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Enquiries to:  

Information Team 

Our Ref:    

FOI550083 

 
 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx 

 

 

Dear Ms Mullen, 

 

 
Freedom of Information Request 550083 
 
Thank you for your recent request received 8 August 2017. Our apologies for the delay in 
responding. Your request has been actioned under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 
(FOIA), in which you requested the following information – 

 

“Circa 26th May 2015 a meeting was arranged in order to make the final decision re. 
the 'preferred developer' for the Chinatown development. 
Those present were: 
[1] Representatives of the two companies ; X1 Developments Ltd and PHD1 
Construction [2] Cllr Ann O'Byrne [Chair] [3] Representative/s of Urban Splash [3] 
Nick Kavanagh [Head of Regen.], Mark Kitts, Nic Puttnam REQUEST [a] Please 
supply the exact date of this meeting [ a] Please supply all information that would 
indicate why Cllr O'Byrne left the meeting half-way through and why it wasn't 
arranged on a date and time when she could be present for the entire meeting. 
[b] Before the meetings re. Chinatown development Due Diligence/Tendering 
process - did Cllr Ann O'Byrne have any prior dealings with Peter Anthony McInnes 
[PHD1 Construction Ltd]...whether council business, personal business, 
acquaintance etc. If so did she declare the fact in Council Minutes. 
[c] Taking into account that I have information from an individual who was present at 
that meeting...was it a unanimous decision to choose PHD1 or was the decision 
made by Nick Kavanagh and Cllr Ann O'Byrne” 

 

RESPONSE: 
 
1. 

With regards to the date of the meeting you reference, there were two meetings on 

26 May 2015, but there was not a meeting that involved both X1 Developments, 
PHD1 Construction, Cllr Ann O'Byrne, Representatives of Urban Splash, Nick 
Kavanagh, Mark Kitts and Nik Puttnam. The two meetings were individual meetings 
with X1 Developments and PHD1 Construction. For the avoidance of doubt the first 
meeting was 1.00pm-2.00pm and the second meeting 2.00pm-3.00pm. 

 

2. 

With regards to why Cllr Ann O'Byrne left the meeting half-way through, it is over two 

years since the meetings took place and there is no recollection of Cllr Ann O'Byrne 
leaving either of the meetings. If Cllr Ann O'Byrne had to leave the meeting it will 
have been in relation to an urgent and unforeseen matter that had arisen in relation 
to Council business and therefore could not be factored in when arranging the two 
meetings. 

 

3. 

Cllr Ann O’Byrne and officers will have met with Peter McInnes and PHD1 as well as 

representatives from a number of other developers, who had all expressed an 
interest in bringing forward the redevelopment of the site at Great George St, Hardy 
Street and Upper Pitt Street, part of which was in City Council’s ownership and part 
of which was a leasehold interest to Urban Splash. 

 

  Liverpool City Council Information Team 

Cunard Building, Water Street, Liverpool, L3 1DS 
E: xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxx.xxx.xx 
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4. 

The decision to select PHD1 as preferred developer was a decision taken by all 

present at both meetings following and having reviewed the proposals presented. 
Pivotal to this was the ability of PHD1 to do a commercial deal in relation to the 
leasehold interest. 

 
This concludes our response. 
 
The City Council will consider appeals, referrals or complaints in respect of your request 
under the Freedom of Information Act 2000. However, these must be submitted in writing to 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxx.xxx.xx within 28 days of receiving your response. 
 
The matter will be dealt with by an officer who was not previously involved with the 
response and we will look to provide a response within 28 working days. 
 
If you remain dissatisfied you may also apply to the Information Commissioner for a 
decision about whether the request for information has been dealt with in accordance with 
the Freedom of Information Act 2000. 
 
The Information Commissioner’s website is www.ico.gov.uk and the postal address and 
telephone numbers are:- 
 
Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire SK9 
5AF Fax number 01625 524 510 Telephone 01625 545745. Email – xxxx@xxx.xxx.xxx.xx 
(they advise that their email is not secure) 
 
I trust this information satisfies your enquiry. 
 
Yours sincerely 
A Lewis 

Angela Lewis 
Information Team 

  Liverpool City Council Information Team 

Cunard Building, Water Street, Liverpool, L3 1DS 
E: xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxx.xxx.xx 

 

 




    

  

  
