the tree it may weaken it and lead
to its early demise. For us to understand the extent of this damage we should instruct the school to
commission an arboricultural consultant to suggest methods of establishing the actual damage to the
subject ash and recommending remediation works, such as soil decompaction, Mycorrhizae injections,
root pruning etc.

Conclusion - The planning authority is prepared not to consider prosecution proceedings if a scheme of
investigation and mitigation is volunteered by the school and delivered to an agreed timetable.

Please confirm receipt of this e-mail and indicate if the school is willing to agree this.

In practical te1ms, you would need to instruct an arboriculture consultant to do the investigation and make
the recommendations. Such recommended work would then be scrutinised by one of our tree officers.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Planning Enforcement Team
Development Management Growth and Regeneration
Bristol City Council
City Hall
2

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

~nt case - damage to roots of Ash T8 - on 29 Aug 2019LPA position

Dear
Planning Enforcement Reference: 19/30381/TPO
Address: Stoke Lodge Sports Ground Shirehampton Road Sea Mills Bristol
Alleged breach of planning control: Damage to roots of Ash Tree (T8).

Thank-you for replying on 3.10.2019 to our e-mail dated 30.9.2019.
We note that you have advised that;

" Our arboricultural consultant ~f Bosky Trees) thinks that that the investigation and the remediation
works can be carried out simultaneously. Therefore, we propose to employ Bosky Trees carry out on air spade
investigation and soil remediation works in the area where trenching works were carried out near the tree in a single
day, and this will include the following:
• Supply of an air spade, compressor and an experienced operative.
• An excavation of the recently trenched area with the air spade to reveal if any root damage has occurred.
We will record this investigation by taking photographs of the hole after the air-spade has excavated the
hole.
• If any damaged roots are uncovered these will be pruned back cleanly using secateurs or a pruning saw.
• Supply of 12kg bag of nutrient enriched biochar.
• Use of air spade to decompact the soil in the area where trenching works were carried out near the tree. The
air spade will incorporate the biochar into the soil profile during the decompaction works.
The ameliorated soil will create a soil environment that will stimulate new root growth and this should result in
improved vitality of the adjacent trees. If this methodology is agreed we would intend to carry out these works
before the end of October."
I can advise on behalf of the LPA that we accept this method of addressing the matter.

If you can give us the date when Bosky Trees will undertake this work -I can arrange to be present at the site when
they start in the morning and again at the end of the day when they finish to take photographs for our records.
Once Bosky Trees have completed the work we would require them to submit a short Summary Report of what they
done.
We hope this can now be actio ned.

Growth and Regeneration
Bristol City Council
City Hall
College Green, Bristol BS1 STR
1

From:

Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

white hut Stoke Lodge-

Dear
I have received the email and am in the process of dealing with the issue

On Mon, 30 Sep 2019 at 14:41
D e a r - - can you please confirm receipt of this e-mail and that it is being actioned. Thanks and Regards-

From: Planning Enforcement

Sent: 25

2019 16:33
white hut Stoke Lodge-

Further to the recent planning enforcement case which was closed following receipt of your letter.

It has been pointed out to the planning authority that a camera on the while hut is less than 2.Sm above ground
level.

We would ask that this moved to be higher than 2.5m so as to avoid the need for it to require planning permission.

Please confirm and provide photographic evidence once this is done.

1

Thanks and Regards

Planning Enforcement Team
Development ManagementGrowth and Regeneration
Bristol City Council
City Hall
College Green, Bristol BSl STR

Web: www.bristol.gov.uk

Confidentiality:
This e-mail is confidential and is intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. Any
views or opinions presented are solely those of the author and are not binding on the Local Planning Authority. If
you are not the intended recipient and you have received this e-mail in error you must take no action based on
it. Please delete/destroy and inform the sender immediately

Councilservices: http://www.bristol.gov.uk/service
Latest council news: http://www.bristol.gov.uk/oumews
Consultations: http://www. bristo l.gov. uk/consult
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From:

Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

TS - 19/30381/TPO outcome - case to be closed.

Noted and thanks, . .

-

Best Regards

1,..

•

•'

r

;

®BristolTreeFora

On Tue, 8 Oct 2019 at 09:
Dear

City council officials will oversee the work and the Report we expect will explain what has been done.

