
From: Docherty, Andrew 
Sent: 04 December 2013 10:27 
To: 'Ruth Potter'; Cllr. T. Simpson-Laing 
Subject: RE: A&G Participation  scheme 
 
Sorry Ruth, the report has been published.  
 
The brief I had was to put some clear rules in place based on the  
 borderline defamatory comments made at the last Council meeting and  
the added risk in light of webcasting.  
 
There is slightly more positive stuff  already in the participation scheme  
which says, for example: 
 
Any York citizen or business person can register to speak at the Council’s 
public  
meetings provided it is about: 
(a) A specific agenda item being considered at the meeting concerned 
(b) An issue which the meeting concerned is authorised to deal with as set 
out in the  

Council’s Delegation Scheme (see Part 3 of the Constitution). 
 
As Tracey has recognised there are currently inconsistencies between  
the scheme and the procedure rules which need to be addressed in the  
new version of the Constitution. We can certainly make sure in the  
redraft that the balance is right  between positive encouragement to  
participate and clarity as to what will be unacceptable. 
 
 
Andy Docherty | Assistant Director    
t: 01904 551004 | e: andrew.docherty@york.gov.uk  
     
City of York Council | Customer and Business Support Services 
West Offices| Station Rise | York YO1 6GA 
www.york.gov.uk | facebook.com/cityofyork |@CityofYork 
 
From: Ruth Potter [mailto:ruthpotter@live.co.uk]   
Sent: 03 December 2013 18:25  
To: Docherty, Andrew; Cllr. T. Simpson-Laing  
Subject: FW: A&G Participation scheme 
 
Hi,  
   



Its all rather bland and makes it sound like we don't want people to speak. 
Its very negative.  
   
can't we turn the statements into enabling ones,  
   
Best wishes,.  
ruth  
  
  
From: cllr.rpotter@york.gov.uk  
To: ruthpotter@live.co.uk  
Subject: FW: A&G Participation scheme  
Date: Tue, 3 Dec 2013 12:23:55 +0000 
  
  
Best wishes,   
Ruth Potter  
http://heworth.blogspot.com/ 
Telephone 01904 438634   
Mobile  07947539725.  

  
From: Docherty, Andrew   
Sent: 28 November 2013 14:31  
To: Cllr. T. Simpson-Laing; Cllr. R. Potter  
Subject: RE: A&G Participation scheme 
  
OK, it’s the existing scheme which is causing the problems so I’ll just  
remove the details of that scheme from the report which leaves us with  
the attached 
  
  
  
Andy Docherty | Assistant Director    
t: 01904 551004 | e: andrew.docherty@york.gov.uk  
     
City of York Council | Customer and Business Support Services 
West Offices| Station Rise | York YO1 6GA 
www.york.gov.uk | facebook.com/cityofyork |@CityofYork 
  
From: Cllr. T. Simpson-Laing   
Sent: 27 November 2013 17:50  
To: Docherty, Andrew; Cllr. R. Potter  
Subject: RE: A&G Participation scheme 



  
Yes I knew about that bit but what I meant was the way I read it was  
that Councillors could ask questions of speakers which we can do at a  
committee but not at Council  
   
I think what was wanted at this stage was a set to rules to stop 'attacks'  
as we had at the last meeting  
   
Regards  
   
Tracey 
  
Cllr Tracey Simpson-Laing   
Labour Councillor for Acomb 
                                                                                                                                                          
Cabinet Member for  
Health Housing & Adult Social Service 
Chair Health & Wellbeing Board 
Deputy Leader of the Council 
cllr.tsimpson-laing@york.gov.uk   

60 Amberley Street   
York. YO26 4SD 
07984687438 
  
Follow on Twitter @cllrtraceysl  
  
Error! Filename not specified. 
  
  
  
From: Docherty, Andrew  
Sent: 27 November 2013 17:39  
To: Cllr. T. Simpson-Laing; Cllr. R. Potter  
Subject: RE: A&G Participation scheme 
Hi Tracey, I think your comments just highlight the need for the  
 constitution review. In this case we have provisions in the participation  
scheme and provisions in the procedure rules which are either  
inconsistent with each other or consistent but don’t reflect what goes on  
in practice. 
  
