
 

 

 

  

Aviation House, 125 Kingsway, London WC2B 6NH 
Tel: 020 7276 8799 e-mail: john.caseley@foodstandards.gsi.gov.uk 

 
 
Mr Carroll by e-mail 
 
15 October 2010                                                                          Your Ref: 945 
 
 
 
Dear Mr Carroll 
 
FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST RE: CHaIRS GROUP  
 
Further to my acknowledgement letter to you of 4 October, I can now confirm 
that I am in a position to answer your e-mail of 1 October 2010 asking 
questions and requesting information regarding the work of the Chemical 
Hazard Identification and Risk Surveillance (CHaIRS) group. 
 
In your e-mail you requested a copy of the final minutes of the 7th meeting of 
the CHaIRS group, which was scheduled to take place in September, adding 
that you are particularly interested to know whether the minutes contain 
reference to the Rhodia incident. I can confirm that the September CHaIRS 
group meeting was postponed and that there has not been a meeting of this 
group since February 2010. As previously explained, there was no information 
relating to the Rhodia incident in the February minutes. The next scheduled 
meeting of CHaIRS is scheduled to take place in December. The agenda for 
that meeting has yet to be agreed.  
 
We note that your specific interest is in the ongoing Rhodia incident. I would 
like to clarify that the Food Standards Agency’s role in this incident from the 
outset has been peripheral in that there appear to be no food safety 
implications in this instance. Consequently we have not been provided with 
the information you mention in your e-mail, nor would we expect to be copied 
in.  
 
As previously explained, the Environment Agency is ‘leading’ the Rhodia 
investigation. Consequently, if you have any concerns about the investigation, 
I suggest that these should be addressed to them. The EA’s contact details 
are available at:  
 
 

http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/contactus/default.aspx 
 

http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/contactus/default.aspx


 
I hope my response clarifies matters. However, if you are unsatisfied with the 
way the Agency has handled your request for information, you should write 
within two calendar months of the date of this letter to the Agency’s Openness 
Team, and ask for an internal review. They will arrange for the Complaints 
Coordinator to conduct the review. Their address is Food Standards Agency, 
Room 2C Aviation House, 125 Kingsway, London, WC2B 6NH 
(email:Openness.team@foodstandards.gsi.gov.uk). 
 
If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review, you have the 
right to apply directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision.  
Generally, the ICO cannot make a decision unless you have exhausted the 
complaints procedure provided by the Agency.  The Information 
Commissioner can be contacted at: Information Commissioner’s Office, 
Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF or through the 
website at http://www.ico.gov.uk/ 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
John Caseley 
Incidents Unit 
Food Standards Agency 
 

http://www.ico.gov.uk/

