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British Broadcasting Corporation Room BC2 A4 Broadcast Centre White City Wood Lane London W12 7TP  

Telephone 020 8008 2882 Email xxx@xxx.xx.xx 

 

  

 
Information Rights 

bbc.co.uk/foi 

bbc.co.uk/privacy 

 
Roy Bland 
e-mail: xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx 
 
04 April 2018 
 
Dear Mr Bland, 
 
Freedom of Information Request - RFI20171437 
 
Thank you for your request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (the Act) dated 27 
September, seeking the following information: 
 
‘Under the Freedom Of Information act, I would like to request that you provide me with the total 
expected costs and savings to the BBC as a whole (such that expenses being transferred from BBC 
Monitoring to another BBC department are not counted as savings), associated with the closure of 
Caversham Park.   
 
If possible, provide totals for one-off and ongoing costs and savings separately.  If not, please indicate the 
period over which the one-off costs are being amortized in your calculations. 
 
Please also state which factors have been considered in coming up with these totals 
 
By way of example, one-off costs include (but are not limited to): 
 
* Costs of moving or disposing of and replacing equipment (e.g. furniture, reception equipment) 
* Costs associated with site disposal (surveyors and legal etc.) 
* Excess fare payments and travel expenses for staff travelling into London 
* Costs associated with a predictable loss of current staff and recruitment into their roles. 
* Opportunity costs due to staff working on move-related activities instead of their normal work. 
 
By way of example, ongoing costs include (but are not limited to) 
 
* London weighting for roles moving into London 
* Rent of new premises for Radio Berkshire 
* Subscriptions to extra internet-based 3rd party TV signal providers (where these can no longer be 
received from satellites) 
* Cost of space in NBH occupied by BBCM staff (share of maintenance of that space) 
* Cost of space occupied by those who have been moved in order to accommodate BBCM staff in NBH 
* Increased cost of collaboration with partner organisations currently based in Reading 
 
By way of example, ongoing savings include (but are not limited to) 
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* Caversham Park site maintenance 
* Subscriptions to satellite-based TV providers (for channels that cannot be received in London) 
* Reduction in travel budget for customer service staff. 
 
This is not a request for a detailed breakdown of the costs and savings (but if that is available, it would be 
welcome), nor is it a request for accurate costings that will only be known for certain after the move.  This 
is simply a request for the totals that were used when calculating that this is an "effective way to 
demonstrate efficiency and ensure that more money can be invested in content".’ 
 
Response 
 
We have now processed your request and I can confirm that, under section 1(1) of the Act, the 
BBC does hold some of the information you have requested and this information is below. 
 
We consider this information may be exempt from disclosure under section 43(2) (Commercial 
interests) of the Act as disclosure would or would be likely to prejudice the commercial interests 
of any person (including the public authority holding it). 
 
As section 43 is a qualified exemption, the BBC is required by section 2(2) of the Act to consider 
the public interest factors both for and against disclosing information in relation to this case.  
Specifically, we looked at whether in all the circumstances of the case, the public interest in 
maintaining the exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information.   
Factors in favour of disclosing this information:  
 

  that there is transparency in the accountability of the BBC for public funds;  
  that the BBC is using public money effectively, and that the BBC is getting value for money 

when purchasing goods and services;  

  that the BBC’s commercial activities (including the procurement process) are conducted in 

an open and honest way; and  

  that business can respond better to opportunities with the BBC.  

 
Factors for withholding disclosure of this information:  
   

  That companies, or individuals provide the BBC with commercially sensitive information, 

so that the BBC is able to make robust decisions regarding its suppliers of goods and 
services, including ensuring that the BBC obtains the best value for money from each 
transaction; 

  That the BBC maintains a strong bargaining position vis-à-vis suppliers during contractual 

negotiations in order to ensure that the licence fee is spent effectively; 

  That the competitive position of companies in their particular market is not disadvantaged 

by doing business with the BBC.  It would not be in the public interest to disclose sensitive 
information about a particular company if that information would be likely to be used by 
competitors to gain a competitive advantage.  
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some/all of the information you have requested is exempt from disclosure as it falls under s.43 (2) 
Commercial interest of the Act.  We believe that disclosing some/all of the information you have 
requested would or would be likely to: 

 

  damage the BBC’s (and/or a third party’s) business reputation or the confidence that 

customers, suppliers or investors may have in it;  

  prejudice the negotiating position of the BBC (and/or a third party) in ongoing contractual 

negotiations;  

  weaken the BBC’s bargaining position with suppliers of goods and services (which may in 

turn weaken a third party supplier’s bargaining position with other customers); 

  have a detrimental impact on the commercial revenue of the BBC or a third party; 
  weaken the BBC’s or a third party’s position in a competitive environment by revealing 

market-sensitive information or information of potential usefulness to competitors; 

  harm the ability of the BBC or a third party to obtain goods and services in the future. 

 
Disclosure would be likely to prejudice the commercial interests of the BBC and of various third 
parties involved in any current or ongoing contractual negotiations. 
 
 
Annual savings, net of costs, arising from the relocation are anticipated to be in the region of 
£1.2m per annum. We anticipate that sales proceeds from the Caversham site will more than 
meet expected one-off costs, meaning any amortisation will not adversely affect the overall savings 
from the move. 
 
   
Appeal Rights 
 
If you are not satisfied that we have complied with the Act in responding to your request, you 
have the right to an internal review by a BBC senior manager or legal adviser. Please contact us at 
the address above, explaining what you would like us to review and including your reference 
number. If you are not satisfied with the internal review, you can appeal to the Information 
Commissioner. The contact details are: Information Commissioner's Office, Wycliffe House, 
Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF, Tel: 0303 123 1113 or see https://ico.org.uk/.  
 
Yours sincerely 
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