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Navy Command 

Telephone:  02392 625081 
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Mr Carroll        21 July 2010 
Via e-mail: request-40509-5470f614@whatdotheyknow.com
 
 
Dear Mr Carroll,  
 
Further to our letter dated 5 July 2010, I am now in a position to provide a 
substantive response to your request for information on Explosive Ordnance 
Disposal (EOD), and in particular, marine flares containing white phosphorous.   
 
I can confirm that the Home Office, through the Maritime Coastguard Agency 
and the Police, has the lead for the disposal of marine flares washed ashore 
and they may sometimes request EOD support through the Joint Service 
Operations Centre, in which case it is likely that RN Clearance divers will be 
tasked. The disposal method is burning in a controlled environment which, if 
the item is unsafe to transport, may occur at the task site (in a cage). Those 
items safe to transport are removed for subsequent disposal (incineration). 
 
Additionally, you enquired whether we collate or hold any information on the 
volume of marine flares containing white phosphorous that have been 
recovered by the clearance teams. This information is not held centrally and it 
has been assessed that the costs for which we are permitted to charge in 
providing this information will exceed the appropriate limit. This appropriate 
limit, specified in regulations and for central government, is set at £600. This 
represents the estimated cost of one person spending 3½ working days in 
determining whether the Department holds the information, and locating, 
retrieving and extracting the information. Under the terms of Section 12 of the 
FOI Act, this means that we are not obliged to comply with your request.  
 
You may like to know that the upper limit of £600 is set by the Fees 
regulations made under the FOI Act: these regulations can be found on the 
internet at http://www.foi.gov.uk. 
 
This letter constitutes the notice required to be given under section 17(1), 
17(3) and 17(7) of the Act. 

 
If you are not satisfied with this response or you wish to complain about any 
aspect of the handling of your request, then you should contact me in the first 
instance. If informal resolution is not possible and you are still dissatisfied 
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then you may apply for an independent internal review by contacting the Head 
of Corporate Information, 6th Floor, MOD Main Building, Whitehall, SW1A 
2HB (e-mail xxxxxxxxxx@xxx.xx ). Please note that any request for an 
internal review must be made within 40 working days of the date on which the 
attempt to reach informal resolution has come to an end. 
 
If you remain dissatisfied following an internal review, you may take your 
complaint to the Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 
of the Freedom of Information Act. Please note that the Information 
Commissioner will not investigate your case until the MOD internal review 
process has been completed. Further details of the role and powers of the 
Information Commissioner can be found on the Commissioner's website, 
http://www.ico.gov.uk. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Heather Godfrey 
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