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Dear Mr Carroll 
 
Request for Information: Removing items from Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) 
 
Thank you for your enquiry dated 24 October 2010. This was passed to Defence Estates (DE), the 
Ministry of Defence (MOD) organisation responsible for managing the defence estate and has 
been dealt with under the Freedom of Information (FOI) Act 2000. 
 
You asked whether the MOD has a policy of removing spent munitions from its SSSI wetland 
sites, what happens to these munitions, and who carries out this work. You also asked whether 
the MOD has a policy of removing dead animals and birds from its SSSI sites. 
 
I can confirm that the MOD holds information that falls within the scope of your request. 
 
I have been advised that there is no specific MOD policy for removing spent munitions from SSSI 
wetland sites. However, the MOD has policies that dictate the control and management of 
Ordnance, Munitions and Explosives (OME) in their safe use and disposal across the entire 
defence estate.  Clearance work is undertaken by the Engineers Regiment, with all cleared OME 
being either detonated on the range or safely removed and disposed of through approved 
contracts managed by the DE&S Defence Equipment and Support Team.        
 
There is no MOD policy relating to the removal of dead animals and birds from its SSSI sites. All 
domesticated farm animals on MOD ranges are managed by agricultural tenants or licensees and 
are subject to the EU Animal By-Products Regulation controlling the removal of dead livestock. 
Wild animals that have died on the ranges such as birds and small mammals will be subject to 
natural decomposition processes.     
 
If you are not satisfied with this response or you wish to complain about any aspect of the handling 
of your request, then you should contact me in the first instance. If informal resolution is not 
possible and you are still dissatisfied then you may apply for an independent internal review by 
contacting the Head of Corporate Information, 2nd Floor, MOD Main Building, Whitehall, SW1A 
2HB (e-mail CIO-FOxxxx@xxx.xx). Please note that any request for an internal review must be 
made within 40 working days of the date on which the attempt to reach informal resolution has 
come to an end. 



 

 

 
If you remain dissatisfied following an internal review, you may take your complaint to the 
Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act. 
Please note that the Information Commissioner will not investigate your case until the MOD 
internal review process has been completed. Further details of the role and powers of the 
Information Commissioner can be found on the Commissioner's website, www.ico.gov.uk. 
 
 Yours sincerely 
 
 
DE Sec-Sec PBFOI 
 


