Elective home education (EHE) – advice for inspectors
The single inspection framework requires local authorities (LAs), as part of
the Annex A return, to provide the number of children who are electively
home educated as known to the authority.
The data we receive about home-educated children, alongside a report in
respect of children not in full-time education, are important elements of
evidence for inspectors to evaluate how effectively local authorities monitor
the progress and safety of children who may be vulnerable and/or need
support.
However, home-educated children are not, by definition, all in need of
protection and help.
It is crucial that inspectors take the following into account during single
inspections:
 Ofsted does not have a mandate to inspect the quality of EHE.
 The statutory duty on LAs to identify as far as possible those children not
receiving a suitable education does not extend to home-educated
children; LAs do not have a duty to evaluate the quality of the education
provided for home educated children - e.g. through routine visits although they may intervene if it appears that the education is
unsuitable.
 Home visits may only take place with the consent of the parent, unless
there is a safeguarding concern which would justify the use of
safeguarding powers to carry out a home visit whatever the child’s mode
of education.
 The guidance does, however, encourage LAs as a matter of good practice
to build positive relationships with home educators; this is likely to
increase access to educational support for children and parents when
they need it and provide a sound basis for responding to any concerns
that may arise
 The departmental guidelines on EHE explain that LAs should provide
accessible, clear written information that sets out the legal position, roles
and responsibilities of LAs and parents in relation to EHE. They can
provide advice and support services, and may offer a registration facility
but this must be voluntary.
Reports must, as far as possible, avoid any ambiguity which may lead to a
misunderstanding of either the extent of local authority duties or Ofsted’s
expectations in relation to home educated children.
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