
 

 

 

  

Aviation House, 125 Kingsway, London WC2B 6NH 
Tel: 020 7276 8799 e-mail: john.caseley@foodstandards.gsi.gov.uk 

 
 
Mr Carroll by e-mail 
 
11 June 2012                                                                           Your Ref: 1193 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Mr Carroll 
 
FOI REQUEST RE: CHEMICAL HAZARD IDENTIFICATION AND RISK 
SURVEILLANCE (CHaIRS) GROUP  
 
Thank you for your e-mail of 11 May to my colleague Matthew Cooper seeking 
clarification regarding the process of redacting CHaIRS notes of meetings 
prior to publication on the FSA website. As Secretary to the Group I will 
respond to this one.  
 
In accordance with our standard operating procedures, the CHaIRS 
Secretariat drafts a note of each meeting. The Secretariat then asks for the 
draft to be commented on by members and the Chair before being confirmed 
as an accurate record of the meeting at the next meeting.  
 
Prior to the note being placed on the FSA website, all members are consulted 
on whether any elements of the note relating to ongoing incidents need to be 
redacted. Information may be redacted, if for example the information is 
commercial in confidence and/or its disclosure in the media may prejudice an 
ongoing investigation, potentially resulting in the breakdown of a prosecution. 
Therefore, in answer to your specific question, the decision to redact 
information is taken by the group as a whole, following recommendations from 
the Secretariat.  
 
If it is agreed to redact details relating to an incident investigation from the 
note of the meeting, this will in future be clearly indicated in the published 
note. I can confirm that there are no plans to revisit notes of meetings to re-
introduce redacted material.  
 
Finally, in answer to your question regarding whether the minutes are only  
published when all the information referred to is deemed to be concluded, I 
can confirm that this is not the case, although, as stated previously, the status 



of the incident(s) being discussed will have a bearing on what information is 
disclosed within the published minutes.  
 
I hope the above satisfactorily answers all your queries. However, if you are 
not satisfied with the way the FSA has handled your request for information, 
you should write within two calendar months of the date of this letter to the 
Openness Team, and ask for an internal review.  They will arrange for the 
Complaints Coordinator to conduct the review. Their address is Food 
Standards Agency, Room 2C Aviation House, 125 Kingsway, London, WC2B 
6NH (email:Openness.team@foodstandards.gsi.gov.uk  ). 
 
If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review, you have the 
right to apply directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision.  
Generally, the ICO cannot make a decision unless you have exhausted the 
complaints procedure provided by the FSA.  The Information Commissioner 
can be contacted at: Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, 
Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF or through the website at 
http://www.ico.gov.uk/ 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
John Caseley 
Incidents Unit 
Food Standards Agency 
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