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FAO
Dear

,

Thank you for consulting Sport England on the above planning application. The site is considered to
constitute playing field, or land last used as playing field, as defined in The Town and Country Planning
(Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2015 (Statutory Instrument 2015 No. 595). As
such Sport England is a statutory consultee.
The Hull Road playing fields are marked out for football. As part of the assessment of this application,
Sport England has sought the views of the Football Association (The FA). The FA’s comments have been
summarised as:
•

•

•

The FA objects as there is no assessment that demonstrates an excess of playing fields in the
catchment area. This part of York in particular has an undersupply of community playing fields of a
suitable standard. Furthermore, York has a growing demand for community playing fields from an
increasing number of community multi-team football clubs. The City’s struggle to service this
growing demand is compounded by flood issues. Building on the Hull Road pitches would only
exasperate this situation further and impede the future development of community sport in the City.
The FA also objects as the replacement playing field is not equivalent in terms of accessibility. We
understand that the Hull Road pitches are required to be used for community use. Despite this the
community use and benefit of the pitches has never reached the full potential. Given the
opportunity to do so, the Hull Road pitches could help address some of pressures on the City’s
playing pitch stock.
The Haxby Road site should have a robust community use agreement that helps to alleviate some
of the strategic playing pitch issues in the city. This should be agreed between the City Council,
North Riding County FA and Sport England.

Although Sport England has agreed in principle to the loss of the Hull Road site as part of a local plan
allocation, the comments of the FA above need to be addressed as part of this planning submission.
Although reference is made to the new playing fields at Haxby Road, Sport England is unable to find any
details of what is proposed at Haxby Road within this planning submission. The FA’s comments were also
provided on the basis of the information within this planning submission.
Therefore as part of this planning submission, please could the applicant provide:
-

-

A non-technical assessment of the existing grass pitches at Hull Road which details qualitative issues
such as slope, drainage, match capacity, and ancillary facilities (such as parking and changing) in
order to provide a comparative benchmark for the replacement provision at Haxby Road
Details of the implemented playing field area on the western side of Haxby Road
Details of the proposed ancillary facilities at the Haxby Road site (changing rooms / car parking etc)
Details of the specification of improvements to the existing playing field area to the west of Haxby
Road
Management and maintenance arrangements
1

-

-

The suitability of the new location relative to student and community users
Whether the proposed relocation has the support of student users, sports clubs and National
Governing Bodies
Is the proposed replacement playing field land of equivalent or greater quantity and quality than the
site proposed for development?
Will the quality of the new playing field land meet with Sport England and the relevant national sports
governing body design guidance?
Do the proposals for the replacement playing field land demonstrate how it will be developed e.g. a
method statement for the construction, including soils management during the works (movement and
stockpiling to ensure no loss of soil structure)?
Will the replacement site have at least the same capacity as the existing site to accommodate both
competitive play and training?
Will the replacement site be able to cater for matches of at least the same standard of competition as
those played on the existing site?
Does the application also include the appropriate replacement of all necessary ancillary provision?
Does the proposals for the replacement playing field land demonstrate how it will be maintained to a
level equivalent to, or better than, the existing site?
Will the use of the replacement playing field land be managed to an equivalent or better level in terms
of its availability to the community and benefit to sports development?
Is the proposed replacement playing field land in a suitable location in relation to the existing site and
existing and potential users?
Does the proposed replacement provision have the support of existing users (e.g. sports clubs) and
the relevant sports national governing bodies?
Will the replacement playing field land be available and ready for use prior to the commencement of
development of the existing site?
Will suitable measures be put in place to ensure the delivery of the replacement playing field land and
will this be secured by a planning condition on the permission for the application e.g. Grampian
condition?

It should be noted that the information requested above was set out in an email from Sport England dated
25 March 2014 to the agents (O’Neill Associates).
Sport England’s interim position on this proposal is to submit a holding objection. However we will
happily review our position following the receipt of all the further information requested above.
Should the local planning authority be minded to grant planning permission for the proposal, contrary to
Sport England’s holding objection, then in accordance with The Town and Country Planning (Consultation)
(England) Direction 2009, the application should be referred to the Secretary of State, via the National
Planning Casework Unit.
Yours sincerely,

Planning Manager
T:
M:
F:
E:
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The information contained in this e-mail may be subject to public disclosure under the Freedom of
Information Act 2000. Additionally, this email and any attachment are confidential and intended solely for
the use of the individual to whom they are addressed. If you are not the intended recipient, be advised that
you have received this email and any attachment in error, and that any use, dissemination, forwarding,
printing, or copying, is strictly prohibited.
This email has been scanned for email related threats and delivered safely by Mimecast.
For more information please visit http://www.mimecast.com
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