Oak House
Reeds Crescent
Watford
WD24 4QN

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx

Tel: 01923 366 7650
www.nhsbt.nhs.uk

Our ref: MOC/ 328250
Dear Mr Rose
Re: Information request
Thank you for your request dated 18th July 2017 for information from NHS Blood and
Transplant (NHSBT) regarding platelet donations.
I am writing to advise you that we are able to provide you with the following
information in response to your request.
Please could you tell me how the number of active platelet donors there have
been in the UK and how many platelet donations were made for the years 20102016. It would also be great if you had the information for 2017 as well giving
that date the figures were taken.
Date
01/07/2010-30/06/2011
01/07/2011-30/06/2012
01/07/2012-30/06/2013
01/07/2013-30/06/2014
01/07/2014-30/06/2015
01/07/2015-30/06/2016
01/07/2016-30/06/2017

FY
2010-2011
2011-2012
2012-2013
2013-2014
2014-2015
2015-2016
2016-2017
Total

Active_Donors Donations
18,686
108,982
17,718
115,955
16,581
117,028
15,869
109,996
15,336
99,815
14,580
87,976
14,422
79,252
113,192
719,004

Please note that this data is correct as of 26/07/2017.
NHS Blood and Transplant has gradually reduced the amount of platelets it collects
from platelet apheresis donations and increased the amount of platelets it collects by
pooling whole blood donations from whole blood donors. This follows the 2013
recommendation made by the Department of Health’s Independent Advisory
Committee on the Safety of Blood, Tissues and Organs (SaBTO) to remove the
requirement to provide 80% of platelets to hospitals by apheresis. We will continue to
provide apheresis platelets for certain groups of patients who require them – namely,
poorly newborn babies, children, and patients who have very complicated
requirements for very specially selected blood because they are at risk of serious
reactions to the transfusion.

The information supplied to you continues to be protected by the Copyright, Designs
and Patents Act 1988. You are free to use it for your own purposes, including any
non-commercial research you are doing and for the purposes of news reporting. Any
other re-use, for example commercial publication, would require the permission of the
copyright holder. Some documents supplied by NHS Blood and Transplant will be
Crown Copyright. You can find details on the arrangements for re-using Crown
Copyright on HMS Online at:
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/information-management/re-using-public-sectorinformation/copyright/crown-copyright/
Information you receive which is not subject to Crown Copyright continues to be
protected by the copyright of the person, or organisation, from which the information
originated. You must ensure that you gain their permission before reproducing any
third party (non Crown Copyright) information.
I hope this is helpful in addressing your questions. Please quote the reference
number above in any future communications.
Yours sincerely

Wayne Lawley
Head of Corporate Communications
E-mail: xxxxxxxx.xxxxxxxx@xxxxx.xxx.xx
If you are unhappy with the service you have received in relation to your request and wish to make a complaint or
request an review of our decision, you should write to: Customer Services Operations Manager, NHS Blood and
Transplant, Oak House, Reeds Crescent, Watford, WD24 4QN (Email: xxxxxxxx.xxxxxxxx@xxxxx.xxx.xx).
If you are not content with the outcome of your complaint, you may apply directly to the Information
Commissioner for a decision. Generally, the ICO cannot make a decision unless you have exhausted the
complaints procedure provided by NHS Blood and Transplant (NHSBT). The Information Commissioner can be
contacted at: The Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire SK9
5AF.

