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Annex A 

 

e-mail: xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx.  

gov.uk

 

Our Ref: VTR 3897

 
 

DATE: 30 August 2013

Annex A 

 
 
 
 
Dear Mr Kruse, 
 
Thank you for your Freedom of Information request received on 15 August 2013. You asked; 

 

Under UC rules, will a claimant waiting for a WCA still be paid at the ESA assessment rate 
after the 13 week assessment period has ended if they still haven't been assessed or will that 
payment cease at the end of that 13 week assessment period whether they've been assessed 
or not? 
 
If it's the case that payment of the assessment rate will cease after 13 weeks, what are 
claimants supposed to live on while they're waiting for their WCA? 
 
A Universal Credit claimant who is submitting medical evidence of being unable to work due to 
a health condition or disability will, in most cases, be scheduled to have a face-to-face Work 
Capability Assessment (WCA) within 3 months of their claim. During this period, called the 
determination period, the claimant will be paid the relevant Universal Credit allowances and 
elements. Where, as a result of the WCA, the claimant is additionally awarded a Limited 
Capability for Work (LCW) element or a Limited Capability for Work and Work-Related Activity 
(LCWRA) element, that element will not become payable until the determination period has 
been completed. If the WCA process takes longer than 3 months, Universal Credit will 
continue to be paid at the pre-determined rate, and when a LCW or LCWRA element is 
awarded it will then be backdated to the assessment period 3 months after the start of the 
determination period.  
 

If you have any queries about this letter please contact me quoting the reference number 
above.   

Yours sincerely,  
 
 
DWP Central FoI Team 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

 

 



 

Your right to complain under the Freedom of Information Act 

 

If you are not happy with this response you may request an internal review by e-mailing freedom-of-information-

xxxxxxx@xxx.xxx.xxx.xx or by writing to DWP, Central FoI Team, Caxton House, Tothill Street, SW1H 9NA. Any 

review request should be submitted within two months of the date of this letter.  

 

If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review you may apply directly to the Information 

Commissioner’s Office for a decision. Generally the Commissioner cannot make a decision unless you have 

exhausted our own complaints procedure. The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: The Information 

Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow Cheshire SK9 5AF www.ico.gov.uk 




    

  

  
