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Dear Mr Abbass, 
 

Freedom of Information Act 2000 

 
Thank you for your email dated 14 May 2012, in which you made the following information 
request:  
 
What is the legal or lawful definition of income used in hmrc tax forms? 
      
Does a man or women need to pay tax? 
 
HMRC Response 
 
Under s21 of the Act, we are not required to provide information in response to a request if it 
is already reasonably accessible to you.  However, to be helpful, I can advise you that the 
information is available at the links set out below. 
 
What is the legal or lawful definition of income used in hmrc tax forms? 
 
The legal definition of “income” is set out in tax legislation, and the term can have a number 
of very specific meanings.  The key tax legislation in respect of income tax is:      
      
Taxes Management Act 1970 (TMA 1970) 
 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1970/9/contents/enacted 
 
 
Income and Corporation Taxes Act 1988 (ICTA 1988)   
 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1988/1/contents/enacted 

 

Information is available in large print, audio and Braille formats.   
Text Relay service prefix number – 18001  
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Income Tax (Earnings and Pensions) Act 2003 (ITEPA 2003) 
 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2003/1/contents 
 
Section 833 (4) to (6) of ICTA 1988 provides a definition of earned income. 
 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1988/1/section/833/enacted 
 
Part 2 of the ITEPA 2003 provides definitions of employment income.   
 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2003/1/part/2 
 
On our website, HMRC provides some further guidance on types of income and whether 
they are taxable or non-taxable: 
  
http://www.hmrc.gov.uk/incometax/taxable-income.htm 
 
We also provide information about tax allowances and reliefs which are available:    
 
http://www.hmrc.gov.uk/incometax/allowance-relief.htm 
   
Does a man or women need to pay tax? 
 
Taxation and allowable deductions are based on tax legislation.  As you will have seen, the 
tax legislation in respect of income tax usually uses the term “person” or “individual” when 
describing who is liable to pay tax.  The term person is used to describe natural persons 
(living individuals, male or female) and can also have the meaning of a “legal person” such 
as a company.  Paragraph 110 of the Explanatory Notes to the Commissioners for Revenue 
and Customs Act 2005 states:  
 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2005/11/notes/division/1/13/2/20 
 
 
“The term “person” includes both natural and legal persons” 
 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1978/30/section/6 
 

The Interpretation Act 1978 states:  

“In any Act, unless the contrary intention appears,—  

(a)words importing the masculine gender include the feminine;  

(b)words importing the feminine gender include the masculine;  

(c)words in the singular include the plural and words in the plural include the singular.”   

 
Both natural living persons (male or female) and legal entities, such as companies, are 
subject to direct and indirect taxation and both may deduct allowable expenses and 
deductions from their income or gains. The type of tax to which they are liable and the sort of 
expenses allowable depend on the nature of the income or gains and the status of the 
person chargeable. 
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If you are not happy with this reply you may request a review by writing to HMRC FOI Team, 
Room 1C/25, 100 Parliament Street London SWIA 2BQ or email 
xxx.xxxxxx@xxxx.xxx.xxx.xx. You must request a review within 2 months of the date of this 
letter. It would assist our review if you set out which aspects of the reply concern you and 
why you are dissatisfied.  
 
If you are not content with the outcome of an internal review, you may apply directly to the 
Information Commissioner for a decision. The Information Commissioner will not usually 
consider a case unless you have exhausted the internal review procedure provided by 
HMRC. He can be contacted at The Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, 
Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire SK9 5AF. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Teresa Chance 
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