
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Dear Mr Rudkin 
 
Thank you for your email of 20 September requesting information about the 
duration of the illumination of the amber light in traffic signals under the terms 
of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (“the FOI Act”). This has been passed 
to me for reply. 
 
We will not be dealing with these questions under the FOI Act as we do not 
consider that you have asked for written recorded information held by the 
Department for Transport, but rather the DfT’s view on a specific situation. 
The FOI Act does not give requestors the right to ask for the DfT’s 
unrecorded views and opinions on a particular matter or issue. 
 
Meanwhile I can advise that The stopping amber is displayed for 3 seconds. 
The starting red/amber signal shown together is displayed for 2 seconds. 
Both these settings have a tolerance of plus or minus 0.25 seconds. 
 
These settings are the same on all roads regardless of speed limit, and are a 
requirement  prescribed in the Traffic Signs Regulations and General 
Directions 2016 (Schedule 14 Part 1 paragraph 4). 
 
These regulations can be viewed at: 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2016/362/contents/made 
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Further advice is contained in the Department for Transport Traffic Advisory 
Leaflet (TAL) 1/06 which can be viewed at: 
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20120606202850/http:/www.dft.gov
.uk/publications/tal-1-06/ 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Peter Colmans 
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