SUMMARY OF AACE ACTIVITY
21 May – 17 JUNE 2015

Tabled at:
AACE Management meeting on 18 June 2015



15. 	Road Traffic Legislation

AACE continues to work with DH and DfT officials on ‘road’ legislation effecting ambulance services.
Most recently two members of our Driver Training Advisory Group (DTAG) provided expert opinion on ‘retro-reflective’ markings that are currently causing concern to some CFR & Drs groups. The DfT have been strongly lobbied by a vocal minority of CFRs as to the effect of current legislation relating to the markings on response vehicles that are not owned or leased by a Trust. DTAG are obtaining a consensus view from across Trusts and will prepare an agreed position statement.  
In addition, forthcoming amendments to the Section 19 of the Road Traffic Act (2006) relating to speeding exemptions and required training standards for ambulance staff have been discussed. AACE are keen to ensure Trusts are prepared for changes that may affect them or private providers contracted to Trusts. Again DTAG will lead on providing appropriate advice.
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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Martin Watson LONDON SWIA 0AA
Group Co-ordinator
Eccleshall Community First Responders

Wednesday 10 June 2015

Dear Mr Watson,

Further to the representations | made on your behalf to the
Government, | have now received the attached letter from Andrew
Jones MP, who has sought to address the issues raised.

in the meantime, please do not hesitate to contact me again on
any issue where you feei | may be of assistance.

MP for Stone, Trentham, Cheadle, Eccleshall,

Madeley, Ashley, Gnosall, Bradley, Salt
Staffordshire MP since 1984





' From the Parifamentary
Under Secretary of Stale

Andrew Jones MP
Department Great Minster House
33 Horseferry Road
for Transport London.
SWI1P 4DR
_ Tel: 0300 330 3000
Sir William Cash MP E-Mail: andrew.jones@dft.gsi.gov.uk
House of Commons Web site: www.gov.uk/dft
London

SW1A 0AA Our Ref: MC/135513

Do Bil,

Thank you for your letter of 26 May, enclosing correspondence from your
constituent, Martin Watson, Group Coordinator, Eecleshall Community First

Responders,—“abom
Green and Yellow Markings on Emergency Vehicles.

! would like to take this opportunity to assure you that the Government
acknowledges the essential role that the voluntary and private ambulance
services provide, both on behalf of the NHS Ambulance Services and
elsewhere. '

The Department has previously sought to explain that in the ordinary course
of events, an ambulance is a vehicle used to convey someone who has
suffered a trauma to hospital. This is in keeping with the legal definition as
found in road traffic fegislation which identifies ambulances in terms of being
“vehicles constructed or adapted for the purposes of conveying sick, injured
or disabled persons” and as used for that purpose. As you will know,
‘ambulances’ are granted a number of exemptions under road traffic law that
allow them to be fitted with, and use, two tone sirens and blue flashing lights,
as well as to proceed through red traffic lights and exceed the speed limit as
appropriate, albeit whilst remaining obliged to exercise due care whilst doing
0.

The changes in the Deregulation Act 2015 (DA 2015) were enacted having
regard to the views of the Divisional Court in the case of DPP v issler in
March 2014 which made clear that fast response cars and motorcycles which,





as a matter of fact were unsuited for the carriage of sick, injured or disabled
persons or not engaged for that purpose, could not be considered to be
ambulances or as being used for ambulance purposes.

To that end the legislation was intended to ensure that any NHS owned or
non-NHS owned fast response vehicles, including those owned by private
organisations, which are used for the purpose of responding to an emergency
at the request of the NHS ambulance services could be used in the same
fashion, in an emergency, as ambulance vehicles.

As such, the amendments in the Deregulation Act did not bring about a
change in relation to ambutances but instead added an additional category for
fast response vehicles acting for the NHS; | should add that my
understanding is that this means a vehicle that from time to time is operated
on or behalf of the NHS would be allowed to fit blue lights but is permitted
only actually to use them when responding in an emergency for the NHS.

in operating a vehicle in response to an emergency, there is a delicate
balance that needs to be achieved between the wish to provide an
emergency response and the increased road safety risk associated with
additional vehicle purposes exceeding speed limits. No-one would wish to
see an increase in incidents because of misuse of the exemptions.

This is why in anticipation of the introduction of section 19 of the Road Safety
Act 2006 we are developing a robust driver training regime that will expand
and improve upon existing voluntary high speed driver training courses. The
new high speed driver training course will be a statutory requirement for all
drivers who will be responding to emergencies and/or incidents using a speed
limit exemption.

The change io the law in the Deregulation Act however has been made to the
existing section 87 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 and has come
into effect before section 19 of the Road Safety Act 2006, making it all the
more important that those who drive these vehicles have nonetheless
undertaken the kind of course and training you point to.

With respect to the ‘Battenberg’ markings the DA 2015 extended the category
of vehicles permitted to use the livery reserved for ambulances to emergency
response vehicles operated by the NHS. This decision was taken from
discussions between the Department for Transport and the Department of
Heailth to restrict the specific livery (yellow and green) to vehicles that are
continually responding to emergency calls and not to extend the exemption to
vehicles that are used from time {o time, thus limiting the proliferation of the





use of the livery. However, such vehicles can be fitted with optional amber
side reflectors which are permitted under the Road Vehicles Lighting
Regulations 1989 as amended.

| hope this reassures you that the Department has taken considered sieps to
ensure the continued operation of the emergency services including the
volunteer sector.

Yours,

Pordron

ANDREW JONES
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