We do not envisage communicating with BTF further on this matter.

Regards

Planning Enforcement Team
Development ManagementGrowth and Regeneration
Bristol City Council
City Hall
College Green, Bristol BSl STR
1

Web: www.bristol.gov.uk

Confidentiality:
This e-mail is confidential and is intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. Any
views or opinions presented are solely those of the author and are not binding on the Local Planning Authority. If
you are not the intended recipient and you have received this e-mail in error you must take no action based on
it. Please delete/destroy and inform the sender immediately.

closed.

Many thanks for your email,

Can you please define what you mean by 'a satisfactory report'?

Is the school prepared to allow a representative of Bristol Tree Forum to be present when this
inspection takes place?
Best Regards

facebook.com/BristolTreeForum
®BristolTreeFora
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

De

Planning Enforcement; Councillor Peter Abraham; Councillor John Goulandris
BCC Planning enforcement case Stoke Lodge - damage to roots of Ash T8 19/30381/TPO - outcome - case to be closed.

a~

Planning Enforcement Reference: 19/30381/TPO
Address: Stoke Lodge Sports Ground Shirehampton Road Sea Mills Bristol
Alleged breach of planning control: Damage to roots of Ash Tree (T8).
We refer to the above case registered when the planning authority received submissions from the Bristol Tree
Forum that resulted in it concluding that there would have been damage to roots of protected trees during works
undertaken on 29 August 2019.
We can advise that the school has agreed some remediation works and to submit an outcome report, which has
been consider and agreed as an acceptable process by council tree officers.
We expect this to happen later this month after which we will close this file.

Development ManagementGrowth and Regeneration
Bristol City Council
City Hall
College Green, Bristol BS1 STR

Confidentiality:
This e-mail is confidential and is intended solely for the use ofthe individual or entity to whom it is addressed. Any
views or opinions presented are solely those of the author and are not binding on the Local Planning Authority. If
you are not the intended recipient and you have received this e-mail in error you must take no action based on
it. Please delete/destroy and inform the sender immediately.
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From:
Sent:

To:
Subject:

enl'orc:ement case - damage to roots of Ash T8 - 19/30381/TPO outcome - case to be closed.

De a
Planning Enforcement Reference: 19/30381/TPO
Address: Stoke Lodge Sports Ground Shirehampton Road Sea Mills Bristol
Alleged breach of planning control: Damage to roots of Ash Tree (T8).

We refer to the above case registered when the planning authority accepted that there would have been damage to
roots of protected trees following our review of the evidence (Witness Statements) that you provided.
We can advise that the school has agreed the following to take place this month.

"we will employ a tree consultant to carry out an air spade investigation and soil remediation works in the area
where trenching works were carried out near the tree and this will include the following:
• Supply of an air spade, compressor and an experienced operative.
• An excavation of the recently trenched area with the air spade to reveal if any root damage has occurred.
We will record this investigation by taking photographs of the hole after the air-spade has excavated the
hole.
• if any damaged roots are uncovered these will be pruned back cleanly using secateurs or a pruning saw.
• Supply of 12kg bag of nutrient enriched biochar.
• Use of air spade to decompact the soil in the area where trenching works were carried out near the tree. The
air spade will incorporate the biochar into the soil profile during the decompaction works.
The ameliorated soil will create a soil environment that will stimulate new root growth and this should result in
improved vitality of the adjacent trees. Once this work is done as requested we will submit a summary report to the
planning authority."
We can advise that as soon as we are in receipt of a satisfactory report our file on this matter will be closed.

Growth and Regeneration
Bristol City Council
City Hall
College Green, Bristol BS1 STR

Web: www.bristol.gov.uk
Confidentiality:
This e-mail is confidential and is intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. Any
views or opinions presented are solely those of the author and are not binding on the Local Planning Authority. If
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From:

Sent:
To:
Subject:

BCC Planning enforcement case - damage to roots of Ash T8 - on 29 Aug 2019LPA position

Thank~you can t e l l - 1 will be on site at 10.30 on 16.10.2019- any changes please let me know.

