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Dear Mr Grimstone 
 
Thank you for your request of 23 October 2020, for the release of information held by the 
Civil Aviation Authority (CAA).  
 
Your request: 
 
Please may I have a copy of the 1996/97  Civil Air Display Review/recommendations made 
at that time. Please see below. 
 
Air Display Safety Review/Air Shows 
“In response to this and several other UK air display accidents which occurred during the 
1996 display season, the CAA set up a Civil Air Display Review Group. The group identified 
some 18 areas for detailed investigation and comment, covering many aspects of display 
organisation and participation.  
 
Our response: 
 
Having considered your request in line with the provisions of the Freedom of Information 
Act 2000 (FOIA), we are able to provide the information attached. 
 
We have redacted personal information from Appendix 1, where disclosure of such 
personal information would be unfair. The individuals concerned would not have had an 
expectation that their personal data would be disclosed, and the CAA can identify no 
legitimate interest that would be served by disclosing this personal information. Disclosure 
would therefore be a breach of one of the data protection principles contained in Article 5 of 
the General Data Protection Regulation, specifically Article 5(1)(a), which states that 
personal data shall be ‘processed lawfully, fairly and in a transparent manner in relation to 
the data subject …’ Section 40(2) of the FOIA provides an exemption from the duty to 
disclose for information that would contravene any of the data protection principles. 
 
We have also redacted information on specific occurrences from Appendix 3. Occurrence 
reports (regardless of when the occurrence took place) are held by the CAA in accordance 
with Regulation (EU) No. 376/2014 on the reporting, analysis and follow up of occurrences 
in civil aviation (“the Regulation”). An occurrence means any safety-related event which 
endangers or which, if not corrected or addressed, could endanger an aircraft, its occupants 
or any other person. The aim of the Regulation is to improve aviation safety by ensuring 
that relevant safety information relating to civil aviation is reported, collected, stored, 
protected, exchanged, disseminated and analysed.  
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The civil aviation safety system is established on the basis of feedback and lessons learned 
from accidents and incidents. Occurrence reporting and the use of occurrence information 
for the improvement of safety depend on a relationship of trust between the reporter and the 
entity in charge of the collection and assessment of the information.  
 
The purpose of protecting safety information from inappropriate use, and of limiting access 
to occurrence information solely to interested parties participating in the improvement of 
civil aviation safety, is to ensure the continuing availability of safety information so that 
appropriate and timely preventive action can be taken and aviation safety improved. The 
Regulation requires that appropriate measures are put in place to ensure that information 
collected through occurrence reporting schemes is kept confidential, and that such 
information is not made available or used for any purpose other than for the maintenance or 
improvement of aviation safety.  
 
The CAA therefore considers that the disclosure of occurrence information into the public 
domain in response to a FOIA request is not permitted by the Regulation and that the 
information you have requested is exempt from disclosure under section 44(1)(b) of the 
FOIA. Under section 44(1)(b), information is exempt information if its disclosure is 
incompatible with any EU obligation. 
 
However, if you consider that you require the information for the purpose of maintaining or 
improving aviation safety, you are able to make an application to the CAA on that basis 
using the form at www.caa.co.uk/srg1605. 
 
If you are not satisfied with how we have dealt with your request in the first instance you 
should approach the CAA in writing at:- 
 
caroline.chalk@caa.co.uk 
 
The CAA has a formal internal review process for dealing with appeals or complaints in 
connection with Freedom of Information requests.  The key steps in this process are set out 
in the attachment.  A request for an internal review should be submitted within 40 working 
days of the date of this letter. 

Should you remain dissatisfied with the outcome you have a right under Section 50 of the 
FOIA to appeal against the decision by contacting the Information Commissioner at:- 
 
Information Commissioner’s Office 
FOI/EIR Complaints Resolution 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
SK9 5AF 
https://ico.org.uk/concerns/ 
 
If you wish to request further information from the CAA, please use the form on the CAA 
website at http://publicapps.caa.co.uk/modalapplication.aspx?appid=24. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mark Stevens 
External Response Manager 

http://www.caa.co.uk/srg1605
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CAA INTERNAL REVIEW & COMPLAINTS PROCEDURE 
 
 
 The original case to which the appeal or complaint relates is identified and the case 

file is made available; 

 The appeal or complaint is allocated to an Appeal Manager, the appeal is 

acknowledged and the details of the Appeal Manager are provided to the applicant; 

