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Calico announce plans for £15m Rossendale retirement housing development

Plans for a £15m brand new retirement complex have been unveiled for Rawtenstall, providing a range of services that will benefit the local community, as well as an estimated 60 local jobs.

The plans for the scheme, which will be built on the land off Cherry Tree Crescent, Rawtenstall, have been produced by Calico, a Housing Association operating across Lancashire, in partnership with Rossendale Borough Council.

The scheme will provide 65 independent living apartments for elderly people, with access to flexible, on-site care, health, and support services, as well as community facilities.

It will also provide high quality, low-cost, residential and nursing care.

The scheme will benefit from a balanced community, and will therefore be available to customers from a variety of ages with different needs.

Priority will be given to Rossendale residents.

The scheme will create an estimated 60 jobs for the area, and will provide high quality training and employment opportunities for Rossendale residents, including apprenticeships and volunteering positions.

As part of the development, Calico are also looking to create new community leisure facilities, such as a play area, café, a hairdressers, and a laundry, and are actively seeking local residents’ views about which they would prefer.

Ed Barber, of Calico, said:

“This is a massive investment and a new concept which will combine housing, social care, and health services as part of this £15m development.

“Not only will it create a potential 60 new jobs, it will meet needs that have already been identified in Rossendale and will provide high quality accommodation and services to people who want to live there, at a cost they can afford.

“Our vision is for a new approach to retirement housing and specialist care which caters for each step of an older person’s journey. 

“All too often, older people are forced to move or be separated as their needs change or grow. We want to provide a development where services are offered in the same place, which can prevent this, and can help to keep couples together, even if their needs are very different.”

Councillor Helen Jackson, Rossendale Borough Council’s Portfolio Holder for Housing & Environmental Health welcomed the scheme, saying:

“This development will provide much needed retirement housing for local people. The scheme and the way it is being delivered will also see wider benefits and opportunities for the local community.

“We really value local involvement and I would recommend that residents call into the open day event to see the outline plans.” 

Calico is holding an Open Day on 16th May, 5:15pm-7:30pm, at Balladen Primary School, Linden Lea, Rawtenstall.

The architects will present images to show what the scheme may look like, and how the local community will be able to use the facilities.

Full details of the project, including draft site plans, apartment and care home layouts, and visual aids to show how it will look, will be also be available, and representatives will be on hand for residents to share their views and help design a scheme to benefit the local area.

The work will take approximately 18 months, with a ‘start on site’ date sometime between January and March 2014, and an opening date of early autumn 2015.

For more information about the development, email retirementhousing@calico.org.uk or call 0800 169 2407 or 01282 686300.
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Notes to editors

Calico Homes owns and manages more than 4500 homes in Pennine Lancashire, providing housing for people who need it.

Calico aims to make a difference to the quality of life of individuals and the wider communities in which it works.

In 2013, Calico was awarded 8th in the Sunday Times' Best 100 Companies ‘Not for Profit’ list.

Calico Homes Limited is a company registered in England (registered number: 3752751)

For further information please contact:

Julian Whitley
Communications Officer - Calico Homes Limited
Tel: 01282 686478 or 01282 686476
Email: jwhitley@calico.org.uk
