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What does the research tell us? 
Some key points...
General
· It is estimated that between 2008 and 2033, the population of Rossendale will increase by 8.8% (England = 18.0%).
· The area in 2010 had a slightly higher than average proportion of its population in the youngest 0-14 age group (18.7%) in comparison to the GB average of 17.4%.In Rossendale, 15.1% of the local population is aged 65 or over compared with the GB average of 16.6%. It is therefore in the 15-64 broad age-band that Rossendale has a higher proportion than the national average.
· The 2010 Indices of Deprivation revealed that of the 32,482 Lower Super Output Areas (LSOAs) in England, Rossendale had only one LSOA in 2,000 lowest ranked areas. This was one of the three LSOAs in Irwell ward. For the authority as a whole, the area was ranked as the 90th most deprived out of 326 districts and unitary authorities in England. 
· The ethnic mix is less pronounced than in many other authorities. In 2009, 92.8% of Rossendale residents were classified as white British. This compared with averages of 88.4% for the 14-authority Lancashire area and 82.8% for England. 
Economic situation 
· In July 2011, the unemployment claimant count for Rossendale was 3.4%. This was just below the county average and compares well with the GB rate of 3.8%. The past year however has seen unemployment in the authority rise much quicker than the national average.
·  In 2009, Rossendale had 20,100 employees (excludes the self-employed). This was the smallest number out of the 14 Lancashire local authorities. 
· In 2009, there were 2,645 active enterprises in Rossendale. Business survival rates reveal that after five year, 52.2% of active enterprises in the authority were still trading compared with a national average of 46.8%. This was one of the best outturns in Lancashire.   
· Average earnings in the authority have a history of being much higher by place of residents than by place of work, with many people commuting to better paid jobs in nearby conurbations. The latest 2010 results reveal a much smaller differential but the pattern is still the same. Both Rossendale figures by place of residence (£336.40) and place of work (£312.10) for 2010 were however very low in comparison with the GB average of £406.70.
· Working age benefit figures for February 2011 reveal a 16.2% claimant rate in Rossendale. This was on a par with the county average but was higher than the GB rate of 14.7%. 
· In May 2011, there were 5,050 recipients of housing benefit in the authority. The number had increased by 0.6% over the previous 12-month period which was lower than the 2.4% rise for GB as a whole.
· Personal insolvency, bankruptcy orders and individual voluntary agreements statistics for 2009, reveal that rates in Rossendale were above the England and Wales average for all three groups.  
Housing 
· With 51.8% of its properties in the lowest council tax band (2009 figure), the authority has a much higher percentage than the average for the broader Lancashire area of 40.4% and the England and Wales outturn of 24.4%.This impacts on average house prices and in the first quarter of 2011, Rossendale had the 37th lowest average house price out of 347 authorities across England and Wales.  
· Unfit dwelling results have not been updated since the publication of the 2006 figures, but at the time Rossendale had 9.1% of its dwellings classifies as unfit. This was the 18th highest percentage out of 354 authorities that were in existence in England at the time.  
Environment
· Overall road casualty numbers reveal a pattern of decline in the past few years. From a recent high point of 410 people injured in 2005, the number declined to 276 in 2009.
· Rossendale is the only district in Lancashire with no railway on the national network.  
· Rossendale has 23% of its land designated as green belt. 
· Household reuse, recycling and composting rate was 35.9% in 2009/10 – noticeably less than the England average of 39.7%. 
Education
· In 2009/10 78.4% of pupils achieved at least five GCSEs at grade A*-C – above the England average of 76.1%.
Community safety 
· The rate of all recorded crime in Rossendale has fallen from 71.9 crimes per 1,000 population in 2003/04 to 31.8 in 2009/10. Crime rates in the borough are below the regional and national average rates.
· All crime-type rates in Rossendale were below the national averages, but the most common in the authority was criminal damage including arson. 
· 19.3% of respondents of the Place Survey 2008 felt that anti-social behaviour was a problem in their local area – just below the England and Wales average. 
Health 
· The 2011 health profile for Rossendale produced by the NHS shows problem themes that include rates of smoking in pregnancy, physical activity amongst children, male and female life expectancy and smoking-related deaths. In general, the authority is said to have a mixed set of results in comparison to the England average. Future priorities for Rossendale include reducing health inequalities and increasing physical activity. 
· The Big Drink debate identified a quarter of respondents said they had drunk a harmful or hazardous amount of alcohol in the previous week.  
· The authority has the smallest number of state pension claimants in Lancashire.  In November 2010, the number was 12,370. 
· Life expectancy rates at birth in Rossendale for both men and women are amongst the worst in the country.  Three year rolling averages covering the period from  2006 to 2008 reveal that the male figure of 75.7 years, and the female figure of 80.4 years were the 339th and 329th worst respectively out of 374 authorities across England Wales. 

The information here will be supplemented by a presentation on the day. For further information contact Mike Walker, Corporate Research and Intelligence Manager, mike.walker@lancashire.gov.uk or Bryan Moulding, Assistant Corporate Research and Intelligence Manager, bryan.moulding@lancashire.gov.uk.
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