From:

Sent: 08 October 2019 09:02
To: Planning Enforcement
Subject: Re: BCC Planning enforcement case -damage to roots of Ash T8 - on 29 Aug 2019- LPA position

Hi
I have confirmation from Bosky that the work will be carried out on 16th October starting at 10:30am and
finishing at 2:00pm

1

From:

Sent:

21

To:

Development Management
pi idox 19/30381/TPO

Subject:
PET follow up to BTF

-Stoke Lodge- 19/30381/TPO Arboricultural File Note
Dear madam, thank-you for this commentary which is noted and now on file.
rds

Development ManagementGrowth and Regeneration
Bristol City Council
City Hall
College Green, Bristol BSl STR

Web: www.bristol.gov.uk
Confidentiality:
This e-mail is confidential and is intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is
addressed. Any views or opinions presented are solely those of the author and are not binding on the
Local Planning Authority. If you are not the intended recipient and you have received this e-mail in error
you must take no action based on it. Please delete/destroy and inform the sender immediately

Dear~
Firstl~k Planning Enforcement for making sure that remedial work to
the root area of a TPO Ash Tree on Stoke Lodge Playing Field affected by the digging
of a trench through the roots with a mechanical digger has been carried out.
Thank you for sharing the report written by the Tree Consultant who carried out the
work.
I sincerely hope that the tree will survive the experience of having had a mechanical
digger sever some of its roots, and that the remedial work will prove beneficial. It is
something we cannot test- only time will tell.

I note from the File Note that the tree surgeons found only roots between 6 mm and 12
mm when they re-excavated the trench with an air spade.
Today Justice4Cotham has been tweeting that the report from the Arboriculturist
demonstrates that no roots larger than 12 mm were cut and that the remedial works
were unnecessary. They have suggested that the photographs submitted as evidence
were from elsewhere. This is a very unfortunate attitude to have adopted.
I should just like to state again that at the time of the digging of the trench on 29th
August 2019 roots larger than 6-12 mm were seen to have been severed. I attach now a
photograph I took on the 29th August of a root at 25 mm I found by the side of the
trench. The photograph shows the root in comparison with a 25 mm dowel rod. I
understand that WeloveStokelodge also sent to you on 29th or 3oth August a
photograph/some photographs of roots at, or larger than, 25mm. These photographs
are also timed and dated -a happy circumstance of digital photography.
I am concerned that the Arboricultural File Note of the 16th October will support a view
that no root larger than 12 mm was ever cut and will thus foster an attitude that it is
acceptable to dig within the root protection area of a significant important tree without
proper care and without adopting both permitted and supervised methods. I am not
calling the report into question by doubting the findings on the 16th October, but I am
saying that roots larger than 12 mm were severed by the digger on 29th August.
None of this need to have happened had the contractor received proper instructions
either from Bristol City Council or Cotham School before the works commenced.
The Bristol residents who love Stoke Lodge (and they are not just residents of Stoke Bishop)
hope most fervently that Bristol City Council Planning and Arboricultural teams now understand
well what they can and cannot expect of Cotham School when it comes to working amongst the
roots of TPO trees, and that they have taken steps to prevent future incidents.
with regards

From:
Sent:

To:
Subject:

Complaint Ref: 19/30381/TPO
Address: Stoke Lodge Sports Ground Shire hampton Road Sea Mills Bristol
Alleged breach of planning control: Damage to roots of Ash Tree (TS).

We write in respect of the above registered on 30.9.19.
Works were undertaken on 16.10.19 and we have received a report of that which has been considered by council
tree officers and found to be acceptable.
As such we have closed the file on this matter.

lP\/PirmnnP•>t ManagementGrowth and Regeneration
Bristol City Council
City Hall
College Green, Bristol BS1 STR

Web: www.bristol.gov.uk
Confidentiality:
This e-mail is confidential and is intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. Any
views or opinions presented are solely those of the author and are not binding on the Local Planning Authority. If
you are not the intended recipient and you have received this e-mail in error you must take no action based on
it. Please delete/destroy and inform the sender immediately
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From:

Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

a-

Arboricultural File Note - Stoke Lodge -16.10.19.pdf

De

Complaint Ref: 19/30381/TPO
Address: Stoke Lodge Sports Ground Shirehampton Road Sea Mills Bristol
Alleged breach of planning control: Damage to roots of Ash Tree (T8).
Further to the submission by Bosky, thanks.
We have closed our file on this matter and advised the complainants.

