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Strength1

Average total  length of

01 April 2009

01 April 2010

01 April 2011

01 April 2012

01 April 2013

01 April 2014

service on promotion2

OFFICERS

Air Commodore & Above

 130

 130

 130

 120

 110

 110

26 years & 8 months

Group Captain

 330

 330

 330

 310

 300

 300

22 years & 4 months

Wing Commander

1 200

1 210

1 180

1 100

1 040

1 020

16 years & 2 months

Squadron Leader

2 570

2 560

2 530

2 430

2 260

2 200

9 years & 11 months

Flight Lieutenant

3 870

3 840

3 900

3 810

3 620

3 300

3 years & 4 months

Pilot Officer/Flying Officer

 380

 480

 480

 450

 240

 210

NON COMMISSIONED AIRCREW

Master Aircrew

 300

 290

 270

 240

 210

 200

20 years & 5 months

Flight Sergeant

 370

 360

 370

 320

 270

 240

14 years & 0 months

Sergeant

 500

 530

 540

 520

 480

 440

2 years & 10 months

Corporal

 20

 30

 30

 20

 20

 10

GROUND TRADES

Warrant Officer

 890

 900

 860

 820

 770

 770

27 years & 8 months

Flight Sergeant

1 600

1 640

1 630

1 580

1 460

1 400

21 years & 10 months

Chief Technician

1 220

1 200

1 130

1 020

 980

 890

21 years & 11 months

Sergeant

5 730

5 770

5 600

5 220

5 000

4 750

14 years & 7 months

Corporal

8 360

8 330

8 160

7 800

7 290

6 940

8 years & 2 months

Senior Aircraftman Technical/Lance Corporal

3 900

3 830

4 060

4 280

4 320

4 040

3 years & 10 months

Senior Aircraftman

6 980

7 590

8 380

7 670

6 530

5 960

1 years & 3 months

Aircraftman/Leading Aircraftman

 880

1 070

 510

 430

 440

 390

1 Strength includes all trained regular personnel and excludes Full Time Reserve Service personnel, volunteer reserves and mobilised reservists.
2 These data are based on the seven year span of actual data 2007/08 – 2013/14.  By considering a cohort of individuals with the similar characteristics average career projections have 

been calculated.  Defence Statistics’ career forecasts are not based on the actual experience of any one individual, but rather are based on the historical behaviour of individuals with 

similar characteristics.  Based on trained & untrained personnel.

Notes:
a.  In accordance with the Data Protection Act and our obligations in relation to the protection of confidentiality when handling personal data, data have been rounded to the nearest 10, where "-" 
denotes zero and "~" denotes a number less than or equal to 5.  
b.  When rounding to the nearest 10, numbers ending in 5 have been rounded to the nearest multiple of 20 to prevent systematic bias.
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