So the Council procedure rules say: 
  



With the exception of the Annual Meeting, any member of the public shall 
be entitled,  
provided that prior notice has been given to the Chief Executive before 
5:00 pm on the working day before the meeting, to address the Council for 
up to 3  
minutes or to ask any Member of the Council a question, on, in either 
case, 
any matter directly relevant to the business of Council or the City. 
  
That clearly does allow questions, as the current participation scheme  
says, but I bet it’s a surprise to most people.  It also has an exception for  
the annual meeting which is not referred to in the participation scheme. 
  
There are separate provisions in the procedure rules for Cabinet and  
Committees which say: 
  
At meetings of Planning Committee and its area sub-committee, members 
of the public  
may speak on individual planning applications which the Committee 
or Sub-Committee is being invited to determine, in accordance with the 

procedures set  
out in the Council’s Public Participation Scheme. 
  
My report just cut and pasted the participation scheme including the  30  
minute timescale which, as you say, is regularly not followed. The rules  
go on to say that: 
  
At other meetings the following speaking rights shall apply. All public 
meetings will  
have a standing item on the agenda regarding public 
participation. Members of the public may register to speak on an item on 
the agenda or  
an issue within the meeting’s remit, by telephoning Democratic 
Services by 5:00 pm on the working day preceding the meeting. Speakers 
will have a  
maximum of 3 minutes to speak and may subsequently be asked 
questions by Members. There is no public right of reply following the 
decision of the  
meeting. 
  
No specific mention of questions there! 
  
To be honest I’d prefer to quietly abandon the participation scheme and  



just get the rules right as part of the ongoing review. An option in the  
interim would be for me to amend the report so that it just says there is  
no guidance on what is appropriate to allow in public participation and  
ask A&G to support the proposals as guidance to Chairs on how they  
might exercise their legal rights to control meetings. I’d issue that  
guidance if it had A&G’s backing and it wouldn’t be a constitutional  
change so there would be no need to go to Council immediately. I’ve  
amended the report along those lines so you can see what it would look  
like with this change.  
  
  
Andy Docherty | Assistant Director    
t: 01904 551004 | e: andrew.docherty@york.gov.uk  
      
City of York Council | Customer and Business Support Services 
West Offices| Station Rise | York YO1 6GA 
www.york.gov.uk | facebook.com/cityofyork |@CityofYork 
  
From: Cllr. T. Simpson-Laing   
Sent: 27 November 2013 17:08  

To: Docherty, Andrew; Cllr. R. Potter  
Subject: RE: A&G Participation scheme 
  
Andy  
   
I think this muddles up, slightly, Full Council and the Committee, as there  
is no questioning of speakers at Council. Can these be separated as two  
different forms of Public Participation?  
   
Also on the 30 mins timing, again this has I understand always related to  
Full Council and not to Committees - I'm thinking of major planning  
applications where there have been 30 plus speakers.  
   
Hope this helps as I cannot do the usual change and tracking at the  
moment as I am accessing this document through a slightly different  
software program  
   
Regards  
   
Tracey 
  
Cllr Tracey Simpson-Laing   
Labour Councillor for Acomb 



                                                                                                                                                          
Cabinet Member for  
Health Housing & Adult Social Service 
Chair Health & Wellbeing Board 
Deputy Leader of the Council 
cllr.tsimpson-laing@york.gov.uk   
60 Amberley Street   
York. YO26 4SD 
07984687438 
  
Follow on Twitter @cllrtraceysl  
  
Error! Filename not specified. 
  
  
  
From: Docherty, Andrew  
Sent: 27 November 2013 15:02  
To: Cllr. T. Simpson-Laing; Cllr. R. Potter  
Subject: A&G Participation scheme 

Hi, as requested I’ve drafted a report for A&G to add some words to the  
public participation scheme. Have you any comments before I send it to  
democratic services? 
  
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *   
Help protect the environment! - please don't print this email unless you 
really need to.   
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *   
  
This communication is from City of York Council.   
  
The information contained within, and in any attachment(s), is confidential 
and legally  
privileged. It is for the exclusive use of the intended recipient(s). If you are 
not the intended  
recipient(s), please note that any form of distribution, copying or use of 
this communication, or  
the information within, is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. Equally, 
you must not  
disclose all, or part, of its contents to any other person.   
  
If you have received this communication in error, please return it 
immediately to the sender,  



then delete and destroy any copies of it.   
  
City of York Council disclaims any liability for action taken in reliance on 
the content of this  
communication. 