Development ManagementGrowth and Regeneration
Bristol City Council
City Hall
College Green, Bristol BSl STR

Web: www.bristol.gov.uk
Confidentiality:
This e-mail is confidential and is intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom it is addressed. Any
views or opinions presented are solely those of the author and are not binding on the Local Planning Authority. If
you are not the intended recipient and you have received this e-mail in error you must take no action based on
it. Please delete/destroy and inform the sender immediately

investigation and amelioration
Hi
Please find a file note attached that details the investigation that we carried out yesterday and the soil amelioration
works that we carried out. Please contact me if you have any questions.
Yours sincerely,

Chartered Arboriculturist
1
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Stoke lodge, Stoke Bishop
Arboricultural File Note -16.10.19

s

Stoke lodge
Arboricultural File Note
For air spade works on 16'h October 2019

1.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

T8 is a healthy mature ash tree located close to the pavilion at Stoke Lodge on Shirehampton Road in
Stoke Bishop, Bristol. It is protected as part of a group tree preservation order (TPO). A trench was
recently dug within the root protection area of this tree, and a length of ducting installed at the base
of the trench. Concerns have subsequently been raised by local residents that significant roots may
have been damaged during the excavation of the trench and so the purpose of this site visit was to
use an air spade to re-excavate the trench to assess the extent of root damage and prune any
damaged roots. A further aim was also to use the air spade to ameliorate the soil in the vicinity of the
trench.

2.

SITE VISIT OBSERVATIONS
Bosky Trees visited the site on 161h October 2019 and met w i t h and - f r o m Bristol City Council.
Figure 1: The duct at the bottom of the trench that was reexcavated.

We began by using the air spade to excavate all of the
loose soil from the recently dug trench. As expected, the
service pipe was located at the bottom of the trench at
approximately 400mm deep, which can be seen in
Figure 1.
Numerous small feeder roots (<Smm in diameter) were
uncovered. Six larger roots with that ranged in diameter
between 6mm and 12mm were identified and recorded.
The largest root found that had been damaged by the
trenching works was 12mm in diameter. All six of these
exposed roots were cut with a sharp pair of secateurs
and the trench was then backfilled. The locations of
these six roots are indicated on the accompanying air
spade excavation plan (ASE-1).

www. boskytrees .co. uk

Page 1

Stoke Lodge, Stoke Bishop
Arboricultural File Note -16.10.19

B(6KY

f.:(

ES

During the original trenching works there is a chance the ground may have become compacted and
so the air spade was used to aerate the soil to the north-east of the trench (as identified on ASE-1).
Afterwards, a 12kg bag of 'Carbon Gold Organic Biochar Tree Soil Improver' was spread evenly over
the area and then worked into the soil using the air spade as shown in Figure 2.

Figure 2: Enriched biochar was incorporated into the area that was decompacted.

3

CONCLUSIONS

There are other trees in the vicinity, but it is likely that most of the roots uncovered belong to the
large ash tree nearby (T8).
Generally roots of the size encountered are feeder roots, and for a tree of this size it is extremely
unlikely that the severance of a small number of feeder roots would adversely impact its overall
health. It is our opinion that the trenching works will not have a significant adverse impact on the
health or longevity of the ash tree (T8).
The soil decompaction and addition of the biochar will have improved the rooting environment in the
ameliorated area and we expect that new roots will soon grow into this area.
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SUMMARY
1. The trench was re-excavated using an air spade and in accordance with the agreed
arboricultural method statement.

2. Six roots with diameters between 6mm and 12mm were identified and recorded, these
were cut cleanly with sharp secateurs.
3. Given the number of roots encountered, and their sizes, we expect that the ash tree (TS)
will tolerate the impacts of the trenching works without any ill effects.
4. Once the trench had been investigated the area to the north-east of the trench was
thoroughly aerated and a 12kg bag of enriched biochar was incorporated into the soil. It is
likely that this soil amelioration will improve rooting conditions for the tree and stimulate
new root growth.
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