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Date 31/08/2017 
Our reference: FOIRQ3906 
 
Dear Ms Stevens,  
 
 
On behalf of the Trust, the FOI team would like to apologise for the delay in 
responding to your request for information. 
 
Please find below the information you requested under the Freedom of 
Information Act. 
 
Your Request 
1.  How much money has the Trust spent on Legal fees so far with regards to 
the Charlie Gard case? 
 
2. Could you please supply me with the Trusts practice Guidance regarding 
Children that are being cared for on a ventilator? 
 
3.  Can you please supply me with any legal or practice guidance relating to 
the Length of time a child can be looked after on a ventilator and any guidance 
as to any decisions made regarding stopping life support and how that 
decision is made? 
 
4. Can you please inform me if there has been any section 37 or 47 of children 
act investigation being made with reference to this case? 
 
Our Response 
1.  How much money has the Trust spent on Legal fees so far with regards to 
the Charlie Gard case? 
Up to and including 22.08.2017, the legal fees (including court fees and 
Barrister/Counsel fees) incurred by the Trust total £205,225.00 (including 
VAT). 
 
2. Could you please supply me with the Trusts practice Guidance regarding 
Children that are being cared for on a ventilator? 
The Trust does not have a practice guidance regarding children that are 
being cared for on a ventilator. 
 
3.  Can you please supply me with any legal or practice guidance relating to 
the Length of time a child can be looked after on a ventilator and any guidance 
as to any decisions made regarding stopping life support and how that 
decision is made? 
The Trust does not hold any legal guidance relating to the length of time 
that a child can be looked after on a ventilator and therefore is unable to 
answer this part of your request. 
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The Trust follows guidance published from 2015 by the Royal College of 
Paediatrics and Child Health (RCPCH).  There is no known guidance as 
to how long a child can be looked after on ventilation as this would be 
reviewed on an individual case basis.   
 
4. Can you please inform me if there has been any section 37 or 47 of children 
act investigation being made with reference to this case? 
Only information which can be shared publically can be subject to a 
Freedom of Information Act request.  The information requested is not 
information which can be shared publically and is not disclosable to a 
third party who does not have parental responsibility (PR). For this 
reason, question 4 of your request cannot be dealt with as a Freedom of 
Information Act request. 
 
 
Please note: 
The information provided under FOI is information held at the date on which 
the request was made. 
 
I trust that the information provided is sufficient and helps to answer any 
concerns, questions or issues you may have.  
 
If you should have any further queries related to this request, please do not 
hesitate to contact me. Please ensure that the above reference number is 
quoted on any correspondence. 
 
Re-use of information 
 
The information provided is Trust copyright. You may re-use this Great 
Ormond Street Hospital for Children NHS Foundation Trust copyright 
information in accordance with the Open Government Licence: 
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/2/  
(Please note that re-use of personal data is not allowed under this license.) 
 
For information which is not Great Ormond Street Hospital for Children NHS 
Foundation Trust copyright, e.g. external websites, please contact the named 
party directly. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Freedom of Information team 
Great Ormond Street Hospital for Children NHS Foundation Trust 
Email: xxxxxxx@xxxx.xxx.xx 
  
[Enclosed – Your rights – see next page] 
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Your rights 
 
If you are not satisfied with the response to your request for information, 
please do not hesitate to contact the member of the FOI team whose name 
appears on the response letter. Please quote your reference number on any 
correspondence. 
 
You can also write to the Head of Quality & Safety at the following address: 
 
Quality & Safety team 
Great Ormond Street Hospital  
LONDON  
WC1N 3JH 
 
If you are still not satisfied with your response, you also have the right  to 
appeal to the Information Commissioner.  
 
You can contact the Information Commissioner’s Office at the following 
address: 
 
Information Commissioner's Office 
Wycliffe House   
Water Lane   
Wilmslow   
Cheshire   
SK9 5AF 
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