Vanessa Bascoe
Corporate Freedom of Information Officer
Information Governance
Finance & Governance
Mr Max Valentine
Via email
request-354695-3ee1cba7@whatdotheyknow.com

vanessa.bascoe@southwark.gov.uk
Tel: 020 7525 7452
Date: 30 September 2016
Ref: 693553

Dear Mr Valentine
RE: YOUR REQUEST FOR INFORMATION: 693553
I am writing further to your request for information dated 06 September 2016. We have now
completed our search for the information you requested.
Your request:
Respecting both the decisions made by multiple councils to release its list of all
“long-term” empty properties, such as Lambeth and Bexley, and the implications of
Section 31 of the FOI on doing so, could you please send me a copy of the following:
(a) Number of empty or unused privately owned property/land, which have been
empty for more than 12 Months within all Postcode Sectors (In Code), that are
within the Southwark Borough.
(b) Number of empty or unused Council owned property/land, which have been
empty for more than 12 Months within all Postcode Sectors (In Code), that are
within the Southwark Borough.
(c) Number of empty or unused Commercial Properties, which have been empty for
more than 12 Months within all Postcode Sectors (In Code), that are within the
Southwark Borough.
Please note that a Postcode Sector (In Code) is defined as inclusive of the number
following the numbers defining the Postcode District. For example, “SW15” would be
defining the District and “SW15 1” would be the “In Code” which is defining the
Postcode Sector. Such information can’t be deemed as “targeted a premise for
criminal actions” as the Postcode Sector In Code is not specific to one premise. In
turn, this information provides a greater alignment to the Governmental Strategies
and Council objectives, in a similar (yet more acute fashion) as some proposed
Opportunity Area maps.
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Our response:
The table below lists the number of properties which have been empty for more than 12
months in Southwark.
Postcode Residential Properties
SE1
SE11
SE14
SE15
SE16
SE17
SE19
SE21
SE22
SE23
SE24
SE26
SE4
SE5
SE8

Private
471
10
0
126
193
62
13
17
103
1
9
1
1
95
0

Southwark
4
0
2
2
59
539
0
1
12
2
0
0
0
34
0

Commercial
142
0
0
61
76
54
0
0
15
0
1
0
0
46
0

This information is being provided as a statutory obligation under the Freedom of Information
Act 2000. Please note that under the Privacy and Electronic Communications (EC Directive)
Regulations 2003 Southwark Council ask not to receive unsolicited marketing
communications.
You are free to use the information provided for your own purposes, including any noncommercial research you are doing and for the purposes of news reporting. Any other re-use,
for example commercial publication, requires the permission of the copyright holder. You may
apply for permission to re-use this information by submitting a request to
accessinfo@southwark.gov.uk; you can find details on these arrangements at
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/information-management/re-using-public-sectorinformation/copyright-and-re-use/. Detailed advice about the Reuse of Public Sector
Information Regulations (PSI) 2005 is available from the Office of Public Sector Information at:
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/advice/index.htm
If you are unhappy with the service you have received in relation to your request and wish to
make an appeal for a review of our decision, please write to:
Corporate Freedom of Information Manager
Financial & Information Governance team (2nd Floor)
PO Box 64529
London
SE1P 5LX
Email: accessinfo@southwark.gov.uk
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If you are not content with the outcome of your appeal, you may apply directly to the
Information Commissioner for a decision. Generally, the Information Commissioner cannot
make a decision unless you have first exhausted our internal appeal procedure and you
should contact her within 2 months of the outcome of your internal appeal.
Further information on the Freedom of Information Act is available through the Information
Commissioner at www.ico.org.uk
Yours sincerely

Vanessa Bascoe
Corporate Freedom of Information Officer
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