 The Appeal Manager reviews the case to understand the nature of the appeal or 

complaint, reviews the actions and decisions taken in connection with the original 

case and takes account of any new information that may have been received.  This 

will typically require contact with those persons involved in the original case and 

consultation with the CAA Legal Department; 

 The Appeal Manager concludes the review and, after consultation with those involved 

with the case, and with the CAA Legal Department, agrees on the course of action to 

be taken; 

 The Appeal Manager prepares the necessary response and collates any information 

to be provided to the applicant; 

 The response and any necessary information is sent to the applicant, together with 

information about further rights of appeal to the Information Commissioners Office, 

including full contact details. 
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Freedom of Information Act:  Section 40 
 
(1) Any information to which a request for information relates is exempt information if it 

constitutes personal data of which the applicant is the data subject. 
 
(2) Any information to which a request for information relates is also exempt information if 

 
(a) it constitutes personal data which does not fall within subsection (1), and 
(b) the first, second or third condition below is satisfied. 

 
(3A) The first condition is that the disclosure of the information to a member of the public 
otherwise than under this Act— 
 

(a) would contravene any of the data protection principles, or 
(b) would do so if the exemptions in section 24(1) of the Data Protection Act 2018 
(manual unstructured data held by public authorities) were disregarded. 

 
(3B) The second condition is that the disclosure of the information to a member of the public 
otherwise than under this Act would contravene Article 21 of the GDPR (general 
processing: right to object to processing). 
 
(4A) The third condition is that— 
 

(a) on a request under Article 15(1) of the GDPR (general processing: right of 
access by the data subject) for access to personal data, the information 
would be withheld in reliance on provision made by or under section 15, 16 
or 26 of, or Schedule 2, 3 or 4 to, the Data Protection Act 2018, or 

(b) on a request under section 45(1)(b) of that Act (law enforcement processing: 
right of access by the data subject), the information would be withheld in 
reliance on subsection (4) of that section. 

 
(5A) The duty to confirm or deny does not arise in relation to information which is (or if it 
were held by the public authority would be) exempt information by virtue of subsection (1). 
 
(5B) The duty to confirm or deny does not arise in relation to other information if or to the 
extent that any of the following applies— 
 

(a) giving a member of the public the confirmation or denial that would have to be given 
to comply with section 1(1)(a)— 

 
(i) would (apart from this Act) contravene any of the data protection principles, or 
 
(ii) would do so if the exemptions in section 24(1) of the Data Protection Act 2018       
(manual unstructured data held by public authorities) were disregarded; 
 

(b) giving a member of the public the confirmation or denial that would have to be given 
to comply with section 1(1)(a) would (apart from this Act) contravene Article 21 of 
the GDPR (general processing: right to object to processing); 

(c) on a request under Article 15(1) of the GDPR (general processing: right of access 
by the data subject) for confirmation of whether personal data is being processed, 
the information would be withheld in reliance on a provision listed in subsection 
(4A)(a); 

(d) on a request under section 45(1)(a) of the Data Protection Act 2018 (law 
enforcement processing: right of access by the data subject), the information would 
be withheld in reliance on subsection (4) of that section. 
 
 

(6). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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(7) In this section— 
 

“the data protection principles” means the principles set out in—   
 

(a) Article 5(1) of the GDPR, and  
(b) section 34(1) of the Data Protection Act 2018 

 
“data subject” has the same meaning as in the Data Protection Act 2018 (see 
section     3 of that Act);  

 
“the GDPR”, “personal data”, “processing” and references to a provision of Chapter 
2 of Part 2 of the Data Protection Act 2018 have the same meaning as in Parts 5 to 
7 of that Act (see section 3(2), (4), (10), (11) and (14) of that Act).  

 
(8) In determining for the purposes of this section whether the lawfulness principle in Article 
5(1)(a) of the GDPR would be contravened by the disclosure of information, Article 6(1) of 
the GDPR (lawfulness) is to be read as if the second sub-paragraph (disapplying the 
legitimate interests gateway in relation to public authorities) were omitted. 
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Freedom of Information Act:  Section 44  
 
(1) Information is exempt information if its disclosure (otherwise than under this Act) by the 
public authority holding it-  

 
(a) is prohibited by or under any enactment, 

 (b) is incompatible with any Community obligation, or 
(c) would constitute or be punishable as a contempt of court. 

 
(2) The duty to confirm or deny does not arise if the confirmation or denial that would have 
to be given to comply with section 1(1)(a) would (apart from this Act) fall within any of 
paragraphs (a) to (c) of subsection (1). 
 
 


