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23 February 2015 

 

 

Dear Paul Barford, 

 

Thank you for your request for information from the British Museum. Your request has been 

dealt with in accordance with the terms of the Freedom of Information Act (2000). 

 

Your request, received in the Museum on 26 January 2015, was: 

 

I would like to make a request under the Freedom of Information Act for a copy of all 

internal communication of the Portable Antiquities Scheme (PAS) and Treasure 

Department(s) from 21st May 2012 to the present day inclusive which: 

(1) make reference to myself or my discussion of heritage matters (whether or not 

directly by name), or 

(2) refer, whether by name or not, to something on my Portable Antiquities Collecting 

and Heritage Issues blog (http://paul-barford.blogspot.com/), or 

(3) refer to correspondence or enquiries from me requesting information from the PAS 

and Treasure Department or its members of staff whether or not a reply was issued to 

me. 

This is not a request for personal data, but a request for information on reactions to 

issues I have raised on heritage matters in the period concerned. 

I request therefore a review of documents of the PAS and Treasure Department for 

the requested information, including but not limited to documents and emails by and 

between the staff of the PAS and Treasure Department (both internal staff and PAS 

staff based in the regional offices) as well as all PAS and Treasure Department staff 

and members of the public (in particular metal detectorists). In particular, I would like 

copies of any exchanges of the above-mentioned character on the forum of the 

Portable Antiquities Scheme (the one mentioned here 

https://www.academia.edu/10055694/Portable_Antiquities_Christmas_meeting p. 7). 

If one part of this request can be answered sooner than others, please send that 

mailto:xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx


information first, followed by any subsequent data. 

If you need any clarification then please email me. Under your section 16 duty to 

provide advice and assistance I would expect you to contact me if you find this 

request unmanageable in any way so we can determine how best to proceed. 

In response to your request please see below copies of all internal communication of the 

Portable Antiquities Scheme (PAS) and Treasure Department(s) from 21st May 2012 to the 

date of receipt of your request which make reference to yourself or your discussion of heritage 

matters (whether or not directly by name), which refer, whether by name or not, to something 

on your Portable Antiquities Collecting and Heritage Issues blog (http://paul-

barford.blogspot.com/), or which refer to correspondence or enquiries from you requesting 

information from the PAS and Treasure Department or its members of staff whether or not a 

reply was issued to you, and copies of any exchanges of the above-mentioned character on 

the forum of the Portable Antiquities Scheme. 

 

Please note that personal information has been redacted under section 40 of the Freedom of 

Information Act where disclosure of the information would contravene one or more of the data 

protection principles. 

 

This concludes the response to your request. I hope this information is helpful. If you are 

dissatisfied with this response and you wish to make a complaint about how we handled your 

request, please contact me in the first instance. Your complaint will be handled under our 

internal complaints procedure and you will receive a response within 20 working days of 

receipt. 

 

If you remain dissatisfied with the way your request has been handled following the outcome 

of our internal review, you have a further right of appeal to the Information Commissioner. To 

make such an application please contact 

 

FOI/EIR Complaints Resolution 
Information Commissioner's Office 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
Cheshire SK9 5AF 

 
You can also contact the ICO Helpline on 0303 123 1113 or complete the online complaint 
form at: http://www.ico.gov.uk/complaints/getting.aspx 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Christopher Denvir  
Information Manager 
 
Legal Services 
British Museum 
cdenvir@britishmuseum.org 

http://www.ico.gov.uk/complaints/getting.aspx

























































