
 
 
 
 
September 24, 2009 
 
 
Dear [redacted] VLA 
 
Results of phosphorus test on dead swan found on Rattlechain lagoon 
 
As you know, Rhodia has long been aware of the concern for the health of wild birds 
living on Rattlechain lagoon.  Although the vast majority of the birds seem to thrive 
when from time to time a dead bird (usually a swan) has been found dead on the 
lagoon we have systemically sent the remains for an independent post mortem.  
These investigations have not previously shown any link with the waste deposited in 
the lagoon, which mainly consists of calcium phosphate slurry. 
 
The autopsy on the most recent dead swan proved once again to be inconclusive. 
However, given our long-standing discussions with the local community and once 
Rhodia became aware of the availability of a specific test for white phosphorus in 
wildfowl, we commissioned a specialist independent laboratory to undertake such a 
test on this swan’s remains.   The aim of the test was to establish the level of 
phosphorus residues present in the bird – and whether it could be concluded that this 
was a possible cause of death in this instance.  Phosphorus waste is also present in 
the lagoon, although in far less quantity (an estimated 0.01% of the total waste). 
 
The enclosed report provides the full details of the test results which confirm the 
presence of phosphorus in the swan.  Although this result does not prove that the 
swan died of phosphorus poisoning (as the amount detected is very small), Rhodia, 
as a responsible company, has decided to take a number of actions to reduce as far 
as possible any possible direct impact on the health of wild birds living at the lagoon.   
  
 
Actions taken 

• We accelerated the work underway with a leading environmental consultancy 
which has been examining a number of options to deter birds from the lagoon 
and prevent them from ingesting any waste near the surface - while taking 
into account the wishes of local residents in terms of visual impact.  

 
• We have short listed two potential solutions:  

1. The first is a heavy duty geotextile membrane laid on top of the waste but 
underneath the surface of the water.  This would act as a solid barrier 
between any birds landing on the water and the waste in the lagoon to break 
any potential direct link between the two. 
 
2. The second possible solution would be to cover the lagoon with “bird balls” 
– these are hollow plastic balls which would automatically arrange themselves 
into a close packed formation to completely cover the surface of the lagoon. 
In this way, the water would be camouflaged preventing birds from seeing the 
lagoon and therefore landing on it. 
 

 
 



• In preparation for the installation of either the membrane or the bird balls, an 
in-depth underwater survey of the lagoon has been undertaken to map the 
precise location of the waste and its characteristics (depth, density, etc.). 
Local residents may well have seen the work taking place in recent weeks 
together with the technical equipment (mobile crane, etc.) involved in such a 
complex operation. This work was completed on September 11. 
 

Next steps 
With the information that we now have following the survey of the lagoon, we wish of 
course to progress a final decision on the best option to be taken.  This requires 
consultation with the Environment Agency (EA), our regulatory authority, which 
remains supportive of Rhodia’s management of Rattlechain, as well as experts from 
within the company. We hope such a decision will be taken at the earliest possible 
date to allow implementation of the chosen solution in 2010.  
 
Rhodia takes its environmental responsibilities extremely seriously, as shown by the 
attention we have shown to this issue and the investments we have made - and will 
continue to make - in ensuring the safe operation and environmental integrity of the 
Rattlechain.  We have always been open with local stakeholders and commit to 
continuing cooperation and dialogue with you all. 
 
If you have any questions about the works underway or the technical details of the 
enclosed report, or indeed any other issues please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Dr Tom Dutton 
HSE Director, Rhodia UK Ltd 
 
Tel: 0121 541 3343 
 
Email: tom.duxxxx@xx.xxxxxx.xxx 
 
 


